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Mercuriij i6? die yuniij 1 779. 

COMMITTEE on PAPERS prefented 
by Mr. De Grey, the 19th of March 
laft, purfuant to Addrefs'. 

Mr. MONTAGU in the Chair. 



JOSEPH GALLOWAY, Efqi called in, 
and examined by LordGiORQE Germaine. 

Q^ TT O W long have you lived in America ? 
JL X A. I have lived in America from my 
nativity to the month of Oftober laft, about 
forty-eight years ! 

Q^In what part j and what public office have 
you held? 

A. I have lived in the province of Maryland, 
in the Delaware counties, and in the province 
of Pennfyivania, chiefly in Philadelphia. My 
public profeflion was that of the law. — I 
praftifcd in all the courts of Pennfylvania, in 
thofe of the Delaware counties, and in the 
fupfeme courts of New Jerfey. — I was a mem- 
ber of the Affembly of Pennfylvania eighteen 
years— Speaker of the Houfc twelve. — I was 
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appointed by the AfTembly of that province to 
attend the American Congrefs, which met the* 
5th of September 1774. — During the laft war, 
under an appointment of the fame AfTembly, I 
was one of the Commifiioners for difpofing of the 
money granted to thecrown, and have been feveral 
times a Commiffioner to treat With th^ Indians ; 
and, when Sir William Howe took pofleflion of 
the city.of Philadelphia, at his requcft I undertook 
the office of Superintendant of the Police of 
the city of Philadelphia and its fuburbs, of the 
Port, and of the prohibited Articles. 

Q^ When did you come over to the Britirfi 
army, ^nd how long did you continue with it? 

A. I came over to the royal army in the begin- 
ning of December 1776, and continued with 
it until the evacuation of Philadelphia, on the 
1 8th of June laft. 

C^ At the beginning of the prefent rebellion, 
when the inhabitants firft took up arms, had 
the people, in general, indcpendpnce in yi^w ? 

A. I do not believe, from the beft knowledge 
I have of the ftate of America at that time, 
that one- fifth of the people had independ- 
ency in view.— ^I wifh when I give an 
opinion, always to give my reaforis for it. — f he 
progrefs of the fpirit of independence was 
Very gradual, ' So. early as the year 1754, there 
were men \n America, I may fay in the towi;i3 
of Bpfton, New Yor^?, Philadelphia, and 
Williamfburg, who h44 independence in 
profpeft, arid who were idetermined to fcize any 
opportunity that offered to promote it, by pro-- 
curing additional perfons to their number.— 
Xk^^? ^cn, when the Stamp A^ wa^ piUfed, 
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made a ftalking-horfe, or (kreen^ of the gentle- 
men of the law in. every part of America, to 
cover their dcfigns, and to found the trumpet 
of oppofition againft Government ; but avowed, 
that their conduft was on the ground of ob- 
taining a redrefs of American grievances, and 
not with a defign to feparate the two countries. 
— Upon this ground, I am confident, the 
gentlemen of the law afted. When the Tea 
Ad was paflcd, they made the fame ufe of the 
merchants who were fmugglers in America, as 
. they had done of the lawyers before, (till de- 
clarhig, that they meant not independence.— So 
late as the fitting of the Congrefs in 1774, the 
fame men when charged with it in Congrefs, 
and whilft they held it tenacioufly and reiigi- 
oufly in their hearts, they almoft to a degree of 
profanity denied it with their tongues — aM all 
this was done on their knowledge, that the 

• great bulk of the people of North America 
was averfe to independence. — If we look at the 
refolves of Congrefs, down almoft to the very 
period of their declaration of independence, 
we {haH find the fame language, tlie fame pre- 
tence of obtaining a redrefs of grievances, held 
out to the people. And for the fame reafon, 

• at the' very time they declared independence, 
they gave out, that it was not with a view to a 
total feparation of the two countries, but from 
Beceflity; becaufe, unlefs they declared inde« 
peridence, th€ powers of Europe would not 
trade with them, and they were in great diftrefs 
for want of a great many foreign neceflaries.— 
So that, from all thcfe circumftances, I am con- 

B a vincedj^ 
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vinced, that not one fifth part of the people 
had independence in view * ! 

If 

► *Mr. Galloway here added, — " I think I may fafely Cay, 
net one-tenth part had independence in view ;" — which 
opinion will appear to be founded in truth from the following 
circumftances. The inftruftions given to the Delegates in 
Congrcfs were partly in the following words :— -To the De- 
legates from New Hampfhite,— •* to rellore that peace, 
harmony, and mutual confidence, which once happily fub- 
iifted between the parent country and her Colonies/' — To 
the Delegates of MafTachufetts Bay, — " to determine on 
ineafures for the refloration of union and harmony between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, mofi ardently dijired hy all 
good men?'* — To the Delegates of Rhode Ifland, — *« to con- 
sult upon proper meafures to eflablifh the rights and liberies 
of theCoonies." — To the Delegates of Connedlicut, — ** for 
advancing the beft good of the Colonies," — The Delegate*, 
from New York and New Jerfey had no particular inftruc* 
tions. — The Delegates from Pennfylvania were erjoined — 
•* toconfult upon the prefent unhappy itate of the Colonics, 
and to form and adopt a plan for the purpofes of obtaining a 
redrefs of American grievances, afcertaining American 
rights upon the mod folid and conftitutional principles, and 
for ellablifhing that union and harmon^y between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, which is fo indifpenfably neceflary to the 
welfare and happinefs of both,*' — The Delegates from the 
Delaware Counues were confined to — " prudent and la^wful 
meafures for obtaining a redrefs of the general grievances.** 
•—The Delegates from Maryland and Virginia were con- 
fined to meafures — ** operating on the commercial connec- 
tion of the Colonies with the mother-country, and fpeedily 
to procure the return of that harmony and union, fo beneficial to 
the whole nation, and fo ardently defired hy all Brttijh America^ 
—And the in(lru6lions from North and South Carolina were to 
the fame purport. — In the Letter to the People of Quebec, the 
Congrefs declare, that <* their confederation has ooother'ob- 
jefls, than the perfe^ fecurity of the natural and civil rights 
of all the conflituent members of the Britilh government, 
according to their refpedlive circumftances, and the prefer- 
vation of a happy and lofting connexion with Gr^at Britain^ 
on falaury and conjiitutional principles ^^-^ktA in a pamphlet 

published 
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Q^ If fo large a proportion of the people of A- 
merica were fo averfe to independence, why have 
they fufFered their prefent rulers to obtain fo 
much power over them as to prevent any effec- 
tual exertion in fupport of their principles? 

A. The Congrefs having prevailed upon 
a very fmall part of the people to take 
up arms, under the pretence of obtaining 
a redrefs of grievances; and having an army 
compofed of thofe people under their command, 
and fubjedt to military difcipline,.they difarmed^ 
or caufed to be difarmed, all perfons whom 
they thought difaffefted to their meafures, or 
wiflied to be united to this country, contrary to 
their fcheme of Independence. I have the rc- 
folves of Congrefs, dated 2d January, 1776, 

pubUflied in vindication of the conduft of the Congrefs, in- 
titled, " The other Side of the Queftion, &c," they arc 
obliged to make the folio^ving declaration, to refute the 
charge brought againfl them of intending to eft^bliih inde- 
pendence, viz. — ** As to the thought of etlablilhing a re- 
public in Atncr[c2L,^—'6reaiirtg off' our connexion ^with Great 
Britain^ and becoming independent, — I confidcr it as the 
mod vain, empty, (hallow, and ridiculous projefl, thac 
could poffibly enter into the heart of man. — I do not believe 
there are Ji*ve hundred on the Contiiunty who have the leaft 
pretentions to common fenfe,' wo. would not rifque theijr 

dearefl blood to prevent fuch meafures.'* Even fo late as 

the time of declaring the Colonies independent the Congrefs 
who were appointed by a very few of the people, and thefe 
the mod difafFedled, found it an arduous tafk to accomplilhlt. 
—Their debates laded near a fortnight, and when the 
quedion was put, fix Colonies divided againd fix $ the 
Delegates for Pennfylvania being alfo divided, the quedion 
remained undecided. — However, one of the Members of 
that Colony who had warmly oppoled it, being wrought 
npon by Mr Adams's art, changed his opinion, and upon^ 
the quedion the next day, it was carried in the affirmative by 
a finglc vote only, • .f i t 

4 .' at 
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at my hdufe to that jnarpofe*. — They went for 
far^as to difarm (by fending two battalions inW 
Queen's county, in the provinee of New Ifork^ 
for that purpofe) a large number of the people 
of that diftria, for nootlier reafon but bccaufe 
ifhey voted againft fending a member to the 
Convention of New York; they totally, as 1 may 
fay, disfranchifed them ;— they would not fuff^r 
them to trade, or be traded with \ — they fuf- 

•Extradls from the Jaumalsof Congrefs, January zd, 1776. 

*' -— And wkh- refptfl to all fuch unworthy Aibericana 
as> regardlefs of their duty ta their Crfator, their country^ 
and their poflerity, have taken part with oor oppreiforsy 
and, inftuenccd with the hope and pofieflion of ignomimou* 
reward!, finve to lecoAimend tiiemftlre9 to^ the bouncy of 
adminiftratioD, by mifreprefenting and traducing the con* 
du6l and principles of the friends of American libeny, and 
oppofing e^very meafure formed for its prcfervation »and 
fecurity ; 

" R$Jol'ved^ That it be recommended to the diiFercnt Af- 
iemblies. Conventions, and Committees or Councils of 
Safety in the United Colonies, by the moft fpeedy and effec- 
tual roeafures, to frudrate the xnifchievous machinationsy 
and reftrain the wicked pradices of thefe men : — And it is 
the opinion of this Congrefs, that they ought to be difarmed^ 
and the more dangerous amoRg them either kept in fafe cuf* 
tudyt or bound with fufficient fureties to their good beha- 
viour. And in order that the faid AfTemblies, Conventions, 
Committees, or Councils of Safety may be enabled, with 
greater eafe and facility, to carry this refolation into execution, 

'* Re/pl'ved^ That they be authorifed to call to their aid, 
whatever continental troops, flationed in or near their re- 
fpedlive colonies, may be conveniently fpared from their 
more immediate duty ; and the commanding officers of fuck 
troops are hereby dire£ted to afford the fafd Aflemblies, 
^Conventions, Committees or Councils of Safety, all fuch 
aiTiilance, in executing this refolution, as they may require, 
and which, coniiltent with the good of thefervice, may be 
fupplicd." 

fered 
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fef^d them €o be fued, but would not let them 
foe in thejr courts of jufticc; they would not 
fuf&r thecB to pafs out oi their diftrid on any 
^tpount f . — 8y thefe means the well-affedled 
p^rt of Amepca to this government became 
difarmed, and the arms were puc into the hands 
of thofc on whom the Congrefs could rely—- 
9, fmall part" of the people. If we look into the 
hiftory of this kingdom, fo early as the great 
rebellion in 1640, we Ihall find the very fadt 

f Extrafts from tfiejournals of the Congrefs January 3d, 1 776. 

*' Refibvtd^ That all fuch perfons in Queen's County^ as 
voted againU fendinor Deputies to the preient Convention of 
New ypr^, and gained in a lid of delinquents in Queen's 
County, pttbliihed by the Convention of New York, be put 
cut of the ,protedion of the United Colonies, and that all 
trade and intercourfe with them ceafe ; that none of the inha- 
bitfints of fhat county be permitted to travel or abide in 
any part of thefe United Colonies, out of their faid county, 
without a certificate from the Convention or Committee of 
Saifety of the colony of New York, fetting forth. That fuch 
inhabitant is a frifnd to the American caofe, and not of the 
number of thofe who voted ag^nft fending Deputies to the 
faid ConyeQtiqn ; and ;hat fuch of the faid inhabitants, as 
ihall be found out of the faid county, without fuch certificate^ 
be apprehended, and imprifoned three months. 

" R€fil<vtd, That Colonel Nathaniel Heard, of Wood- 
bridge, in thp colony of New Jerfey, taking with him five or 
iijc liufidr«d mioute^men, under difereet officers, do march to 
the weftiprn part of Queen's County.— — And fhat Colonel 
Waterbury, of Stanford, in tlie colony of 'Conne£licut, witb 
the like number of mioate-men, inarch to the eailern fide of 
iaid county ;-^that they confer together, and end ovour to 
enter the faid cpaa^y on one day ; that they proceed to d^ 
arm evfry peribn in the /aid county, who voted againft fend- 
ing Dep|](ie4 tq the (aid Convention, and cauie them to de- 
liver; up their arms and ammunition on oath; and that they 
take aod confine in fafe cuAody, till further orders^ all fuch 
#s refufe CQOipliance/* 

alluded 



( 8 ) 

:illuded to in the queftion, afltually exifting in the 
ftate of this kingdom. — We (hall find the peo- 
ple taking up arms, in order, as it was faid, to 
obtain a redrefs of grievances. — We (ball find a 
few people at that time, who had arms in their 
hands, preventing the reft, numerous as they 
were, from taking meafures for their relief*. 

After 

* After the Congrefs had deluded a few of the mod im- 
prudent and violent of the people to aflbciat'e in arms, and 
had obtained an army in the £eld, they immediately took' 
jseaiures to difarm thofe who retained their loyalty, and 
gave oppofition to <heir deiign. This oppofition appeared 
jn a variety of inflances ; but they, immediately on its ap- 
pear.ance, took meafures to fupprefs it. If pamphlets were 
wrote, condemning their condudl, the printer who pre* 
fumed to publifh them was obliged to fly his country, and his 
office was feized. If any gave oppofition at eledions to their 
candidates, they were threatened, and intimidated from vot< 
ingy imprifbned and disfranchifed. If any refufed thei^ 
Continental money at the nominal value, they were ordered, 
by a refolve of Qongrcfs, nth January, 1776, to be treated 
as Enemris to their Country ^ and precluded from all tradt 
or infercour/e with the inhabitants. And by another Re- 
iolve, dated January 14, 1777, ^^^7 forfeited the value of 
the lands, goods, or commodities offered to be fold, and 
the debts in payment of which it was tendered* And far- 
ther to intimidate the LoyalifTs, and efFe£lua1]y to prevent 
their taking meafures for their relief, laws were paffed by 
the New States, declaring, ^* That if any perfon (houU be 
adherent to the King of Great Britain, or to the enemies of 
the United States, by giving him or them aid or afliftancey 
he fhould be adjudged gpilty of High Treafon.'* And even, 
•• U any perfon fhould, by writing or fpeaking, obflrud or 
oppofe the meafures carried on by the United States,'' he 
ihould be punifhed by fine and imprifonment* If any body of 
men rofe in favour of Government, and to relieve them- 
ielves from their oppreilion, of which there have, been a 
variety of inflances, they were immediately fuppreifed by 
the fuperior force of the Continental Army. Jn this flate 
of the people, into which they were feduced by the arts and 
force of the Congrefs, no man of fenfe can be furprifed 

at 
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Q. After the declaration of Independence, when 
Lord Howe and the General arrived at Staten 
Ifland, did the people at large in the country 
exprefs a defire to treat with the Commif- 
fioners ? 

A. I believe, in the Middle Colonies, where I 
refided, it was very generally the wifh of the 
people to treat with the King's Commiffioners; 
and I have the bed reafon to believe, that it 
was in purfuance of the clamour of the peo- 
ple about the Congrefs in Philadelphia, that 
they fent three Commiflioners to meet Lord 
and Sir William Hqwe *. 

Q. What 

at their not being ab'e to take cfFecluaJ nieafures for their 
relief. 

There haye been very few revolutions in fettled govern- 
ments, which have been eiFccled with the confent and ap- 
probaiion of the people. Mankind arc not eafily drawn 
into a dereliflion of a form of government, ujider which 
they have been educated. It is habit and fixt manners that 
form the national attachment, and prevail on men to prefer 
thofc governments, however arbitrary and defpotic, to 
others eftablilhed on the bell legulated freedom. Ic is this 
that prevails wiih a Turk» or a Spaniard, to prefer the go- 
vernment of a bafhaw, or the inquidtorial power, to that 
freedom which he might enjoy in oihcr countries. Hence 
it is that we fhall find, upon looking into hiflory, that 
mod revolutions have been eiFe^ed by a few artful, bold, 
and ambitious men, whofe fir(l Hep has ever been to de* 
){ide the incantious and relllefs few, which every fociety af- 
fords, into arms; the next to difarm the reft, and then to 
cftablilh their own meafures and power over the whole 
ibciety, who, however defirous cf making the greateH ef- 
forts for their relief, find it impoffible under thefe circum- 
llances, and therefore patiently fubmit to what they deteH, 

• The Congrefs were compelled by the clamours of the 
people to fend- a Committee to treat with Lord Howe ; but 
did sot mean to do it, Ave in appearance only. The au- 

C thority 
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Q^ What proportion of the inhabitants of the 
revolted Colonies, do you think, from principle 
and choice, fupported the prefcnt rebellion at 
any period? 

A.I don't think that one fifth part have, from 
principle and choice, fupported the prefent rcr 
hellion. — M^ny of thofe, who have appeared 
in fupport of it, have, by a variety or means, 
been compelled. — I would wilh to give rea-- 
fons, and not fatigue the Committee. The lafl: 
delegation to Congreft, ma^e by the province 
. of Pennfylvania, and the appointment of all 
the officers of that ft ate, was made by Jefs 
than twp hundred voters, although there are at 
leaft thirty thoufand men iptitled to vote by 
the laws of that province. One inftance more 

thority given to that Committee was only ** to hear fuc^i 
propositions as Lord Howe fiiould think fit to make/* and 
not to treat. See Refolve of Congrefs, 6th of September, 
1776. The Committee reported, that •* his Lordflirp** 
Commiffion contained no other authority of importance thaji 
that of granting pardons, with fuch exceptions as the Com- 
miffioners fhould think proper to make, and of declaring 
America, or any part of it, in the Kmg's peace, upon fub- 
miffion/* If the Commiffionefs had further and other 
powers^ it is greatly to be lamented, that they did not think 
proper to make them known to the people, who were (6 
defiroas of having the difpute between the two countries 
fettled without further bloodlhed, and upon reafonable terms. 
^ It would have produced the moft beneficial efFedls. If tj>c 
terms- had been approved by the people, which is far from 
being improbable from their then difpofitions, the Congrefs 
mufl have accepted of them, and an end would have beqa 
put to the war. The New States at this time were not 
formed, nor the Congrefs well eflabliOied in their power ; 
they were of courfe more dependent on the people than they 
have been fince^ and mult have complied, with their de- 
mand?. 
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I beg leave to give. One oF the Delegates 
from the province of New York * (with whom 
I fat in Congrefs in 1774) reprcfenting a con- 
fiderable diftrift in that province, was chofen 
by himfclf and his clerk only, and that clerk 
certified to the Congrefs that he was unani- 
moufly appointed! 

Q^ Was the perfon fo chofen received by 
Congrefs ? 

A. Yes, he was received on that return 
by the Continental Congrefs, in I774t 

Q^ From your knowledge of the people of 
America,, what proportion of the inhabitants 
do, you think at this time would prefer a re- 
conciliation with Great Britain, rather than 
affift in fupporting American independence ? 

A, From the experience which the people have 
had of the fuperlative and exceflive tyranny of 
their new rulers ; from the diftrefles they have 
felt by the ravages of war, and the lofs of 
their trade ; from an averfion which they 
have to an attachment and connection with 

* The people of King's County fo much difapproved of 
tbe fending any Members to the Congrefs, that although due 
notice was given of the time and place of eled^ion, only two 
of them mec: Mr. Simon Boerum appointed his friend 
Clerk, and the Cierk appointed Mr. Boerum a Delegate in 
Congrefs, who was the only Repr'efentative for that large 
county. Oclier counties fent no Delegate ; and even fo late 
as the year 1776, the inhabitants of Queen's County were 
difarmed and disfranchifed for refufing to fend a Member to 
the Convention of Newr York ; and in no Colony, wbere 
thefe Delegates were not appointed by the Aifemblies, which 
were in four only, were they chofcQ by one twentieth pare 
ofihepeople# 

C a France, 
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France, which they are fearful will terminate 
in the lofs of their liberties, civil as welt as 
religious ; and from the old attachment, and I 
believe an earneft defire to be united with this 
country, I think I may venture to fay, that 
many more than four-fifths of the people would 
prefer an union with Great Britain, upon con- 
ftitutional principles, to that of Independence. 
Many of the people, who at firft took part in 
the oppofition to Government, and were de'- 
luded by the Congrefs and its adherents, have 
feverely felt every degree of diftrefs. From 
thofe feelings they now reafon, and that reafoo 
has prevailed on them to compare their old 
happy fituation with their prefent mifery, and 
to prefer the former. 

Q. WhatefFeft do you think it would have in 
America, if the people of that country thought 
an opinion prevailed here, that they were gc« 
nerally hoftile to Great Britain ? 

A. It would ftrike the friends of this country 
with diftrefs and refentment ; with diftrefs, at 
the thought that you fhould conceive an idea 
fo. injurious to their principles; and with re- 
lentment at the injuftice of the idea. 

Q^ Have the inhabitants of America (hewn a 
willingnefs to take up arms in the prefent con* 
teft, and have the Congrefs found it eafy to 
recruit their armies ? 

A. A very fmall part of the inhabitants of North 
America (1 would rather confine myfelf to the 
Middle and Southern Colonies) have fliewn a 
willingnefs to take up arms, more efpecially 
fince the declaration of Independence. The 
Congrefs have not found it eafy to recruit 

their 
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their armies ; they have made ufc of every 
means that art and force could fugged for thac 
purpofe, 

Q. What were the methods made ufe of by 
the Congrefs to compel the inhatpitanfe to take 
op arms ? t^ 

A. When they found they could riot recruit 
their army in the ordinary way by recruiting, 
the Rebel States paffed laws for drafting their 
militia, compelling every perfon drafted to 
enter into the military fervice, or to find a fub- 
ftitute, or to be inlprifoned. Some were even 
pufhed into the field by the bayonet (but this 
was not part of the law). In Virginia they 
paffed a law for exempting every two perfons, 
who (hould find a recruit, from all military 
fervice. For thefe fubftitutes, and for the re- 
cruits, there have been from 40 1. to lool. 
given. In the fame province, they paffed 
another law for manumitting every fervant who 
would enter into the fervice. By thefe means 
the Congrefs chiefly raifed their armies, and 
not from the voluntary enliftment of the peo- 
ple. 

Q^ Were great exertions made by the Congrefs 
ajnd their adherents, to bring a numerous army 
into the field for the campaign of 1776 ? 

A. There certainly were very great exertions ; 
but at that time they did not make ufe of the 
compulfory meafures, which they were obliged 
to do afterwards, when the people were facif- 
fied that they meant Independence. 

(^ Wh^twas the force under Wafliington 
when Sir William Howe landed in Long Ifland ? 

A. From 
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A. From the. beft information I could get, I 
believe it was about 20,000 men. Some faid 
more, others faid Ids. 

Q^ Was their force compOfed chiefly of mi- 
litia, or continental troops ? 

A. More of militia than continental troops.— 
They had not then had time to raife by re- 
cruiting any great numbec of men, nor were 
their ftates at that time perfeftly formed, 
and therefore could not make the exertion for 
raifing the regular troops which they did af- 
terwards. 

Q^ Did Walhington's army diminifli after the 
battle at Long Ifland — and what was his force 
at the end of the campaign, when Gen. Howe 
was at Trenton ? 

A. In confequence of the fuccefs on Long 
Ifland, New York, the White Plains, and Fort 
Independence, Wafliington's army did dimi- 
nifli very rapidly; infomuch that, when 
Wafliington croflTed the Delaware, and Sir Wil- 
liam Howe marched to Trenton, his army did 
not confift of more than 3300 men. 

Q^ What do you take to have been the caufc 
of fo great diminution of the rebel force ? 

A. They were panic-fl:ruck by the fuccefles 
I have mentioned, and dcferted in great mem- 
bers. I was at that time in Pennfylvania. Many 
of them, who fled from the army, paflTed by 
my houfe, and I converfed with them. They 
all appeared to me to be in the extremeft 
panic. 

Qj^ What wqs the difpofition of the people 
in Pennfylvania when Gen, Howe arrived at 
Trenton? 

A. I 
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A. I had, though with the army at that 
time, conftant communication with my friends 
in Fenolylvania, from whom, while on the De- 
laware, I learnt the difpofition of the people ; 
and when laft in Philadelphia with the Britifti 
army, I made it my particular buGnefs to en- 
quire into the ftate , of the province, at the 
time Sir .William Ho\ye was at Trenton j and I 
conyjerfed with rjo nian, who did not inform 
me, that the people of Pennfylvania were dilV- 
pofed to fubmit to Government, a few of the 
mdft violent, and very few excepted, and they 
were thofe who had afted the moft violent 
piart^ Great pains were taken to get the mi- 
litia out, but in vain 5 very few were pre- 
vailed on to turn out* 

Q^ Did tfiey expeft the Britifli army in Phi* 
ladelphia at that time ? 
A, They certainly did. 
Q^ Did the members of the Congrefs, and 
others who had taken an aft ifvc , part in the 
rebellion, take any fteps in confequence of their 
cxpefting the Britifh troops in Philadelphia ? 

A. I was informed by every oae I converfed 
with on the fubjeft, that the Congrefs and the 
Kebel States, in which I include all their of- 
ficers, fled in apaniCj^from Philadelphia, many 
of them leaving a part of their property be- 
hind them ; and when I was laft at Philadel- 
phia, I was informed by two of three gentle- 
men, that they were appointed by a number 
of refpe£table inhabitants of the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, to wait on Coi^grefs, and to inform 
theni, that they would go out, and certainly 

5 meet 
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meet Sir William Howe, in ca(e he fliould 
crofs the Delaware, and implore his protec- 
tion in behalf of the inhabitants ; — that they 
did wait on Congrefs accordingly, delivered 
their meffage, and received for anfwer from 
the Congrefs, that they could not blame them, 
for they could no longer proteft them *. 

Q^ Do you know any thing of the difpo- 
fition of the other revolted colonies ? Were 
they, from the fucceffes of the Britifti army, 
difpofed to peace; or did they ilill remain fan- 
guine in their hopes of maintaining their Inde- 
pendence — I mean thofe who had been the 
fupporcers of the Congrefs and their mea- 
furcs ? 

A. I had very good opportunities of know- 
ing the (late of the Middle Colonies, in which 
I include New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, the Delaware counties, and Virgi- 
nia* Gentlemen of fortune and integrity-, on 
whom* 1 ftiould rely, came in to me at Phila- 
delphia, from Norfolk in Virginia, Williamf- 
burgh, Frederickfburgh, the diftant county of 
Botetourt," Fort Pitt, and from the interme- 
diate parts of New York, New Jerfey, Mary- 
land, iand the Delaware counties, from whom 
I made it my particular bulincfs to learn the 



* It is well known to feveral gentlemen now in Locdon, 
that the Congrefs loll all fortitude of mind, and in the 
greateft diftrefs wecpcd at the folly of their condu6l, declared 
they could no longer bppofe Great Britain, and that they 
were ruined. Tncy fled wjth the gjeateft precipitation 
.from PikiJ^delphia to Bdltin^ore, and naany of tueoi to their 
refpcftivc colonics. • 

ftate 
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ftatc pf the difpofitiQii qf the pcopic of thole 
Colonies, a$ well at that time, as in the yeai: 
1776, wheo Sir'Wniiarh ^Q)ve was at Tren- 
ton. And I was ^iforfned bty ^1^ of them, that 
||)e p^nic e^^tend^d through a^ thoff P^^^r ^"^ 
^t that time Very few" indeed enf ef tamed hppe4 
9^ fqppprj^pg. the; indppcndcacg. 
, f^Do.you think if Sir ^ipjam ^pvjfe }iad purr 
JTued Wa/hifigtoh crofs ;l^p tJel^wjire^ fcattere4 
th(^ r6ni^il5,s 6i yii^^^^ hif 

quarters at Philadelphia^ that the Conigrel|l 

you\d, ^^xft been abk.'t;^ f^f? another -^rw^y ? 
^,4^l^?^}J^>l^^^> % ?^9VH not>ave f)ec|i 

or 5000 men, la as to take the field at thp 
• Ufw^Jl /ti(pe -of openiaa.tJj€J,,cwi^?ign.!— it was 
i)Pt. (jgly x^Jf Pp^^ fW 9f F^f gti?tlee 

!?S^. ifi?^IF^f^4 m^^ PR ;t9F W^f^^.iP ?cnn^ 

V ^^t efie<9: J^^d tl^^ fugcc^ of fhe rebels iii 
gefe^tln^' ^^^ Wil^JBg P^fPperf t}ie Hefiians ig: 
Tre^.Wnjpjn.j:h^ f^l^^St ^t^ P?9P^?n 
. A,1t;h,4dliirer¥mifahi€^^ t^ Bcitifli 

lervice. — ^It r^empYCid tlp^t p^fV^p. yi>ft; ^(h^ph the 
pew ft^tes of fhq MidfJJe Qp^nies y|;;e ftryck; 
^Itjpnay^fj the q^pme^s .p^ xh^ Members qf' 

the new ftate of Pcnnfylvania to return to Phil^- 

^ejp|>ia, the p.o^ ^^^f^^^^9^ Rpft .f?^ theif^ 
l:eft<ie^pe in all Aqagrlca^—Il: revived their 
ipirits, and xhe fp^uisVpf.tl^e difa|F^<aed.-^It 
indwqed ^ nu^)?^r of the Cylilitk to' turn oyif^ 
:Wh6 . pth^r wife Vfpiuld not ^aye done it, ^ 
contrihutf d in ^> gfpat njcafurSf 'i;o thp I'^ifing of* 
the 'army which WalhingtQn commanded the 
-t)fj(e campaign. 

D Qt Aftcf 
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Qi After'tlrc^ affair it TWnton; Ad the Coit- 
grcfs fiird rrcaTy tb fccrutt tfRdl- army, and what 
humber of troops had Waflfibgfbnwithhicn in 
the Jcrfcys during the winter? ' 

A. Notwithftanding that fuccefs, the Congrefi 
did not find itcafy to recruit their army.— They 
were obliged to make ufe of the cottipiilfory 
methods i have mentioned ; and yet, d«iH|^ 
the winter, Waihington, at Morris Tbwn; frwm 
the beft information I could gee, had hdt'^6€bo 
inen. ' ^ - ^ 

Q^Bid Waftlngton take any meJifii'res W btfe* 
Vent the Britifh army from procuring pWVin^s 
in their march dirough thc^Jcrfeys, lind what 
meafur^s?*^ •- '' ' ' \ 

A. InrWafliihgton^sTetreaftTiroughthe jefftysi 
"he iflued a proclamation, commanding the in- 
habitants near that route; which he fufpt^^^d 
the Britifh army would follow, to remove ^1 
their provifions, under pain of having thtm 
deftroyed; but this proclamation wks not 
obeyed, nor did he dare to put it into execu- 
tibhr^^hr did not, left he fliould render the 
people more ayerfe to his meafures. 

Q^Drd the Britiih army find difficulty in pro- 
curing provifions whilft on the btoks of the 
Delaware? 

A. They did not. — I was both at Trenton and 
Burdenton, the two pofts left by Sir WilHam 
Howe on the Delaware*— The people brought 
in their cattle and other provifions to both thofe 
pofts.— Captain Gambeli, with whom I Iddged, 
aded as Deputy Quartermafter.— I dirdW, at 
* his requeft, invitations to the people of the 

country 
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country to bring in their provifions towards 
formiog a msg^zine at Burdeoton ; and air 
though, he waf th^ve but a little while, a very 
.coi)fiderable tna^isin^ was formed, and great 
quantity of provifions brought in,! before he 
^jwm.oblig^d to leave it by the taking of Tren- 

. . :Qi Hiad General Howe taken yp his winter 

/-qUMjer? ^t Philadelphia,, .would he have xuo 

.nd\y riik pf not being fuppUed wkh provifions 

cl«wn:$hc country ? 

A. I think it impoffible*— The country was 

-'ftllli pf prQvjfiqpii,— .General Howc^s army was 
d^, Superior Ara^y» ^d certainly might have 

^fi)cagq^, had: tl^e ii^habitants not .brought in 
their provifions — of which, I think, there could 
:be; no doubt, becaufe, when Sir WtUiam Howe 
w^ at Philadelphia in 1777^ the people at 
Hhat time,' when Walhingcon had four times 
the number of troops that he had at Trenton, 
aiid when his party was continually patrolling 
found the lines ^ — the inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, the army and navy, fuch as chofe to eat 

. Irefli provifions; were fopplied by the country 
— from without the lines. 

Q:^ What number of men did the Congrefs 

, vote for the campaigQ 1777 ? 

A* Congrefs voted for that year 88 bat- 
talions, each confiding of 750 men, officers 
included, making in the whole 66,000 men. 

(^ What number did they actually raife for 
^a«y.car? 

A. At the outfide,. they did not bring into 

; the field x 6,000 men. — I think I atp beyond 
the mark in that number. 

, .-- D 2 Q- What 
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. Q^ What Wis this ibfen thit fi Sttalt i 
jiiimbef Of the trbobs f oted wcrie raffed ? W4 
k thit the Cbngrcfs hf d altered r heir rcfolUtioH 
'as to the humbcrs to* be fer^pioye^, or wais il 
b^caufe tne meii were i>ot to be ^ad F 

A. it wis ftot bWaiifc (hji C6l!gref& hacj 
filtered their refolution,.but bccaufc the men 
were riot tcj lie had.— ^TBey itia36 every cier- 
iloti.as dfuil J but 'thtj frad loft In the Cariad'^ 
expedition; ' at B'often, where tAey weri^ ei- 
tremely ficjkly, killed jn^ battle in thefeveral 
fnpgcmehts IvilR'tli^ iSritilh troops, talcq^ 
pnfoneri, ahd bj^ deaths iri thtT military hdfpi- 
tals," fooptHWard of i<Iew'Y6rk,' t tKir>fc t itiay 
fafely fay, upon gdbd cn^uify, riearly 40,000 
men. — The people "allb, ait that timey were 
more aVetfe to iht meafures of Cprisjrefs than 
the year before *. ' * 




|ng (if Kcryants. . ^ ,, 

Q. Wt^t jii-dporiibn of the . troo'fis' ^th^t 

compofed .Washington's * ^rmy eriliffeci* vblun- 

tarily? ' ' ' * * . * * 

A.. I cannot^ anfWef that queftioii with 

jprecifibn- -r- 1 bcBevc, npt ' a m<5iet^ of 

them. 

* The «Re6eI States, fid(6 th^ coinineD^eiQeht oAne re- 
bellion, hav^ loft in their military hofpitals, add ^( battle, 
10 their naval rand land fervioe,, nbt niich. (hsartfj 160,000 
inen^ which amount to a: fifth- part of the white men in 
i^raerica capable of iSearing arms. ^ • 

ft. Were 
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Q^ Were Bcfcrtei% frbm the rtbel irtny 
frecibent white Sir WiHiath Howe was in Phi- 
kad'pHra ? 

• A. They were frcqwnt — almoft daily.— ^I 
have known forty-nine come in in a day-— many 
l^s From teh to fifteen. 
^ Q^ What number do you fuppofe came in t6 
the army tit Philadeljphia ? 

A. The defetteirs vrctt generally fent fmni 
Jicad-quarters down to me for cxaminatiort^-^ 
from * me they went to Mr. Story, the officer 
appointed to adminifter the oath of allegiance. 
*^He kept a regular account of their numbers, 
their names, and the places of their nativity, 
and" I think there were upwai'ds of 230.0 
qualified at his office; and I believe, on good 
TCafon, there might have bteen upwards df ;^ or 
800 more not Qualified ; for I bften found, oh 
.ieeing him in the cviening, that the numbers I 
|iad lent down to him had not gone, fo that I 
fuppofe, at leaft, 3000 came in. 
' Q^ Do you fuppofe the number you harb 
^nentioned to be the whole of the defertion from 
the rebel army ? 

A. By no means ; I do hot fuppofe it ;— 
tnany might hate deferted into the country to 
their friends -r-per haps, half as many more. 

Ql What was the encouragement held out 
to induce deferters to come over to us ? 

A. A proclamation Was ilTued by Sir Wil- 
liam, Howe, offering them a* paflagc honnie to 
'litlatid or Eri^fand', their native country, and 
'thiy were ^en^rally paid for their arms and a'c- 
■^oiJtrenicnts. 

Q:^Thit 



Q. That part of the rebel army that cn- 
Iift«^ in the fervice of the Congrefs^ were thej^ 
chiefly compofed of natives of America, or 
were the grtaccft part of them EngHlh, Scpcch^ 
and Irifh? •- 

A. The names and places of their nativity 
being taken down, I can anfwer the que^on 
with prccifion. — There were fcarccly onc-fotirrfi 
natives of America •, — about one-half Irifli-,— 
the other fourth were Englifh and Scotch. • -'^ 

Q^ What is the character that the Pro^in^ 
cials ferving in the Britiih army bear ? Are thef 
good troops, ^nd have they beh^ed well n^en 
employed ? " - ^ A ^ ' 

A. I have underftood, as foon zs thepare 
difciplincd they are very good troops, and hiVe 
always bebaVed Well ; I know of no inftanee to 
the contrary. — That I know to be the bplnioh 
of many of the military gentlemen. 

Q^ Do yoii know any thing of the army of 
the Rebels in general, how that is compofcd4- 
of what country people ? 

A. I judge of that by the deferters that camse 
over. . . , . 

Q^ What was the fum given as bounty 
money to a recruit enlifting in our provincial 
corps ? 

A. I have underftood five hard dollars. 

Q^ At that time, what was the fum given 
by the rebels for a recruit to ferve i^ the- army 
, or the Congrefs ? 

A. The Congrefs gave twenty paper doUap 
a man, befides eight paper dollars to the per- 
fon who (hould procure a recruit — It WfW le- 
. commended by the Congrefs, in order to faci- 
litate 
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ijutc tBc recruiting for the .Rebel States, t^ 
^vide the ft^tes. iixto diftrids, and ta appoint 
t«^.or more pecTcms to recruit in each diftridt* 
*— Thefe perlons had the eight 'Continental 

;!c,Qi.What was. the proportion between fh^ 
hjkpi and, the paper dollars .? » - 

^^J^p It is in;ipoffible to fay •.'—they are now 
from fifteen or twenty to one. 
n.Qr: At the time the army .was at Philadel- 

.- ji* I cannot fay ; they migKt Tbe three or four, 
or five or eight to one *. " 

- ..Q^ What h^ve .you known fo be given, for 

; A. I have known from 49 U to lool. Con- 
ipnental fldoney j-, . . ; .. . . : 

Q^ What number of men* do you fuppofe 
are now fcrving in our army in America, as 
Provincials ? . ^ ^ 

A. 1 have been informed, from 6 to 7090—- 
Iwt I do hot know of myown knowledge. 

Q. Were rtherc any number of them cnii- 
i;ipdied as hulitia in any part of the country 
where the king's troops have been in poffcffion ? 

A. i un'derftood, when I was at New York, 
that there was a body of militia formed at 
Xohg Iflahd.— There were none in the Jcrfcys^ 
»or ^ Philadelphia^ . 

. - *' The Cortiincntal noney^ was conftantly fluctuating in 

its value.— When the firitiih army Entered a province, its 

<v^\»c wai imaiiTaofiei^aniilbi}ftie\)y and the people vencur- 

.edianp«)ly. to tclak it. • • : 

.if Ry late accounts horn gentlemen of the beft credit at 

New' York, the extravagant fum of 20a I, has been given 

fca a fubllitate. 

a Qi Were 
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(^ Wer? there ever ^ny attempts made t<| 
Induce the inhabitants to take up arm's, anci 
defend the country againft the incurfions of thi^ 
]R.ebch either m Pennfylvania or the Jerfeys? ''^ 

A. Not as militia •,— thete were ^corps crt- 
lii^ed in Philadelphia. 

Q^- What number of men were there iri 
Philadelphia, capable X>f bearing arms ? 
' X At .the delire of Sir WJliam^' Howe, I 
nupnUeffid the inhabitants of the city of Phpa- 
delphia and the fuburbs, diftitiguidiihg thfi 
males from the /emales, and taking the numbef 
6f thb?c- betwceli ^8 and 6o yc^rs of age.— 
There \verc in Philadcl|)hia and fuburbs, ynt^' 
in the limits, J^^Si males linder that Uefplpf 

' G". Might not tiiofemeh have t>een embbdicd 
a^ a nx^litia for the defence of the'city ? 

A* A' part df thenl^werc Qjiiakers — about 
cne^fourth.i-^Tbefe would tiot take up arms' pa 
any account. — I know <>f no reafon why the 
Others might n(tf*havei>eehyduce3'to take uti 
arms. . * 

' (X Were thofe whd wer6. found in a(5tual rc^- 
bcllipn^ or known t^ be diiraffe«3e(i*dijrarmed r^ 

A. In the city of Philiadelphia," t^^^ inha- 
bitants that were difaffc(9Lcd were difarmcid \ff 
me; in purfuance of difcftions from^^^^ 
liiim-Howe. ' ''' ' \ ' ": ' ^'^\' ' ' \ 

Q^ Were arms put into the hands of tht 
well affefjted inhabitants who h^d l^j^re b^en 
difarmcd by the rebels ? ' , . .' - 

A# l^ot generaIly--^A number of rtien^ to 
the amount of eighty or ninety, came m frottf 
the country, where I gjeneraljy rcfided ^n thef 



( is ) 

lUmmer, and offered to feiye witlioitt; cldthing 
0r pay, wkh aa allonkrance of proviQbns ;— fo# 
thcfe I procured from Sir William Howe arms i 
ft^aikl another body of men tbat came from 
Jerliey, the numbers I do not kpow, had alfii 
^ms put into their hand). 

Q^ Do you kiaovir of atty inftancca of th(|i 
iQkabttaDts taking up arnos cdF their own accor4 
in fupport of the King's authority ? 

A. Ther^ was a Gon&derable body of people of 
tiie back parts of Nortk Garolina (the r^t^ls ii^ 
their account called them ifioo)^ who took u^ 
arms in Support of the King'i authority, but they 
were attacked afid defeated by the rebels *^.--a 
Another body in the pcmnfula between thi$ 
Chefapeak and the Delaware (as I wa$ wdl ia' 
formed, confifting of 2000% likewiie took ^p 
arms in fupport xgf the King^a authority.-- <> 
Another party ip the fanie pcniafula, at an- 
other time (confifting of feveral hundreds), and 
another in the vCounty of Monmouth, in >thd 
Jerfeys^ confiftkig of about loo. — And I was 
well informed, tbar fome of the diftr^ids above 
Albany^ at the t^me that General Biurgoyne was 
advancing towards that place, took up arms^i 
and prjcLveoted the difali^ed paft of the idi* 
firi£t» from joining General Gfttes; declaring^ 
that if they went out to join General Gates^ they 
si^euidjoki General Burgoyne. 

* Some of thcfe loyalifts were atmed with ptfns^ others 
with clubs only.-^Indeed this was the circumftance ip every 
cafe where the^ople rofc in favour of Government ; — their 
auiui •having been .generally taken from xhtm^ under theor-* 
der of the Conjreis or PonNentigns. 

E Qj^ Did 
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. Q^ Did you find tMnj houfes deferted as dik 
army marched through Jerfey, or in the way 
from the Head of Elk to Philadelphia ? 

A. General Howe happened to land his troops 
in a partxvf the country more difafFeded than 
any other part I know ; I mean Cecil county ia 
Maryland.— At and about the Head of Elk, a 
number of inhabitants did deiert their hoiafes^ 
and carry off their effedb, but not all.«^^:A^^ 
Sir William Howe had advanced into the couh- 
try from thence, about eight or ten mik^, da 
near as I can guefe, I don't believe that I Ikm 
in the whole route of the army, from thence~to 
Philadelphia, confiding of at leaft feventy miles^ 
above ten, or, at moft, fifteen houfes deferted. 
— *I think not fo many, but I chufe to be under 
the mark.— The inhabitants were found quietly 
at home$ and, to me, there appeared every 
mark of pleafure at the troops arriving in the 
colony. 

Q^ What quantity of provifions did the army 
carry with it from the Head of Elk, or from 
Pencadder, where General Grant joined them. ^ 

A. I can't fpeak to that queftion from my 
own knowledge; but I was informed by the 
officers of the army that there was about four- 
teen days provifions landed f. 

Q^ How long was it from the time you left 
Pencadder to the time the General received 
provifions from the Beet in the Delaware ? 

f A great part of thefe provffions mufl have been expend- 
ed by the army before Sir William Howt left Pencadder,— 
Tlie army wvas landed on the 2;>ch of Auguft, and it did not 
marck from that place before ihe 8th of September. 

A. I 
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A. I think the army marched from Pencad- 
^ ihe 8th of September^ and, to my beft recol- 
Ic&ipn, the Welch Fuzileers went down, for the 
firil time» to the (hips below Philadelphia, to 
ofoq^e up the firft provifions on the 3d of 
O^obcr. 
,. Q4 How did the army fubfift during that 

tinae? . , . 

. A^ The army in their march got large quan« 
,%}fyps of provifions fupplied by the inhabitants-^^ 
•TJbtey drove a large quantity of live (tock with 
^thpxi to German Town, and fome to Philadel- 
^fihia. — They got other provifions in the country. 
.r-rThey took a magazine of floUr at Valley 
KOFge^ which I underftood was deftroyed. 

<^ While the Britifh armjr lay at PhiladeU 
|>hta, did the inhabitants from the neighbour* 
ifig countries, without the lines, bring in pro-^^ 
virions, and were the markets plentifully fup* 
plied ? 

A. The army lay at Philadelphia nine or ten 
months-r'there was in that city and fuburbs^ 
within the Britifh lines, near 25,000 inhabitants 
— I include the number of people that came in, 
befides the real inhabitants there ^ thefe, with 
the army and navy, did not want frefh provi- 
fions of all kinds whilft they remained at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Q^ In what fiate was Wafliington's army, in 
refped to provifions, while the Britifh army was 
thus fupplied i 

A. Part of that time Wa(hington*s main army 
lay at Valley Forge — it was then in extreme 
diftrcfs for want of provifions — the deferters 
who came in informed me, thac they were feve* 

£ a ral 
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r{A <ky6 at 4ia}f aUowMce *, :aDd fenae llmt; I Mr 
amined told me, that tbey h^ hiA £^rio\}gh»i^ 
go .cue into th^ neighbourhood to get pcoTi* 
fions. — At that time Waftiingtgn reQ&ivfd a. 
confidtrable partof hi$fupp)ie$fra«D tl^edift^oC) 
parts of Virginia and North Carolina, broij^ht 
up tht. Chefapeakf landed at Elk,. and itpa\^ 
thence conveyed to his canrip at Valley Foi^i^r 
waggons.- — r-The inhabitants were fo aver/p to 
the meafureisof Coognei^^ thjit they iiid :not l^p-t^ 
ply hiih witii provrfiions. ., . 

Q^ Had -iiotyou. cocrdjpondcnce through 
niany diSer-ent pares of America, in or^kr^ta 
furni(h General Howetwith intelligence ? 

A. T»be General, in fome mealucc, 4rcl^ on . 
nfte for intdligepce -e- he had otiher . totM^ 
of getting jnieUigencc —I &nt Oiut to my 
friends on. the Suiqi^ani^ah and to the Delay 
3ware-^it wzs kn cafy thing fo to xio^-^fittr in- 
habitants were continually going in and conir 
ff^ out; iund I defired ^t they would. inform 
^e of evfery tbmg m^tfirial th^ happeno^^m 
thufec^tts cefpe^ngiirhq;o»mber of troops thait 
ifaoY^ be ;tx>mistg ;ta)joHi.Wai(bingtan.r-^I fent 
iput rp^ny ff^es for ;the fQcnejtal oh Either >0C6ar 
•fion$.«-^T he. General had ;he ;befl: inteUigeMP 
from oifher.circuaiftancc&i .which: it. ;WQwld be 
improper for me to mention. — The intdJ&oencCy 
:1 thmk, jfauft Hay<5 been good, whilft. Wafh- 
ington,; in poflcffipn of cha^Lcoyntry, ct)mplaijv- 
ed of the want of intelligence, and faid Jie w^ 
lin an enetny*^ country. f—1 had. this from »n offi- 
cer under Wafliington.-?-*! would add, ^ith r^ 
fpedt to the difpoHtion of the people^ that pei- 
ions came in to m^ from all quarters of the 
. ■ ^ ^ Middle 
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Middlie'ColOftiete, end from their intelligence I 
jmfwered the former queltion. 

Q^ Tc^ what ewfc wa$ it owing that Wafli- 
ingcon's anmy .w^s fo badly fuppricd9 when h0 
Isiad the command' of the -country ? 

A. Wafliingtan wanted flour and bread for. 
bis army, and grain and forage for his horfes.-^ 
HeiiTued a pifoclamation^ cpmmanding all the 
inhatM£aiits within feventy miles of his camp 
oorthwardi ioulhward, and weftward, to threfl^ 
out their grain i one half by the firft of febru-i 
^ttf^ the other Mf by the firft of March, ui^der 
pain of having it taken from them, and only 
paid for ^s ftrAW. — But t;his proclamation was 
n^ <ibejtifedrr-Walhington yhen was obliged tq 
fend fome of the men of his army to the nejigh-:' 
bauring farmer s'tp tferefti ojut their grain, which 
he took and made ufe of without paying, for it« 

Q^ i>id Wafljtingcoi^ Bt^d the people ready to 
fupplf him with carriages? ^ 

A. He did not. — He got few carriages bot 
wbat he took by force. — fhe people hid their 
waggon w'bedis.-~He compefled them tp. pro- 
ducc them. — They theii <bro^ tfeeir wheels and 
^ifabled their waggons, which rendered it very 
^i^ult for him to be fMi?piied with waggons. 

Q^ In whai^ftate was Waibing ton's army 10 
felpcft to cJwbing in. the camp^iign of 1777 ? 

A. All the d^^fertfers whP c^tne m to usf, ,ex?- 
cept jhc jVicginians, and 3 .very few from the 
iiMobwianl, 'wer^e in a ,ma^ri?icx aa:l^ed-, — they 
were not clothed -fit ^f$]|r :the in^Jemency of the 
4eafoo.-^S,ame<of nhemhod li^cn .garment^ on, 
^aod ;thofe very ragged and torn. — Some with- 
fiut ihoes, very few with whole breeches or 

ftockings 
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ftockbgs — in fhort, they were objefts of diftref^ 
when they came down to me to be exammed.*-i 
The Virginians had pafled a law, under which 
they authorifed Commiffioners tb fearch the 
houfe of every inhabitant for whatever fpam 
cloth of every kind that might be fuitable for 
the army, and to feize it for that purpofc, which 
was executed. — The Virginians, therefore, were 
better clothed. — Walhington fent into - the 
county of Bucks, Where there was a confidefa^Wt 

?[uantity of cloth manufaftured, lying in flieir 
ulling-mills, and feized it for the ufe of his 
army ; but before it was conveyed to him it was 
taken by an American troop of light horfe and 
fome refugees, and conduced to Philadel- 
phia. 

Q^ What ftate was the rebel army in, in rp- 
fpeft to health ? 

A. From the time the rebel army was at Bof- 
ton, to the time alluded to in die queftion, 
Waftiington*s army was always very fickly, oc- 
cafioned, as the principal phydcian of his ho* 
fpital informed me, by the want of fait, and the 
eating of frefh {M'ovifions conftantly without 
fait, together with their often Wanting clothes^ 
and other good appointments. —* At the time 
alluded to in the queftion, Wafhington had not 
lefs than ten hofpitals.-— I examined one of the 
phyficians of thofe hofpitals, who gave me this 
information when he came to Philadelphia.^ 

Q. What was the number of W^ftiington'a 
army at this time at Valley Forge ? 

A. In the latter end of February, or begin- 
ning of March, Walhington had not 4000 efl^c* 
tivc men — from a great variety of accounts» 

from 
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frdtn a numbjer.of people who lived by hk 
ouxip; aj)d froo) ofHcers of his own army« 
. Qi By what means were th^ numbers there 
4ifrtini(hed after the battle of German Town? 

A. By. the.meians I have defcribed^ ficknefi 
9nd defcfcion. 

r^ ,Q^ Could an army of 15,000 men fubfift up- 
JQ^ the gountry in a march through the Middle 
fi^Jlg^ies? 

. .-,/V.,Ujilefs it is, very much altered, and that 
»?i^ry . lately^ (hey certainly could, and a much 
^^4^er army. The Middle Colonies are colo- 
dnif s..f>f provifions. — They have a plenty of cac- 
.tle suad hogs ; and they abound with grain, In- 
dian corn, wheat, rye, oats, and barley. 
' Qi What number of people do you fuppofe 
the Britilh army and its followers confifted of 
that were fed by the country in the march 
from Elk Head to Philadelphia, and until it 
opened its communication with the ihips ? 
^ A. The. army, and its followers, I imagine, 
;Confifted of about 20,000 men, — I underftood 
fo from officers of rank in the army— I never 
faw the returns — but I underftood that to be 
viiear the number. 

Qj^ What was the dilpofition of the Middle 
Colonies inf the fpring of 1778, before you left 
. Philadelphia ? 

A. I had good reafon to believe, from the 

enquiries I made refpefting the difpolition of 

the people, that they were very generally de- 

.firous of giving up their new rulers, and of 

being united with this country. 

QT Had you reafon to belive that any gen- 
tlemen of weight and infiuence in Pennfy^lvania 

2 were 



^rd K-eady td «keft thcmfelvM in 6ikrihin§ 
the difafFefted in tbt felreral counties^ and re^ 
Hormg the counties to the peace of the King? 

A. Almofl fmm the tirtie that I went to thU 
ladelphia wkh the atmy, to that of the evacuat- 
ing of the place, gentlemen from many tf thlJ 
xoumies in the peninfula below, indeed almoft 
M^ and feveral counties in Pennfylvania, Phifa*> 
delphia county, Bucks, Lancafter, Chefter^ 
Cumberland, and fome of the counties in Jer-» 
iey, fent me afibrances, that as foon as the firi^ 
tifii army fiiould operate againft General Wafti- 
irtgton, and drive him over the Sufqtrchanftafh, 
or the Delaware, they would (oould they be 
fupplied with the arms they wanted) CKert thera- 
felve3 in reftoring the fevera! diftrids to the 
peace of the crown, aftd that they had no ^oobfe 
of accompUfliing it.— I believed this iiiformai- 
tion. — I will not fay whether I gave it to Sir 
William Howe ; becaufe I don\ rccolleft whe- 
ther I tnade but a ftate of ihfe faffts before the 
intended cvacuatioh rf Philadelphia; but I gave 
a paper to this amount to Sir Hehry Clinton, 
and, 1 believe, to Mr. Eden and Governor 
Johnftone.— ButI am not certain whether 1 gavtf 
it to Sir William Howe or not. 

Q. When Sir William Howe arrived off the 
mouth of the Delaware, were there any ob-» 
ftruftions to his landihg below the Chcvuux-de- 
frize, and above Bombay Hook ? 

A. There was no obftrudtioh that I know of. 
—There were no forts below the Chevaux-de* 
frize, nor any obftruftion, unlefi the water- 
guard, that lay above the Chevaux-de*frize, 
inight be deemed ah obftru^ion* 

' Ci^ Were 
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Q^ .Were there, to your kaowledge, any re- 
gular force in the province of Pennfylvania at 
that time ? 

A. There was none -^I made particular en- 
quiry of the inhabitants of Philadelphia and 
others. — I enquired of a gentleman who lived 
at Newcaftle, and was on the fpot. 

Q^ What was the diftance between the Bite, 
of Newcaftle and the road leading from ^Ik 
Head to Philadelphia? 

A. About feven or eight miles, 

Q.. Where was Mr. Wa(hington*s army at 
the time the King'^ fleet and army were off the 
Delaware ? 

A. They were in the Jerfeys. — ^1 fpeak to this 
from a particular enquiry from the inhabitants 
in Pennfylvania; and, from the beft information 
I could get of Waihington's army, they did not 
pais the Delaware from Jerfey until about the 
lOth or 12th of Auguft. 

Q^ When did the rebels^ pafs through Phila-* 
delphia ? 

A. I was informed that they paflcd through 
about the 23d of Auguft. 

Q^ From whom had you that information ? 

A. 1 do not know it from my own know- 
ledge, but from the general declaration of the 
people who were on the fpot. 

Q. Had you any communication with. Sic 
William Howe, refpeding, his going up the 
Chcfapeak, and what communication i 

.A. After my return from Hillfborough to 
New York» ' 1 met on the road accidentally Lord 
Howe. Frorp a converfation which paflcd be- 
tween us, 1 fufpedled that Sir .William was 

F going 
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polag with his fleit and wmy roorid to the 
Chefapcak. I fbrefaw tbedifiiculcics he would- 
mcet with, and was diftreffcd at it. Inftcad of 
purfifling my journey to the city, 1 returned to 
jny friend's, where I had lodged the night 
before, Mr. Foxcroft, Deputy Poft-Maftcr Ge^ 
neral of North America. I told him^ that i: 
apprehended Sir William Howe was going 
round to the Ch'efapeak. I alked him for pen^^ 
ink and paper. 1 put down in \Vriciflg thofcL 
difficulties, which I thought Sir William Howe 
would meet with, and which he ought to he 
apprifed of. When finifted, I (hewed chcm:tO 
Mr. Foxcroft, and he* approved of tfaem, and 
I refolved to feiid them to Sir William .Hove* 
I carried rhcm to Capt. Montrefor, through 
whb0 I often commufiicated with the Gene* 
ral. Capt, Montrefor, on perufal, approved 
chein alfo, and faid, he would cheerfully de* 
liver them to the GeneraL The difficulties 1 
pointed out were in fubftance ^s follows.*— 
The diftance of the way round from the Hook 
to the head of Elk ; the conftant prevalence of 
the fouthcrly winds along the coaft at that 
feafon of the year. In order to induce Sir 
William Howe to prefer going up the DcU- 
ware to the Chefapeak, 1 mentioned, that the 
diftance from Newcaftle to Lancafler, where I 
apprehended he tiiight be going after Wafli-r 
ington's magazines, was nearly about the fame, 
as the diftance from the head of the Elk — 
chat the country was more open, and the toads 
better *, and that, fuppofing his objedt was the 
magazines at Lancaster, his going up tht De- 
laware would be an excellent cover to his de- 
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/igcis, as the enemy would naturally conclude 
that Philadelphia was his objc^V, and not thol'i^ 
iDiigazines. Theft, to the beit of my recol- 
le£ti0n, were the difficulties and fa£ts contained 
lo the paper that 1 delivered toCapt.Montrefor, 
If I am miftaken in any partiqular, it is from 
want of recolloftion, and Sir William Howe 
ten fct me rights as he had the paper. Aboui 
ciglit or ten days after I had delivered th«l 
paper. Sir William Howe lent for me by Capt« 
Momrefor, and . aflced me^ how I knew he was 
going to die Cbefapeak? I anfwered, I did 
t6t pofitively kxiow it. He faid, I did, front 
the paper before him. I replied, the paper 
ivas not pofittve^ but conditional, fuppofing he 
intended to go there. He then afked, whether 
my objrdtiona tefted on the difiiculties of the 
navigatito of the Chefapeak i 1. replied, they 
^id : not.. I was a very little while with Sit 
William Howe, and I don't recoiled any thing 
rife that pajQed. 

Q^ Whien it was known in Philadelphia, that 
that city was to be evacuated, what effect had 
it on. the minds of the inhabitants ? 

A. The inhabitants of that city, a very few 
excepted, were faithful, and loyaL fubjetts of 
the Crown } many of them had taken a very 
decifive and adtive part on the behalf of the 
CrawAr^-a meafure of that kind could not fail, 
therefore, to ftrike them with great difmay 
and dtftrejs. 

Q. Did you, or any other perfon, to your 
koQfwledge, apply to the Conrimandcr in Chief, 
upon this occalion, for advice^ reipecling the 

F 2 meafurcs 
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meafures proper to be purfoed for your perfo^ 
nal fafety, and what was the advice given ? 

A. Sir William Erfkicie came down to me 
from Sir William Howe and Sir Henry Clin:- 
ton, to give me notice, as fuperintendaht of 
the' city, that it was to be evacuated. I fent 
for the magiftrates that were adling under me, 
immediately, to confult them refpe6ling> our 
own fafety^ and that of the inhabitants, who 
had taken a decifive part on behalf of the 
Crown. In our converfation, Mr, Schoemaker 
repeated what he had told me a few days be- 
fore, that Sir William Howe had advifed him 
to go over to WaQiington, and make his peace. 
It was natural for us to confult together upon 
' the confequences of that advice, and we all re- 
folved not to follow it. However, we thought 
it neceflary, as our fafety was llill unprovided 
for (our lives being attainted, and all that we 
had in the world confifcated), ftill to know 
what was to become of us. The magiftrates, 
therefore, requefted I would wait on Sir Wil- 
liam Howe on the occafion, which I accord- 
ingly did immediately, when he gave us the 
fame advice. I ftartcd a difficulty rcfpedling 
the prafticability of it -, upon which he advifed 
us to apply to Sir Henry Clinton to procure a 
flag to go out for that purpofe. I returned to 
the magiftrates, and reported what had paflfed; 
and we then ferioufly debated and confidered 
among ourfclves, whether we fhould follow. 
the advice. One of the magiftrates did not 
fay fo much on the fubje6b as the two others 
did, which induced me to put the queftion 

fingly,. 
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fingly, whether we. (hould follow the advice or 
not. I put it to the magiftrace who had faid 
little firft. His anfwer was immediately in 
the negative, and we unanimoufly agreed not 
to follow it. We however refolvcd, before we 
parted, to communicate our circumftances to 
Sir Henry Clinton, with the advice that was 
given to us, as we knew upon him, in a few 
days, the command of the army would devolve. 
I wrote a letter to Sir Heory Clinton, requeft- 
\n^ an interview upon a matter which highly 
concerned the magiftrates and citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia. Not receiving an anfwer from Sir 
Henry Clinton fo foon as I expected, and CoL 
Innis, a ccMifidential friend of Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, calling on me, I communicated the whole 
that I have mentioned to him, and requefted 
he would fpeak to Sir Henry Clinton on the^ 
occafion. A good deal palled between us. 
He feemed alarmed that we (hould be ad- 
vifed to go over to the enemy, and pointed 
out the confequences that would attend it, and. 
immediately offered to go to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, and bring us an anfwer relative to our 
perfonal fafety. He foon returned and in- 
formed me, that what he (hould fay I was not 
to underftand as official from Sir Henry Clin- 
ton (he did not fay fo— but I underftood, at the 
time, it was becaufe the command had not 
then devolved on Sir Henry Clinton), and in- 
formed me, that Sir Henry faid, he could not 
have granted a flag on fuch an occaQon, had 
we requefted it^-^that the game was not up—* 
that the war was not over, but would (lill be 
carried on vigoroudy, and deflred that we 
2 would 
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would not entcflam a thought of going over to 
the. enemy. 

Q. If the magiftrates of Pbiladeiphia had 
gooe over to the Rebels, what eSctl would 
that meafure h^ve had in America ? 

A. If tbe aiagHfcraces of Ph'klade]{>hia • ha^ 
gone over to the Rebds under that advice^ it 
would certainly have had every pernicigNM 
eflfed.*»--The people in general would have be* 
lievcd what the Rebels at that time induftrioufiy 
propagated«***ihat the conceft was given t^|Pw 
and that America was tO' be evacuated^-r-TUqp 
would, or at leaft great numbers f>f th^xn 
would,^ have taken the oarin of allegiance, tnd 
abjuration to the States^ and become thoil 
perfeA fubjeds. 

Q^ Did you attend the army from Brtmfwic 
to Trenton in 1 776 ? 

A- Yes. 

Q* At what time did the army march from 
Brunfwic, and at what time did it. arrive ac 
Prince Town that day ? 

A. 1 lodged with General Vaughan the 
evening before, and underftood the orders were 
to march at four o'clock. — The army did 
march very early ; they arrived at Prlnce*Town 
about four o'clock in the afternoon. 

C^ Where was Wafhington and his army at 
that rime ? 

A. The main body of his army was at Tren- 
ton, a part at Prince-Town, and I believe ar 
iiew advanced nearer to Brunfwic, to obierve 
the motions of the Briu(h army. 

(^ Had you information, which you had 
leafon to believe, with regard to the time of 

of 
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of Walhington's ka:ving Prince-Town that 
day? 

A. I was informed by feveral of the inha^f 
bitants of Prince^Town, and particularly by 
ihe gentleman with whom I lodged, that 
Wafiiington had left ic about an hour before 
the van of the British army arrived. 

Q^ At what hour the next morning did the 
army n>arch from Prince-Town to Trenton^ 
ai^d at what time did the army arrive at Trent 
tott ? 

A. To the beft of my- recoUeftion, the arotgr 
marched between eight and nine o'clock in the 
morning, and arrived at Trenton about three 
in the afternoon. 

Q. Do you know what was General Wafhing- 
jton's force at that time, and by what means do 
you know it i 

A. I have faid before, that General Wafli- 
tngton's force confifted at that time of about 
3300 men. — A number of the inhabitants of 
Trenton made his force lefs ; but Major Barnes, 
of the Provincial coqds, who lived in Trenton 
at the time, and at whofe houfe Wafliington 
took up his head-quarters, informed me, that 
]by a return made to Wafliington the day before 
he pafled the Delaware, his whole army, ex- 
cepting Lord Sterling's brigade, amounted to 
2900 men; — and Lord Sterling's brigade did 
not, at that time, amount to 400. 

Q^ Is it your opinion, that it was poflible or 
not, to have overtaken General Wafhington's 
army before it had croffed the Delaware ? 

A. I am no military man, and can fpeak 
pnly to fads, which, as far as they go, I am 

ready 
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jready to aofwcr. — H^d Sir, William Homtc 
marched from Prince Town at four o'clock in 
the morning as he did from Brunfwic, or at 
three o'clock, as he did from Philadelphia, to 
White Marfh, he certainly would have been at 
Trenton four or five hours fooner than he was. 
— Waftiington's laft boat, in which he carried 
over his army, had not reached the oppofitc 
ihore, when the van of the Britilh army arrived 
at Trenton. 

Q^ How far is it from Prince Town to Tren- 
ton? 

A. Twelve meafured miles. 

JVitbdrew. 
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Veneris^ i^°die y unity 1779. 

COMMITTEE on PAPERS prefented 
by Mr. tJ^ Grey, the 19th of March 
laft, purfuant to Addrefs. 

Mr. MONTAGU in the Chair; 






JOSEPH GALLOWAY, Efq; called in, 
and examined by feveral Members of the 

COMMITTEB. 

« 

Q^TTTHETHER, in your opinion, the 
VV- ^^^^^ Delaware might have been 
eroded by Sir William ^ Howe when he came 
down to Trenton with the army, and your rea- 
fons for that opinion ? * 

' A, There does not appear to me to have 
been any difficulties to have prevented the 
Britifh army from paffing the Delaware in De- 
cember 1776, when Sir William Howe was at 
Trenton.—- I have faid, that Wafhington^ 
force was but fmall. The river Pelaware, ia 
and about Trenton, is from 3 to 400 yards 
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wide.— At a|)la6c^cajl^ BpflcJ'^Fc^P'y/ aWut 
twp miles bdoijr Trftuu^R, V ril>»k. tl 
acrofs the river is very.neafjjep yardj 
ground at the place I luw menciq^i^ (Boiii^ 
Ferry) is higb» and perfefUy-conuiiaads ^^^e 
fhore on the oppofice fidc^ fa; beyond c^niapa 
ihot»— <-Under thefe circumftances, I know of 
no difficulty except that of the want of boaf ^^or 
pontoons,*^! had a converiation with Capuia 
Montrefor. , v ^ 

ObjeSicn being taken to Mr. Galloway V ^it^^gr 

an a€ceunt of this converfation^ be ,p9S^^ 

ordered to withdraw^ 

Jgain failed in* ,.^ /^ > . ^ 

C^ Had you any occafioQ to examine par* 
ticularly into the praftiq^ble means of pafling 
the river ? 

A. The converfation I intended to have 
meationedy was only as introduftory ta a a\oft 
niaterial faA» which was« that, at Captaia 
Montrefor-s requeft) I did enauiret whetho; 
there were any materials in or about Tremoi^ 
with which pcmtoons, boacs, or nifia might bc^ 
Cftnftru&ed ; and I: found 484000 SSt oE 
board$» a quantity of. iroQ».aiid ihus WM 
timber enough about Trenwa for thutpurpofct 

Q^ Did you find boats or fcbDU^ i . 
.A. I didj^— <herc ^ttt two boto-in a mill 
pond, atAltttkdifooceJ&omTiemoOi*--! did 
hot fee them» but they were r^pttted to me t<> 
bp there. 

. Qc How many oien would thofe boats carry 
at a time I 

A. I underftood from fifty to fixty men 
a-piece. ^ , Q^Ia 
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* * 

Qi' In lAtr rimi^ from the iiifertMttoii you 
^ idM you' trnderibKkt tibt i Widgt m\^t 

* A. I am riot^lS3*h^f«v^ to artfwcr tliat qtief- 
tfoh Ircwmy o^n' /joflfemiftti alid 1 made ho 

^^•^' ' WUhdrmo. 

XalkHH again. ' * ^ 

" <^ Did you fee the bodrds you mentioned f 

A. IdW not. 
5HQ. Witch the Britifll woops took poflfefflon 
oF^heJerfeys, were any proclamatiena iffued^. 
or meafiares taken to cdndiliate the niinds of 
the people to the Britifh Governmeht ? - 

^^A. 'Thfctd wia^ A {>roclam«tioa-, I underftood 
fi was iffised vvhfen^r William Howe was in 
the Jerfeys ; I met with it at Brunfwic, I reaU 
Jy tanftot be certain as to the "dflt^f.—Bv this 
irfddlaim^iOfT, ^ pardon wa^ 4>ffefed to ail fiich 
e^tfife inhrabitants as ftipuld come ^in and tak« 
iS^tf* ^ath * of allegiaiice Jta the xrown, with a 
pl^%l3e'af engagement > tb prbteft ^ tbcm in 
ffiilir |**fdft * and properties. . > v . 
^•'C^'»fn ^i*iat^ manner were the. inbabdtanta 
iref^ted by« the BriciAf troops itfiper'they received 
theit prbtedHohs ? * ' 

A. Many of themi by far toO many, were 
^tuhdered of their property while they had 
Ih^r written p^oieftions ifi tbetir hands, or in 
ikttvt houfes.-^Friefids to* Oo^^mment, and 
thofe dtfafieded to Government, fhared chefame 
fate in a great variety' of inftafic^s* 

Withdrew. •■ 
. © 2 Aiain 
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jfgain calUiin. . \t r:/ "^ - . ' -» r* .• ^ * 
C^ Was chat laft; ^ofwer^ given., ffon'ryoiif 
own knowledge ? > •;•••::>';♦ 

A* Fr<)m' my own knowledge. r:- , ./ 

Q; By whom we»c fuch iniiabijJtn» pliin-- 
dered after they had received ' tbeie i pKMsec^ 
tions ? 
A, By the Britifh and Hefliap troopl; ;. "" 
'Qi To your own knoik^led^e ? ./•..• > 
A. I fhould be happy if i\» Cdntnioee 
would kt me explain myfelf.— -It.e^ybeeK^ 
pe£ted, that I ought not to anfwer^ to my own 
knowledge, unlels I faw the fad committed. 
-—That I did not, and yet I can affign iudk 
teafons, I think, as will juftif y me in faying--* 
to my own knowledge. '^The people plundered 
have come to me recently from the fail, with 
tears in their ey<es, complaining that they were 
plundered of every thing they had in the 
world, even of the pot to boil their vi£luals.~- 
I myfelf drew a memorial to Sir William Howe, 
in behalf of a friend to Government, who had 
been plundered of many thoufands in Madeira 
wine ; — that memorial was prefented, — the de- 
termination of it was referred to General 
Robertfon, whether the perfon Ihould be paid 
for the wine or not (the perfon was Mr. . Sharp 
of New York). This w»s fettled, and I have 
reafon to know of many other memorials that 
were prefented on the like occafions. — I have 
feen them before they were prefented ; — and as 
to the faft of the plunder, many affidavits were 
taken on thtlt occafion by the enemies to Go- 
vernment, 



vtmmwti ^hkh affidavits wcr« publilhcd 
Again calkd im .::.... 

J& Was, you : with tteiarcny when they 
macdhed frgm Brwnfwip \ te^.HilUtorough ? 

. A* I was. 

^ .Qi QO'^Qtt kftQW: of any roads lejiding round 
Mr. Wafhington's camp at Middle Brook, on 
l|ir5foil*^:^ yHi?h Sir •WiUiatn Howe might 
We'P^^i&d ^ jTounjl hecweep. l)im ^nd the Ddiax* 
Wife ftiidi his iiMlgagiQ^^?': ^ . 

A« I never palled the road from ^runftvic to 
Miiiidk* Brook t-: 

- Qs Wb^re were Waihington*s magazines at 
the time you were in the camp at Middle 
Brook? 

^ A. His s^tillery magazine was at NorringtODj 
about fifteen miles from , Philadelphia. — The 
magazines ^f provifions were at Lancafter, 

* Whoever wilhes to be fully fatisfied in reipe£t to the 
indifcriminate plunder and wanton deftrudtion of property 
committed by the Britifh foldiery, in the county of Weft 
Chefter, in the province of New York, and in the towns 
of Newark, Elizabeth-Town, Woodbridge, Branfwic, 
Kingilon, Prince Town, and Trenton in New Jeriey, are 
referred to the Pennfylvania Eveninc; Pods of the 24th and 
39th of April, I ft, 3d, and loth of May 1 777, 

f The chart of New Jerfey will ihcw, that there is a 
road leading from Brunfwic to Bound Brook, and from 
thence to Eaflon ; and it is known, that in that part of the 
country, which is full of plantations, there are many roads 
leading round Wafhington's camp on his right and left, in 
which there can be no doubt but Sir William Howe might 
have palled with his army even to the Delaware. With 
thefe fa£ts he could not be unacquainted, as the Surveyor of 
the diftridt in which Wafhington was encamped, was at the 
lime with the Britilh army* 

5 ^ Manhcim, 
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Manhiittt^ C«rlW*> Lebafnon, arid I believe' 

fome at Reading— all ih Fenniyiyania Ifpeak " 

from accouirts brought to ttie at New York, - 
which I gay^ tpCaptaiii M^ntrefor. ' 

.Q^, (pbuid ^Gincral' WafliingCon, in yotir 
opinion, tn "tafS ^general Howe had cit>fihi the 
Delaware, have remained in thejerfeys when 
hb' magazfhes^wertf iil ihe |>taces you We . 
mentioned.? ._. _ ' .c 

A. He irertUinljf niight 'illie Ifid cliofe ft^ 
aifd hiad deteraiined td al^e the tooieqtieli(n»' , 
which might "Tiav? attended' the toi& tof'fcift'' 

magazine3 •. . _ , ^ !^ \ . - 

Qj^ Do you apprehend he mi^t haire tnartM * 

Ciained his army with provifion$ and ftores wii^*' 

out thofe magazirtes P - 
A. Not in any Ihort time. 
Q^ Were there atiy preparations made by 

General Howe for cralRng the Delaware at or 

before bis march to HilMbordUgb; and wbac 

were they? 

^ Had Wafiiington remained in tbe Jerfeys, and per- 
roftt'i^d Sir William Howe to have pafied into Pennfylvania 
withoQt giving him battle, his maeazines of military iiores 
and prbvifiond muil have been loft, if Sir William Howe had 
chofen to l^ave takea them. — Philadelphia mull have fallen 
into his hands, and the whole province fubmitted.— It is 
therefore not to be prefamedy that Wafliington would have 
been- (o> deftitute of regard for his own intered, as not to have 
cither fbu[ght the Britifh army in Jerfey^ or have left his 
firqng pofl^asu is called, and pafied over the Delaware with 
a view lo the defence of objedt upon which the force and 
cxiltence of his army fo materially depended. . For thefe 
he ibught atLBtandy Wine in Aogo^, and for thefe he mull 
havf fpugbt in New Jerfey or Peanfy^ania in June^ or loft 
thcm^ 



^ • ■ • 
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,A^ There were a .jj)«pb<r of pontoong boilt 
at New York;, a huinber of j^at-bottomcd 
boats prepared and put upon carriages 5 — thefc 
were carried toj&runfwic; taken out of the, 
water and put upon, carnages iat^Brunfwic— -they 
were not caf rieq tp liill(borough„ bu; left at 
Brunfwic. ,,;..,. 

lQ:.'Po.you Icnow, whether the Delaware is 
fordable above or below Trenton ? 

A.4^ith?.,fiiinfier, it is f<?rdabje inajgrcat 

Scgflcnapcr; ^nd pc^ober, the paflage over is 
interrupted occauohally only by heavy rain$.-~ 
Thp.frclhes, in -the PeUwarc.^ generally fubfidc 
in^ftjiy^ or five days after the raiii ccafes. 

(^ Were there any particul.^r . cit-cumftaftces 
to make you fuppofc it wa? -. no t fordable at 
that time? , .. , 

A. Whether .the rain, while we were; at 
HillA)orough» made it unfordable or' pot, I 
cannot tell. 

Q. Have you had your pardon ? 
, A. I have not. 

Here the witnefs was interrupted^ aniord&ii to 
withdraw. 

Again called in^ and proceeds in bis anfwer t9 
the lafi quejtion. 

A. I did not apprehend^ and I am perfe<ftly 
confcious in my own mind, that I have never 
done any thing that requires a pardon. I tSeg 
that I may have an qppQrtunity, in a brief man* 
ner, of explaining my coaduA in Cqngrels^^ 
and then I will proceed to fhew that a pardon 
was denied, as unneceflary. — rwent into Cgn-' 
grefs at the earneft folicitadon of the Ai&mbly 
of Pennfylvania.-— I refufed to go, unlefi they 

would 
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Vfould fend with me, as the rule of my conduft, 
ihftruftions agreeable to my own mind •, — they 
fuffercd me to draw up thofe inftruftions ; — they 
were briefly, to (late the rights and the griev- 
ances of America, and to propofe a plan of 
amicable accdmtnodation of the diflerences be-^ 
tween Great Britain and the Colonies, and of a 
perpetual union ; I fpeak now from the records 
of Pennfylvania, where thefe inftruftions are. 
Upon this ground, and with a heart full of 
loyalty to my Sovereign, I went into Congrefs, 
—-and from that loyalty I never deviated in the 
lead. I propofed a plan of accommbdation in 
the Congrefs, agreeable to my inftruftions ; — . 
fomc of the beft men, and men of the bcft 
fortunes, efpoufed the plan, and drew with me. 
*— It was propofed and debated a whole day, 
and carried upon the queftion, fix Colonies to 
five, that it Ihould bt refumed and further con* 
fidered. — I have in my hand the introductory 
refolve of Cbngrefs in my own writing, which 
identically was delivered by me in Congrefs.— 
;it is indorfed in the hand of Charles Thomp* 
fon, the then and prefent Secretary to the Con-» 
grefs.— The introduftory refolve is but fliort, 
and I will, therefore,, for the information of 
the Committee, and in vindication of my own 
reputation, beg leave to read it. 
He read it as follows : 

;^ Indorfed^ " Mr, J. Galloway^s Motion*? 

28th Sept. 1774*'* 

.« Refolvedj 
, *^ That this Congrefs will apply to his Ma^ 
jcfty for a xedrcfs of grievance?, under which 

his 
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hi% faithful fubjeds in America labour, Ind 
jBiTure hiaii that the Colonies hold in abhor- 
rence the idea of being conHdered independent 
communities on the Britifh Government, and 
inoft ardently defire theeil:abli(hment of a 
palitical union, not Odly artiong themfelves, 
but with the Mother Stdte, upon thofe . princi- 
ples of fafe<:3r and freedom which are eiTcntial 
in. the conftitution of all free Governments^ 
and particularly that of the Britifh Legiflature. 
And as the Colonies, from their local circum- 
ftances, cannot be fepreitnted in the Parlia- 
tnent of Great Britain, tHey will humbly prd- 
pofe to his Majcfty and his two Houfes of Par- 
liament the following Plan, under which tbi 
ftrengib of the whole empire may be drawn to* 
getber on any mcrgency^ the intereft of both 
countries aioanced^ and the rights and liberties of 
America fecuted^^ 

I beg further to obferve, before^ I read thd 
Plan, that my great dbjed was to prevaH on 
the Corigrefs to take the ground of accommo- 
dation, and to avoid that of arms ; add there- 
fore, in forming the plan, I omitted fcveral 
things that I thought might obftru^ their 
taking that ground. I do not, therefore, pro^ 
pofe it as a perfefl plan, nor altogether as a 
plah of my judgment. 

< Withdrew^ 

Calkd in againy ahd proceeds, ' 

The reafon Why the plah was not altogether 
to my judgment was, becaufe I thought \i 
Would admit of fome very material additions^ 
and not that I difapproved of the plan as far as 
it went. 

Reads the Plany asfoUcws: 

H wfPLAN 
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tweeh Great Britain and the Colonics 
of New Hampfhire> the Maifachufet^s 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, G)nQe£ticut, 
New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylva* 
xiia> Maryland^ the three Lower Coun^ 
ties OH /^^ Delaware, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Soutli Carblinai 'and 
Georgia. 

«« THAT a Britifc and American le^jO&r 
ciire, for regulating the adminiftration cf 
the general affairs of America, be propole^ 
and ;eftabli(hed in America, includit^ aU the 
faid Colonies, within and under which goveri^ 
ment each Colony (hall retain its prefi^nt con- 
fiittition, and powers of regulating and govern- 
ing its own internal police in all cafes what- 
ever; 

*' That the faid Government be adminiftefled 
by a Preiident General to be appointed bjr the 
King, and a Grand Council to be chofen' by 
the Reprefentatives of the people of the 
feveral Colonies in their refpeftive AlTemblies^ 
once in every three years. 

'* That the feveral Aflemblics fliall. chufc 
Members for the Grand Council in the foUow^- 
ing proportions, viz. 

New Hamplhire, Delaware Counties^ 

. MaiTachufet's Bay, Maryland, 

Rhode Ifland, Virginia, 

Connefticut, No;th Carolina^ 

] New York, South Carolina, 

New Jerfey, Georgia, 



s 
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^ho flsall meet at the cit^ of ibf 

the firft time, being caU«d by the Prefidenc 
titneral, as'foonas cohv^hientfy mky t)6 after 
his'^ appoiftttneht. 

W7That there (hall be a new eleftion of 
iMIDber» for the General Council every three 
j^9t^\ and on the death, renK>val, or refig-> 
nation of any member, his place (hall be fup* 
plidd by a ne^ choice at the next fitting of th6 
Affiffihbly of the Colony he reprefented. 

*> That the Grand Council (hall meet once 
itt^cftry year, iftheylhall thiak it necelTary, 
ami bftener if occafion ihall require, at facH 
time and place as they fhall adjourn to at the 
liSt preceding meetit)g, or as they fhall be 
called to meet at by the Prefident General, on 
any emergency; • ' ' " ^ 

' *' ' That the General Couificil (hall have power 
to chule their own^ Speakier, and (hall hold and 
^etcili^aU the li^e^ i^ig^t^, libjertiesi^aDd privi- 
^1^81 as. are held papd exerpfed by 4uid in the 
|ipu& of Commons of prcat Britain. 
] -*i.rTiiat the Prefnlent Qeneral (baU h(dd hi$ 
oJG^c^jdu ring the plje^luce of the Kit^; and bra 
^q{)f;|t^an be requisite to all a A3 of thcGram^ 
.Coqncdi, and it (hall be; his office and duty t9 
capff thei9 to be carrig^ into executiqn* 

'^ That the Prq&d$nt. General, by aod witli 
the advice and confent of the General Council, 
hold and exergife^ all the Jegiflatiire rights, 
powers,* and authorities, necefTary for regu- 
laciag and adminiftering all the general police 
and affairs of the Colonies, in which Great 
Britain and the Colonies, or any of them, the 
Colonies in general, or more than oiie Colony^ 

H 2 are 
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«itf in any mahtier eoncerped; ds wcH dvll 0ili 
^riminfil as commercial- ''• 

»« That the faid Prefident General and Gra(hd 
Council be «» inferi^ diftinif • hrancb of th^ 
Britijk LegiflaluTf^ united and incorporaSed wtb 
U for the afqrefaid geperal purppfes, and. \\^Xk 
any of ijie faid general rpgvjiations my prig^rr 
nate, and be formed and digefted^ eitbor in the 
Parliament of Great iBritain or in thc'fai^ 
Grand Council, and being .. prepared* Ka 
{nitted CO tfatc) other for their apprQbatiaa or 'dir«> 
fent:; a{](d fhat the affent of both i^aU he^re^ 
Quificp tq . (he validity pf all fuc;h genera) ^dii^ 
prftatutfs, .. ' i. .. w. ..*. 

*' Ttiat iQ time of war, all bills for- grants; 
)|ig aid; (o the Crown, prepared by the Grind 
Council, and approved by the Prefident Gen^T 
raU ih^l be v4id« a(id p^ifed into a kw> with* 
put the affent of the Britiih Parliament.** * i 

Under the circumftances of my whole con^ 
du£by aa ^pcU in Congrefs as out of it, F did 
not apprehend, that I had done any one a^ 
chat reqiured a pardon; and yet, ais Twas a 
member of that Congrris, I did >apply to thi 
khen a&ing Secretary of the Commiflioners^: 
and tenderied myfelf to comply with the Prt^ 
clamation, by taking^- the oath of allegiance, 
and thereupon to receive a pardon *• 

Q^Whaf 

* The plan propofed by Mr. Gallpway gave the inde»> 
pendent fa^ioa much uneafinefi, ais they faw it contained 
(be great oQtliDes of an onion with Great Britain,- wbttii 
yrere appipved of and fupported by a confiderable majonCf 
pf the geiHlemen of abilities, fortune, and influence, tbeii 
in Congrefs ; from whence they juftly concluded it wbuM 
be agree^blf to the people at large; ai^d, Ibbiild it''bi 
* * . ■ adopte4 
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/Qi.*What yc^r \^M it you fcn^kred youp^. 
felf? 

: A. 1 think it wa^ in January^ ^777* I was 
tokl by Mr. Seark, who wa$ the Secretary, 

thac. 

adapted as th^ groand of reconciliation, tbe!r fchcme of 
In^ptrtdcticc woold be totally froflraced; Mr. AdaSAi a6d 
ilk party left no means in their power at^eSbyti, to pre-^ • 
vftil on the xnembers of Congrefs to reject it on the fecoad 
reading, and left this (iep (hould fail of fuccef?, to ihcehfe 
ith^'iiiob io Philadelphia againft it. At this time, the minda 
of> i!he fowler ranks of people in Phifadelpbia, who were 
goveraed in a great degree by Mr. Adams,; bein^ prepared^ 
for the moil violent meafores, Mr. Galloway and bis frienda 
thought theii^ |>erronal (afety depended on not renewing tbd 
motion. But this did not fatis^ the violent party in C6a<^ 
grafiu Coofcious tliat it would be approved of by the peo- 
jfis at large, if pablifhed^ and believing that Mr. Gallowajr 
Would not venture to make it public, they procured a ma^. 
joYi^y, who ordered it, with the mtrdluftory ihotion, to 
be' erafed fr6di their Minutes. However^ after the Coii- 
grefs broke op, much' pains being taken: to traduce the con- 
dud of Mr. Ualloway, he thought it neceifary, at all events, 
td'vindfeiite his' injured charaSer, by (fating the rights of 
toth counuies, upon the ground, and from' the arguments 
be made ufe of in the Congrefs. This vindication, with 
the uniform and indefatigable oppofition which he gave tp 
every violent meafure tending to a reparation of the Colo-r 
kies from GreafBritsiin, will appear in two pamphlets, en- 
titled^ *' A candid Examination of the mutual Claima x)f 
Great Britain and the Colonies, with a Plan of Accommor 
dation on conftitntional Principles ;" and ** A Reply to an 
lAddrefs to the Author of a Pamphlet, entitled, A caridij 
Examination, &c.'' 

* Immediately after this Congrefk was difiblved, Mr. Gal- 
loway publifted bfs plan in the firft mentioned pamphlet, 
and gave to the people the following accoont of his cond'ud* 
^* In order to prevail on the Congreg to defert their fcheme 
lef independence; 'and to purfue tnoie meaAiresfor ivftorittg 
the rights of America which carry with them a profptd 
tif fuccefs, he proposed a plan of union between the twd 
«lMiBffries, whica would have reHored to the Colonics the 
^1 enjoyment of their rights. He waited firii, with pa;- 
k'.' tience. 
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that he would not give a pardon, becaufe It 
was not neceflary. ' I defired he would menv 
tion it to Lord Howe. I faw him a few days 
after, and applied again for a pardon. I j^c^ 

^ ceived 

» * 

tienc?« to fee whether any fcheme of uoion would bfr 4^0^ 
cd.by the Congrefs^ determined to unite with tbem in aoj 
ineamre which might tend to a reconcitiatiou ; bat he waited 
in vain. And when he found them bewildered, perpetually 
changing their grouindi taking up principles one day» and 
ihifting them the next> he thought it bis duty, boyveif^f 
little the profpedl of fuccefs, to fpeak his featiiQ^ntSv,witli 
trronefs, aud to endeavour to fhew to them the true line of 
their duty* And after proving the muffity of a svpRSMif 
fnahoritj o*utr eyify mmbir if tht fi^ii^ tracing the rightf 
of the Colonies to their origin, and thence ihewing thene* 
ceffity of an union with the Mother-State, he ii|trodUicea 
the plan with the re&lve which precedes it ; but declared, 
that he was renfijble it was not perfe£i<>'^4hat knowing the 
^fundamental principles of every f>flem muft b& firft fi^ttled^ 
lie had, to avoid perplexity^ contented himfelf with only 
laying down the great outlines of the wt^^m ; and ihould 
they be approved, he had feveral propofitiona of ieflcr eoiK 
fequence to make,, in order to render the iyilem mcne com* 
plete* The plan being read, and warmly feconded by fsf 
ireral gentlemen of the^^rfl abilities, it was referred, for farf 
Iher coniideration, by a majority of the Colonies. Upon 
this promifing afped of things, he was Jledto figa the Noo« 
importation agreement,. «/ri&Mr^i& iikMd utfiforwd^ 9ff^i4 
it:' See page 51,. 52. . - ' » 

The efibrts of this gentleman in Congreisf to prevail oil 
t)iem todefert their views of Independence^ being frufhated» 
beL returned to the Aflembly, where be was, again uaan»» 
inouily elefled to the chair ; but he reiuie^ i(, wiihiag to 
be on the floor to %eak.tomofures he h^ refolved jo pro* 
pofe in thkt body. Thefe were, that they would take the 
ground of negociation, not of arms^— to diiapp^ove of the 

{proceedings in Congrefs, i»nd to withdraw their Delegation 
rom it. The £rft and. fecond he carried on a divifion 18 tie 
i^,' and the third he loft by a fia^e vote only, occaiione^ 
%y feveral falfe and ieditious letters, written by tbediiaie^ 
Win this country,, which unfortunately Arrived e» the mopoy 
ing before the ^ueHion was pot* . Noftyi^ftjindii^ rtijf 

condud^ 
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chived (he fame anfwer, that he would not ^ve 
me one, becaufe it wj»s not nece0aryt .^- ; 

, Q^ Is Mr. Searle;4 barrifter ai: law, and what 
office was he in ? 

A. I don't know whether he is a barrifter i 
he was a&ing Secretary to the CommilBoners^ 
Itnd was. granting pardons. . 

Q^ Did you ever apply, to Lord, Sir WiU 
Ima Howe, or Mh Strachey their Secretary, 
Oft that fubjeft ? » 

A. Kot perfonally. I thought two appli* 
tatioQS to the a^Bg Secretary were fufficient. 

Qj^ Are you not of the profeffion of the 
law? 

A* I am. 

you think thai Mr. Searle underi 



condaft, the iame AfTembly unaniQioufly Appointed him^ 
whttisMcnt, again to refwefeiit them In ikt fiexc Congrefs* 
0»hisft«gtheiiiinate» he infof med the Hpiife he would 
not ferve them io that capacity, and infifted they fliould 
eraie the appointment; but fuch was their confidence ix| 
hinit and hope that he woald change his refolation* they 
coold not be prevailed ob to do it, although he declared, 
if it woold be decent^ and the Bunuce was in his power, he 
would erafe it himfelf. 

After he found thefe exertions to fkcm the torrent of vj«- 
OlenceiR vain, he retired to his feat in-fiacks, where he 
Moiained t^veral months in the utmoft danger from mobs 
raifed bf Mr. Adams to hang him at his own door ; bat 
thefe were fupprefied by the vigilance and affe£Uon of his 
fijetids ijQ the city. 

Soon after, the Congfefs being defirous to gain him over 
lotfadr meaioceB, and hoping that his danger might indue* 
him to change his condu^. Dr. Franklin caine up co him 
in£ucks, and earneflly folicited he would join in their mea« 
/iires ; but, unalterably fixt in his duty to his fovereign, 
* lui refold, determined to abide the confequences, however 
difirfbrons they might prov« to himfelf and bis family. . 

ftood 



ftdod the' hature of your proceedings h Gort-^ 

greifs better than yoorfclf ? 

• A. I imagine he did not; nor do I th^nk a 

pcrfon being in an aflcmbly of people fif I 

ynderftand any thing of the law)) which af- 

fembly does an illegal a£t^ and that perfoti 

does not aflent, but objefts to it (as all guiU 

mUfi originate in the mind), is guilty; and I 

Relieve no authorities of the law will juftify a 

contrary doftrine. 

. Q^ Have you not figned the AfTociation ? 

A. I did — and I will give my reafons. J 
did it on the. ground of preventipg the Con- 
grcfs from proceeding to more violent mea-i 
furcs ; and even when I confidcr that Aflb* 
ciation, if this was ^ proper place to reafqn on 
the figning of it, I thihk there was no degree 
of guilt in \t. 

Q^ Does not that AfTociation begin with a 
declaration, purporting, that the (ituation of 
American afi^airs was unhappy, and that it wast 
occafioned by a ruinous fyfteni of colony ad- 
miniftration, adopted by the Britiih Miniftry. 
about the year 1 763, evidently calculated for 
cnflaving the Colonies, and with them the 
Britiih empire — that adts were pafled for de- 
priving the American . fubjedts of the confti-^ . 
tutional trial by jury, expofing their lives to 
danger by a new and illegal trial; and that thq 
Quebec Aft for the eftablilhment of arbitrary 
government, difcouraging the fettlement of the 
Britifh fubjefts in that country, and to difpofc 
the inhabitants to ad with hoftility againft the 
free proteftant Colonies, whenever a wicl&ed 
miniftry ihould choofe to dired them J 
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A, I declare to this Committee, I don't know 
^vhethe^ that was in the Affociation or not.-— I 
have never read the AiTociation iince I figned 
ks which was near five years paft, 1 liked it iQ 
little, 

Q^ Did you read it before you figned it ? 

A« I did not read it before I figned it, but It 
was read to me, or elfe I could not have faid I 
difliked it. . 

Q^ You figned it notwithflianding ? 

A. I did fign it notwithftanding, and I have 
^ven my reafoas for it *. 

Q. Did it not contain an agreement, not to 
import from Great Britain into America the 
goods which might legally have been import- 
ed, or to export thofe which might legally 
have been exported to Great Britain ? 

Afc The fubftance of the Aflbciation is really 
out of my mind. — I fuppofe it did. — I am ready 
to anfwer all queftions, although they may tend 
to criminate myfelfy if the Committee approve 
of it. 

Qi Whether this Aflbciation did not contain 
ajefolution that they would never have any con- 
nexion with any merchant that made fuch inGh|. 
portation or exportation ? 

* Many of tbe introduftory fcotlments contained in the 
aiTociation agreement were ufed by the Congrefs on various 
other occaiions. — Mr. Galloway moil have a very tenacioas 
and exteniive memory to have tecolle^ed particular ienti'* 
mcjnis contaioed in a particular paper^ which he had not 
read in the courfe of five years. If he had recolleded that 
the claufes mentioned in the queflion were in the agreement, 
he could have no motive to deny it« as he knew the agree- 
ment mttft prove whether they were in it or not. 

1 A. I 
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A. I don't rccollcfl: any one particular article 
of the Aflbciation. If the honourable Member 
will give me the paper in his hand, which I 
fuppofe contains the Aflbciation, I will inform 
him. 

Q^ Whether that Aflbciation was not to con- 
tinue until feveral afts of parliament were re- 
pealed ? 

A. It is very probable it might.-— I don't re* 
colleft when the Aflbciation expired, nor the 
terms- upon which it was to expire. — The Aflb- 
ciation is a public paper, and will fpeak for it* 
felf. 

Qj^ Do you think, if fuch refblutions be con^ 
tained in the Aflbciation, they are s^reeable to 
law? 

A. I am ready to fubmit to the decifion of 
the law, with refpeft to that matter, whenever 
I am called upon. 

Q^ Did you not fit in the Committee of ' 
<5rievances? 

A. I fat in the Grand Committee that were 
iappointed to ftate' the grievances; and propofc 
the Plan of Accommodation with Great Britain. 
—It was one Committee. 

Qi bid not that Committee come to a refb- 
lution that three ftatutes, viz. The Bofton Port 
Bill, the Maflachufct's Charter Bill, and the 
Aft for the Impartial Adminiftration of Juftice, 
are impolitic, unjuil, and cruel, ^ well as un* 
conftftutional, and moft dangerous and deftruc- 
tive of American rights? 

A. They did, I believe, but not with my 
approbation; becaufe I thought then, and think. 

. . ftiU, 
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Hill, there were fufficient grounds for making 
thofe a£ts« 

Q^ Did you declare that in Congrefs I 
A. I don't know that I did — I do not re* 
colleft. — It is very poffible I might ; — for I did , 
in Congrefs things equally difagreeable to the 
violent party — infomuch that they fent me a 
halter, with a letter attending it, threatening to 
put me to death if I did not make ufe of it.— — 
This much I can fay, that there was no violent 
meafure propofed in.it, that I. did not oppofe^ 
and. to which I did not infift upon leave to en- 
ter my proteft, which was denied me. 

Qj^ Who fent that halter and its accompani- 
Oients ? Was the letter figned by Charles Thamp- 
fon, Peyton Randolph, or by any other Mem- 
ber of Congrefs ? 

A. I don't know pofitively who fent it; it 
was fome infamous afTafTin, I prefume, on the 
part of the violent part of the Congrefs.— -It was 
reported that two Members of the Congrefs were 
concerned in it; but as I don't know the fadl, 
I don't mention their names.— The letter was 
anonimous* 

Q^ Do you know that you offered your pro-?- 
teft on that queftioa of the refolves concerning, 
the three ftatutes ? 

A. I don't remember. that particularly, more 
than in the courfe o;f the other parts of my 
conduft. 

Q^ Do you remember that the Congrefs came 
to a refolution, that the dutiful, humble, loyal, 
and reafonable petitions of their Ailemblies to 
the Crown for .redrefs have been repeatedly 
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treated with contempt by his Majefty^s Mmu 
fters of State? 

A. I really don*c recoUcdt that* they c^me to 
Itrch a particular refoleciGft*-*-Poffibly they 
fftight, and it is very probabk they did.-»-I have; 
not read over the proceedings of Congrcfs fince 
I left it. , 

Q^ Did they come to a refolution, that the 
keeping a ftanding army in the colonies in time 
of peace, without the confent of the Legiflattfre 
of that colony in which fach army is kcptj is 
againftlaw? 

A. They did. — J remember k. 

Q^ Do you think that is agreeable to law ? 

A. I have no delicacy in arifwering that quef* 
tion. — But, as a lawyer, 1 would wifti to coii- 
fidcr queftions of law before I give an opinion. 
^I ever made it my praftice in matters of 
much lefs confequcnce than the prefenr. 

Q^ Did you in that qucftion vote before you^ 
had confidered it ? 

A. I imagine not- — I muft have confidered it 
in the courfe of the debate. 

(^ Have you forgot what you thought of it 
at that time \ whether you then confidered it as 
SI true or a falfe propofition I 

A. I really don't recolleft what I thought of 

it; and I Ihbuld ivilh to confidcr it before I 

give my opinion now: was it propofed tome 

out of this Houfe, with a fee for my advice, I 

•ihould choofc to recorifider it. 

' Q^ Whether the ten refolutions come to by 

the Congrefs in confequcnce of a report from 

the Grand Committee, which they dem.andtd as 

'- ^ ^ their 
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their indubitable rights and liberties, are not 
entered in the journals as being paffcd Nemine 
Contradicente ? 

A, i don't recollc6l, at this time, how they 
were entered ; but this I know, that many re- 
folutions of Congrefs, when they were publifli-* 
ed, I found them entered unanimoully, and 
Nemine ContraScentey when they were not fo as 
to the individual Members,— 1 he votes of the 
Gongrcfs were taken by colonies ; feme of the 
colonies were reprefented by nine Members; 
fome by feven } fome by five •, and fome by 
three 5 and whenever a majority of the Mem- 
berS) reprefenting a colony, was for a queftion^ 
it counted one \ although four out of the nine 
were exprefsly againft the queftion ; and when 
all the colonies gave a voce in this way in the 
affirmative or negative, it was entered unani- 
moufly, or Nem. Con.-y although in fome in- 
ftances there were one third of the Members 
prefent againft the queftion carried. 

Q^Do you recoiled that thefe ten refolutions, 
which were confidered by the Congrefs as their 
Bill of Rights, met with any confiderable oppo* 
iition ? 

A. They did meet with a very confiderable 
oppofition. — The Committee fat near three 
weeks. The gentlemen who drew with me in 
oppofition perplexed the propofals made by the 
violent party, as we afted entirely on the de- 
fenfivc ; — fo that they did not come to a finglc 
refolution for better than a fortnight, neither in 
ftating their rights or their grievances. — And, 
as well as I can recollect, the Grand Committee 
did not determine on thofe refolutions. — To the 

beft 
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beft of my knowledge, the Committee was dif- 
folved before they were voted, and that owing 
to the oppofitibn thcfe refolves met with. 

Q^ Did you give any confiderabl^ oppofition 
to thofe refolutions, on the report, to the whole^ 
or to which of them ? 

A. I have not one lingle one of them in my 
memory now ; fo I cannot fay which I oppofed^ 
and which not, 

C2[. Did you oppofe any of them on the re- 
port? 

A, I did make an oppofition to fome of them, 
I make no doubt, but I can*t fay which. 

Q.' Arc you pofitive you made any oppofition 
to any of them ? 

A. If I could fqe the ten refolutions, 1 could 
anfwer — otherwife not. . 

\He looks over the refolutions in a printed book.^ 

I oppofcd the i.ft and the 4th, — The 2d and 
3d 1 don't recolleft. — The 5th I did not, nor the 
6th, — The 7th I don't recoUcft.— The 8th I 
muft have oppofed. — 1 was of a contrary opi- 
nion to the 9th, and believe I oppofed it.-— As 
to the ioth, I don't recollcft, 

Q. Are they not all great fundamental points 
concerning the principles of the Britifla conftitu- 
tion, which you as a lawyer muft havd frcquent-» 
ly confidered ? 

A. I may have confidered them, but I don't 
know how frequently. 

'Q^ Did not you think yourftrlf particularly 
called upon at that time ferioufly to attend t(> 
them ? 

A. 1 did attend to them at that time, 

Sluejiiom 
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^ejiion reptated. 

A. I dOn*c know whether that idea entered 
into my head at that time; I don*t dpubt but 
that I did chink of them ; but I am fpeaking 
of veiry particular tranfaftions that pafled five 
years ago. 

(^ Did not the Congrefs come to a refolu-i 
tion approving the oppofition made by the in- 
habitants of Maflachufet's Bay to the execution 
of the late Afts of Parliament; and that if the 
fame (hould be attempted to be carried into ex- 
ecution by force, all America ought to fupport 
them in their oppofition ? 

A. Premembcr a refolution to that amount. 

Qi Did you oppofe it ? 

A. I did Oppofe it ; and I recolleft particu- 
larly, I infifted in Congrefs, that they (hould fuf* 
fer me to enter my proteft.— Another Member 
(Mr. Duane) joined me in it. — There was a 
long debate, and we were over-ruled. — We 
then infifted, thaf our motion for protefting 
fhould be entered on the minutes — with their 
negative.— It was refufed; on which Mr,^ Duane 
and myfelf, when we rieturned from Congreft, 
gave each other a certificate, declaring our op- 
pofition to that queftion, as we thought it a 
treafonable one. 

Q. Did you continue to attend Congrefs 
after? 

A. I did ;— but propofed to Mr. Duane .. to 
leave the Congrefs, and confulied my friends 
out of doors, refpedling my perfonal fafety if I 
did. — ^Could I Jiave prevailed on him to have 
left the Congrefs with me, or had not my 
friends unanimouQy advifcd me that my perfo- 
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nal fafcty would be in danger — I ihould cer- 
tainly have left the Congrefe. — The city of 
Philadelphia, on the arrival of that refolve, wa^ 
thrown into great confufion and dilbrder — the 
violent party infilling that it ihould be car- 
ried into execution; fo that we were in great 
danger from our oppofition. 

Q^ Was not there a rcfolution pailcd, entered 
unanimoujly^ that every perfon afting under the 
authority of the MaiTachufct's charter %6t ought 
to be held in deteftation and abhor;-9jrice by all 
good men, and confidered as the wicked tpo)^ 
of that defpotifm which is preparing to deifcrojr 
thofe rights which God, nature, and cotppaft 
had given to America ? 

A. I believe there was fuch a refolqciQh^ but 
i don't know how. it was entered. 

Qk^ Did you oppofe it ? 

A. I certainly did, 

Q. Was not there a letter of , Gongrefs di^ 
rented tp be wrote to the people of England ? * 

A. Yes. 

Qi^ Did you confent to. that letter L 

A. I did not; nor to.the letter to the peoplf 
t)f Ireland; nor to any of the general lettei's that 
were wrote at that time. 

Q^ Did you confider the Congrefs as a full 
and free r^refentation of the colonies * i 

A. I 

* Whoever forms an opinion of the difpofitions of the pco» 
pic in the revolted colonies, froip the meafures of the Con* 
grefsy does it on very roiHaken principles. The minds of 
the people in general were peaceable and loyaS; the meaAircs 
of the Congrefs were violent and rebellious. Theft truths 
are evident from the piroceedings of the people and. the re- 
cords of the Congrefs. It appears that the inftraiMons given 
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by the peopte who appointed the CObgrefs, were only td 
feek for cedrefs of grievances, and an union between the 
two countries, and not to t^ke up arms in order to eftabliih 
iidep^ndence. They amounted to a prohibition againft alt 
We^al mea/uretf efpecially fuch as tended td diflinite Gneal< 
Britain ^d America. The Congrefs, therefore^ manifeftly 
violateif their truft, and aAed againilthe fenfe otthe peopld 
who chofe them. 

Neither the firfl ot any fdbfeqaeht Codgrefs can, in any 
fenfe of the words, be deemed '* a foil and free repreftntatiod 
of the people.' ' In the firft, the Delegates of four Colonies 
only were appoimed by the Afiemblies, viz. thofe of Maf^ 
fachufett's, Conne£ticut, Rhode Ifland, and Pennfylvania^ 
and tliefe iAFemblies had no aothority. from the peojAe td 
make fuch appointment. They were chofen for other par-' 
pofeSf aitd before a Congrefswas thought of» A^d as th^ 
right of delegating thefr power was not included in thtf 
conftitution* of their bodies, they not onfy a^eS illegally^' 
faut without the coirfent of their oonffituents^ Thefe Dele- 
gates, therefore, could not be the reprefentatives of iM 
people of their refpedive Colonies. And aa to the other 
Delegates who were appointed by the convehtions, and iii 
difil'ias oy the people ; it is well known in America^ that 
they were not the reprefentatives in many di^nfb of onA' 
hundredth, and in none, even in the mofi zealous and 
viplent, of a tenth part ^ of. the legal voters ; and we hayt 
feen in the King's County, w&ere there are not leis thad 
loco .voters, the Delegate was appointed by one perfonl 
only. 

The other Congrefles have not been a more perfedl re* 
prefentatibn of the people than the firft* The people having 
difcove^ed at . length the defign and perfidy of their rulers, 
and experienced the fevered opprefllon and diftrefs under 
their government, as well as all the calamities of war, and 
dreading the confequences of the unnatural alliance with 
France, have very generally declined giving the lead aid and 
countenance to their meafufes, and withdrawn themfelves 
from having any fhare in their appointments; and being 
diiarmed^ have left it to a few violent men^ who with arms 
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' A. I was chofen a Member of the Affembly 
of Pennfylvania, and they appointed me a De- 
legate to the Consrefs.— After the inftance I 
gave the other night of two men in a large 
diftrift ftieeting together, and one of them ap- 
pointing, the. other a Delegate in Congrefs, and 
that Member being admitted in Congrefs, I 
can hardly think, that the Congrefs was a 
pcrfeft and complete reprefentation of the 
Colonies, 

Q^ In what province do you fpeak of ? 

A. Of New York. 

Q^ Who was the pcrfon ? 

A. Mr. Boerum. 

C^ Do you know that of your own know- 
ledge? 

A.. I was not on the fpot, but I had it from 
almoft all the Delegates of New York. . 

Q^ Were the other Delegates fo chofen at 
New York? 

A. Th^y were not. 

Q^ Pq you know of anoiher inftance of fucb 
a choice ? - . . • - 
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jn their tands, deprive them of all ' freedom of judgf men tr 
Hence we ha\?e (ecu, from a precfeding paft of tliis cxaihma-* 
tioii, that the- Members of the "whole rebel Hate of that 
Colony, and its Members of Congrefs for ihe^e^r 177?, 
have been appointed by hfs than one hundred and fiftieth 
part of the people. In tne piovince of New York, at an 
eleilion of the Rebel Governor, who was warmly oppofed by 
2noihcrcahdldate,there were not 1000 voters attended, altho* 
all in that large Colony had a right to join in the appoint- 
ment. And the fame averiion to fupporc the prefent fyflem 
of independence, has appeared in the condu^ of the people 
in all the other Colonies. 

A. There 
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A. There were fevcral inflances where very 
few people met, compared with the numbers in 
the diftrid:, 

Q. Do you fpeak of the firft Congrefs in 
which you fat ? 

A. I do. 

Q^ What counties were there ? 

A. In the province of New York, as well as 
I recoiled, the Delegates of the city of New 
Yoj-k were appointed by the Convention of the 
city ut New York. — The counties and diftricls 
fcnt others ; fo that, if 1 don't forget, there 
were more Members from that province than 
any other. 

Q^ But they had no more than one vote ? 

A. 1 have anfwered that before; — they had 
but one vote. 

Q^ Was that the cafe in the province of 
Pennfylvania — that they were not duly clefted ? 

A. No; — when the Affembly of Pennfyl- 
vania were chofen, which was near eleven 
months before the Congrefs fat, the people had 
no idea of a Congrefs in their minds. 

Q^ Was the eleftion a fair one in that 
Affembly ? 

A. It was received as fuch by the Aflembly, 
and I believe it was. 

Q. Do you know any inftancc out of the 
Colony of New York, of ^erfons cleAed by a 
very few ? 

A. The Delegates of the Malfachufet's Bay 
were chofen much in the fame manner as thofe 
of New York ; but it being a great diftance 
from where I refided, 1 do not know what 
number attended their elections. 

K 2 Q, Do 



Q^ Eto you know that 4:hcy were not fairly 
deded, and by >gr€a4: -numbers of people? 

A. I have no knowledge about it, as I «ev<rr 
enquired into it, nor heard of it. 

Q. Do you recolledl what perfons the militia 
of Pennfylvania, and other provinces with 
which you are acquainted, confided of in 
1774 and i775 ? 

A. There was no militia in Pennfylvania in 
1774.— In 1775, there was-, — they confiikd of 
a very fmall part of the province of Pennfylva- 
nia.— The people tQok up arms with great re- 
Judancc in that province. — I think the -militia 
pf Philadelphia, where there are near 30,000 
foufs, never amounted to above 15 or 1600 ; 
and in the whole county of Bucks, they were 
fhoTt of that number. — I do not. think there 
was a greater proportion in the county of 
Cheftcr ; — three of the oldcft, firft iectled 
Colonies in the province. 

Q, Who compelled them to take up arms \r\ 

1775? 

A. The firft militia was by a voluntary afToT 

ciation, without any compuKlon. 

C^ Did any affociate to oppofe thccn? 
t A. I never h^ard of any fuch: 

Q^ In no part of Pennfylvania? 

A. In none. 

Q^ Were not fuch affociations formed ia 
fevcnil other Coionies ? 

A. 1 believe there were. 

Q^ Did any ^ffociate to oppofe them ? 

A. 1 did not hear fo. 

Q. Do you remember, in that year, that any 
great number of people ^trt forcibly dikrmed 
in the province of Pennfylvania? 

2 A. I do 
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A. I do not particularly recolleft when tticy 
feegun to difirnri ; but many pdople -were dif- 
armed, before the refolve of^Congrefs by the 
Convention, and before the declaration of in-f- 
adependencc. 

Q. How long before ? 

A. I cannot give a fatisfaftory anfwer* 

Q^ Was it in the year 1775 ? 

A. 1 do not remember whether in the latter 
end of 1775 or beginning of 1776— but I 
rather think in 1 775, 

Q^ Were they the greater number of the 
people that were/o difarmed ? 

A. I rather fufpeft not; — ^^thcy did not difarm 
thofe whom they did not fufpeft of making ufc 
of arms againft them. 

Q^ How many do you think might have 
been fo difarmed ? 

A. I really cannot fay what proportion ; — I 
know they called on me for my arms, 

Q. Do yoii think that the greateft part of the 
Pennfylvania rbilitia were compelled at that 
time to ferve by force ? ^ 

A. The militia laws which were made in 
Pennfylvania, I think, were made after that 
time ; — but I do not recolledt that any of the 
militia, before thofe laws were made, were 
compelled to ferve. 

Q^ Did they obey thofe laws ? 

A. Not generally. 

Q^ Qiiakers excepted, I mean ? 

A. There were Quakers, and a number of 
other fects, who fcrupled carrying arms. 

Q^ D9 you remember the march of Sir 
William Howe from theElk to Philadelphia — 
was you with him ? 

A. I 
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A. I was. 

Qj^ Is it not almoft the whole length of the 
province in that dire6:ion ? 

A. By no means *. 

Q^ Is the province more cxtenfive in that 
diredlion than from the Elk to the Delaware? 

A. Not in that ftraight direftion from, the 
Elk to Philadelphia. 

Q. Had Sir William Howe a flrong army 
with him ? 

A. I Ihould think a very ftrong army, oon- 
fidering the force in oppofition to him •!-•-— The 

• Sir WilliaqQ Howe's march ,was not in a ftraight di- 
redlion from the Elk to Philadelphia, but in a circuit. — He 
marched' fir ft nearly north about fixty miles to the Schuylkill, 
then changed his route and pafTed to Philadelphia, about 
iwenty miles in a courfe fouthward of eaft. — In the £rft 
diredlion, he' might have pafted an hundred miles farther 
than he did. 

+ The force of an army does not confift in numbers, 
fo much as in military appointments and difcipline. — ^The 
Britift) army had the bell appointments, and was compofed 
of veterans, high-fpirited and perfedlly difciplined troops* 
— The Rebel army was not only very badly appointed, but 
conilfted of new raifed undifciplined troops, commanded, 
for the moft part, by ofiicers unikilled in military knowledge. 
Hence we find, that the Britilh troops have met with no 
dilHculty in defeating them, however advantageoufty pofted, 
and ^whenever they have been attacked. But in the five 
ieveral complete defeats at Long Idand, the White Plains 
Quibble Town, Brandy Wine, and German Town* there 
was no purfu it after vi£lory. This important part of mili- 
tary policy, fo efTential to final fuccefs, was in every inf^ance 
omitted ; and the Rebel General, with the afliftance of the 
Rebel States, fuiFered to coIle6t and recruit his diminifhed 
army, to renew the appointments loft in battle, and to ap- 
pear again in force in the field. Under a condud fb erro* 
neous, what avail fuperior numbers, difcipline, or appoint* 
ments ? Force, however great, is ufclefs unlcfs exerted, and 
vt^ory id vaixv^ unlefs purfued. 

fore© 
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force in oppofirion to him at the battle of 
Brandy Wine, did not confift of more than 
15,000 men, the army and its attendants, in- 
cluding officers and all, fave about 1000 mili^ 
tia, for whom they could not procure arms. 

Q^ How many of the King's loyal fubjeds 
joined the army of Sir William Howe on that 
march ? 

A, There were many came into the camp, 
and returned again to their habitations. — I do 
not know of any that joined in arms — not one 
—nor was there any invitation for that purpofe, 
— By Sir William Howe's declaration, which 
is before this Committee, he only requeftcd the 
people to ftay at home. 

C^ If the people were fo defirous of re- 
prefling the tyranny of the Congrefs, how came 
they not to take that opportunity of rifing to 
protedt themfelves, and to deliver up the ufurp* 
ibg magiftrates ? 

A. The people in the province of Weft New 
Jerfey had been deferted ;— many of them who 
Had taken ^n active part, and been affifting to- 
the General^ were obliged, to faVe their lives, to 
fly to New York fpr proteftiori, 3(nd defert tiTeir' 
wives, their families, and property; and rnpre^ 
ijC is not natural to think that people of propeiK 
ty will join an a-rmy paffing as that did, from' 
the head of Elk to Philadelphia, leave ' thei'r^ 
wives and fanoilies, and their property, liable 
to be deftroyed every moment after the depar* 
ture of the army, without fome affufance, or- 
without fome proteftion left with them— or 
affurances thax the army would continue with* 
them, or be ready to protcft them. 
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Qi Is that fo in all the provinces? 

A. 1 think It will be fo all the world over •< 

Q^ So that the loyal people are not able to 
proteft themfclvcs after the withdrawing of the 
army ? 

A. I don't make that concluiiQn.^-Tf an 
army goes into the country with dcfigh to re- 
duce it» and ihould find it necefTary to make 

* It is truly abfurd and ridiculous to expeft that ihd 
people of a country^ however well afeded to us, who are 
deilitote of arms or any cf the means of war, will rife iir 
our favour, without fome encouragtment offered, or the 
li^fl commiffioQ or invitation to do (b, more efpecially 
whan t)i^. country conjtakis a militia aimed, and an atmy 
capable of keeping the £eld^, ready to iuppreft them. Be^ 
fidesy fbe people of Pennfylvania had feen the B'Htiih arm^B 
in the po/Tfilion of all New JecTeyy and its troops cantoned 
6oR> New York to Trent0wni to cover k> and ho mea^ire* 
^urfued to embody ttfe loyal in arms» or. to make u(^ of thier 
well affedled force within it for its defence. They had Yeed 
th^ army, by one^fbtirtil part of its* numbers of itt^ 
raifed undifciplined troops, driven out bf Weft Jeifey, andi 
ftvei'al thoufands oi hii Majefty*S[ faithftil fnbjefU who bad 
t^ken a decifive part in. our ^vour, abalidonfed to t)ie ex« 
afperated re(entinent.6f their enemies. They had ften W&6r 
bodies of loyaliftt riAng in fhvour of tfheTGrdwni-m the 
federal GoIooiesofMaryknci^ the Delaware cobotie^j Nortb 
Qarolmni and New Jerfey^ unfupporl^ by th^ Bfitifii afmy^ 
and fuppreded and ifeverely punilhed by the Rebels, After 
thcfe example?, it would ciertainly hd^rbe^n* extreme foliy. 
in- th;e p«opJe of'Pen^fylvaniarcircnmftaikcd as they werc^' 
tc rife in our favour, without the. lta& aflbr^oe of aid or 
invitation to do fo. It is certainly conii(^Gi}t with all expe^K' 
ence and found policy., when a General enters a countrjr 
atid ^(bes for thcf aid of a party in it, to folicit it, and tOr 
give them the necelTary fupport and means of doing it* Thli^ 
invitation, in all reafon, (hould come from>*the General, nofr 
the ofier from the people* His interell ajod duty demaed 
. it ; the danger of their fafety forbids it. If the peopley 
labouring underfuch difficulties, are to blame for not offering* 
their aid, how miMsh more ibis Uie General §ot not afking irlB 



tife of the force of that country for its defetite^ 
after the army may leave it to go on othei^ 
operations •» common policy, and the pra&ice^ 
I believe, of all Generals has been^ for the army 
to remain in that country until the proper mtSL^, 
iures are taken, by proper rules and regulations^ 
to embody that force, by which it may be pro- 
te&ed when the army fhall leave it* 

Qj^ How long did Sir William Howe flay at 
Philadelphia ? 

A. The Britiih army, part of it, pafied ihtd 
Philadelphia the 26th of September 1777 — 
and evacuated it, t think, ttie iSth ot June 
ifollowing. , , 

Q^ Was not that a fufficient time for the 
loyal people to coUeft and arm themfclvcs for 
their own defence, in cafe Sir William Howd 
had chofen to quit that place and proceed on 
other operations ? 

A. During that time, Walhington had ai 
much pofTeffion of the country of rennfylvania^ 
except the lines within which the Britiih army 
were contained, as any enemy could be in pof« 
feffion of a country* 

Q;, Did General Wafhingtbn hot confidef 
himfelf as in an enemy's country^ and the peo- 
ple as generally difaffcclcd to him? 

A. He did fo in refpcdl to intelligence, and 
I believe in refpeft to procuring provifions •,-— 
bur Washington knew he could, and the peo* 
pie 'without the lines knew he would, in cafe 
they, attempted tofife^ fend apiartyof his army 
to fupprefs therd^ which might be eafily done, 
as the people well a^e&ed to Government were 
before difarmed* 

L ' Q^Wai 
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Q^ Was not General Wafliington defeated at 
Brandy Wine ? 

A. He was driven oflF the ground — which I 
call a defeat. 

Q^ Did the people take that oppdrtunity td 
rife, or did they in very confiderable bodies 
apply to Sir William Howe for arms and fup- 
port) engaging to embody after that defeat ? 

A* In a few days after that defeat, Walhing^ 
tdn collcftcd his army ; — the people faw Walh- 
ington again in fome force ; — they faw him 
marich from Philadelphia, round to Gofhen, to 
meet Sir William Howe, — That defeat gave 
them but little opportunity to rife. 

Qj^ Did they rife, or fend a meflage, promif* 
ing to rife if protcfted ? 

A. They did not at that time, 

Q^ Did they, ii^hcn General Walhington re- 
tired, and. Sir William entered into Philadel- 
phia? 

A. I cannot anlwer any queftion which may 
tend by a (hort anfwer to contradiA what I have 
faid before, without giving my reafons for it. 

Q^ Upon the retreat of Wafliington, and the 
entry of Sir William Howe into Philadelphia, 
was there any confiderable rifing of the people 
in favour of the King ? 

fVitbdrew. 

jlgain called in. 

^ejiion repeated ? 

A. There was not ; after the army went into 
Philadelphia, Sir William Howe ' remained at 
German Town -, and although Wafliington's 
army retreated, when Sir William Howe crofled 
thfi Schuylkill, up towards Reading, very foon 
3 after 
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after he returned nearer to Sir William Hope's 
army about Skippach *• 

Q: After the battle of Brandywine, , had 
General WaQiingtbn .any confidcrable *army^ in 
the lower counties ? 

A, He had not. 

Q, Was there any' infurreftion in thofc 
counties againft the Congrefs i 

A. There was not ;— but thofe counties very 
generally, ;in my clear opinion, from the head 
of the'l^ik, near 200 miles, to the Capes, 
would, havfe rofe in arms, could Sir William 
Howe, confident with his operations, h^vc re* 
rnained for a month at the head of the £lfe,.or 
about Newcaftle, that covered that penihrula, 
a reafonable time to admit of their putting 
themfelves into a regular pofture of dpfcnce, 
provided they had aflurances of this, and an 
invitation and authority from hmi to do fo., 

Q^ You having faid that General WaQiing- 
ton had no Vmy in thefe counties, was there 
not a royal naval force in the river ? 

A'. There was in the rivers ; — but there were 
militia in thofe parts who had arms in their 
hands, and prevented the reft of the people 
from putting their wilhcs in execution. 

Q^ Did they apply to Sir William Howe, pr 
Captain Hammond, or Lord Howe, pr any 
other people in authority^ for arms and afTift- 
ance ? 

• • Waihinkton'i army, when in the ield, was ftidcnn 
pofted at a diftance more than fifteen miles, ofcen within 
twelve. And during the time the Britifh army remained in 
Philadelphia, his patroles coriftantly furrounded the Briiilh 
lines. He was* therefore in the full pofleflion and command 
1)f ifce fOMatry, 

L z A. I 
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A* t dpn't know thjit they made any. perfon^ 
fipplication to any of them ; but I underftobd 
from Mh Robinfon, a gentleman pf the firlt 
weight and influence in thofe couiities, whc^ 
came in to Sir Wiliiam Howe at New Ycn-k^ 
that he had mentioned it either to Sir William 
Howe gr hU Aid du C^mp, that he wou}d, 
with a few men» land in the Penihfula be* 
low, in the covirfe of the fleet's going rouod 
to the phefapeak, he^ .would engage to raifip 
rnen enopgh, if he was.provided wi^h arms to 
(difarm.the Rebels in that peninfula, Ind iiieet 
Sir William Howe at the head of the Elk. 

Q^ Was that, or any fuch application/ made 
to Sir William Howe when he was in the city ' 
g{ Philadelphia ? 

A. I don't know there was. 

Q:^ Did Mr. Robinfon, when he made that 
application for joining Sir Willianii' Howe to- 
wards the Elk, know that Sir William Howe 
intended to proceed by the Elk and the Cheia- 
peak ? 

A* I believe he did not know it, but I know 
that he hoped or fufpedled it, becaufe we had 
many conVerfations about it; — he hoped it^. 
]becaufe he had his family and property "there. . 

Q. What was the time of the firft of thefe 
cSnvcrfations ? 

A. It was about the time that the fleet was 
got ready at New York, and I repeatedly con- 
yerfed with him* on the fame fubjedt in Philadel* 
phia«— when he pf ten regretted that {iP was not 
put on (horc. 

Q^ Was not Sir William jjowe ouf of thf 
lines at the battle of German wn ? 

A. Certainly 
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• A. Certainly he WBS; it was abaut four 
miles from the lines, to Sir William Howc*s' 
head quarters. ' ' 

(X Was there at that time an infurreiStipn in 
hi» favour, ' crany confiderable invitation ? 

A. I 'did not hear of any. . 

Q^ Ho^ many inhabitants were there in the 
city of Philadelphia ? • - . * 

A. I have faid, abotrt*!2t,6oo when he went 
into the tity. i ^ 

Q. How many did the Provincial corps;' 
formed bv Sir William Howe, during all his 
refidence in Pcnnfylvania, confiftof? 

A. I really cannot tell the exaft numbers,-^ 
There >(ifcre tWp troops of iight'horfe raifed,* and 
1 forget whether there was not a third. There 
were commiffions for raifihg three regiments, 
•— how many thofe regiments cdntained, I (Danube 
tell. : 

'Q^ How many rank and file were there — 
were there one thoufand ? 
* A. I believe not. 

Qi What is the reafon why you, who' arc of 
the law, recolledt fo well the military tranfadHons 
of Sir William Howe, arid forget fo many civil 
^nd legal matters that fell within your cognif-- 
^nce while you was a member of the Congrefs ? 

A. I have kept a journal, which I can pro- 
duce to the Houfe) from the time I left my own 
family, to the time I entered Philadelphia, iit 
which I can fhew the diftance, latitude, the 
wbd and the weather, during the whole voyage 
round, and other material tranfadions. 

. C^ Why did you not keep a journal or 

piinutes of your proceedings in Congrefs, fo 

" ' far 
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far as related to yourfel^ your oyrncQnduft and 
opinions ? 

A. I have a great . many minutes of niy' pro- 
ceedings in Con^c^fs— ihort niinutes on fe- 
parate papers — ^notes.that I ipoke from ; but I 
have never looked over thote minutes ikicev-*-* 
nor did I think of making a journal, at that 
time, of the. proceeding of. Congrcfs.— I had 
not that leifure at that time which I h^d ^htj\ I 
made my other jourpal. 

Q. Was you kindly received, protc&ed, and 
promoted to an oifiop of truft and confidence by 
Sir William Howe? . . . . ^ • 

A. I was reqeived by Sir Williana Hove witb 
politenefs, and at his request J li^Id the office 
(after cor^fidering of it four days), of Superin- 
tendant of the Police of Philadelphia ? 

Q^ Have you not lived in intimacy with Sir 
William Howe, frequently dining with e^ch 
other?' ... 

A. rhave frequently dined with Sir William 
Howe, and Sir William Howe dined oijce .wjth 
me ; but never was at my houfe but once be- 
fides, though we lived nextdoor to eac^ other. 

Q^ Pid yov} make^.^ny cpmplaint oi incivi- 
lity or unkindncfs frorn Sir \V41J^n^ iio>ye 
whilft yo^ was ia Afp^rip^ ? . . . t ' 

A. rvo-^1 dpn*t i^collefl: I did,, qor have I 
faid that he ever treatpd tpe with^unkindnefs. 
The bufinefs thaV.was^done between Sir, Wil- 
liam Howe and rnylclf,^ refpediqg his inilitary 
operations, was done entirely by his Aid du 
Carbps. When I came into him; from the pro- 
vince of Pcnnfylvania, \ had no perfonal con- 
y^fation with him, or not for above eight or 
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ten minutes, rcfpefting the ftate of that pro- 
vince, nor ever any other perfonal converfa- 
tion with Him refpeding the ftate of the Colo« 
nies in general. 

Q^ Had you a great property in America 
before thofe troubles, and is it now in your 
po0einon, or of your attorney ? 

A. I had very confiderable property in Ame- 
rica before the troubles. I nave faid before, 
my life was attainted by an Aft of Aflembly of 
the Rebel States, and my property confifcated. 
My eftate was not fhort of 40,000 1. Sterling, 
on a moderate valuation, before thefe troubles 
begun. 

Q^ Have you any hopes of recovering it 
but by the fuccefs of his Majefty's arms ? 

A. Without that co-operation, I have no 
hopes of recovering It. 

.Q^ Da you receive any allowance from 
Government? 

A. I do-*— but a very fmall pittance, com- 
pared with what I have facrificed for Govern- 
ment. 
Q. Is it for life, or during pleafurc ? 
A. I know not, for I never looked or en* 
quired into the appointment. 

Q. (By Lord Howe) Don't you remember 
coming to Lord Howe's quarters in Philadel- 
phia a (hort time before the town was eva- 
cuated, to alk his advice, how it would be beft 
for you to proceecjl on that occadon ? 
A. I do. 

Q^ Did not Lord Howe recommend your 
ftaying in Philadelphia, if you Ihould find it 
could be done with fafety ? 

A. He 
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A, He did. 

Q^ Did not you then profefs, that great at- 
tention had been ihewn by Lord Howe and Ge- 
neral Howe to your perfon and fervices ante- 
cedent to that period ? 

A. I don't recolleft it. Something might 
•drop from me to Lord Howe, refpedting his 
confidence, and his attention to my family j 
but as to any attention to my fervices paid by 
his Lordfhip's honourable Brother, I don't re- 
coiled that any thing paffed from me with re- 
fpcdt to that, and I am inclined to think that 
nothing did ; becaufe the fervices that I per^ 
formed, I thought, deferved as much as t 
received, and more*. 

Was 



* While others, from very low ci ream fiances, were 
amaiSng iAimenfe fortunes under the Genera^ Mr. Gallo-' 
way, for all his exteofive and very important fervices, was 
allowed only at the rate of 2col. fir anmm for the firfir 
year, and for the other fix months at the. "rate of 665!. So 
that all he ever received from the General amounted to the 
fmall fum of ^371. ips. paid out of the public purfe ; and as 
the receipt pf this fum has been mentioned to invalidate hi$ 
credit, it is but jud that we f>»ould give a brief account of 
the Services he performed for re. While he remained at 
New- York, he was afTiduous in procurine intelligence of 
^he date of the Middle Colonies, the rebel ^rce, and of the 
Water-guard in the river Delaware, &c. When at Phila^ 
delphia, he accepted of the offices of Superiatendant of th^ 
Police, of the Port, and of the prohibited Articles-rofficea 
which, being founded entirely. on new principles, and being 
of the firft importance to the inhabitants, as well as the 
Britifh fervice, required a great diverfity of^attention and in*. 
cefTant application. He alio fupcnntended the avenues of 
the Britilh linesj appointing ferfons acquainted with the 
people paffing them, whofc report he received tvery even- 
ing. On Him the General, in a great meafure, relied for 
intelligence. His difFufive knowledge of the Middle Colo-*- 
i:ies» his influence and popularity, enabled him to procure 

thtf 
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Was not great attention paid to ydur 
diftrefled fituation fubfequent to the time that 
has been named, until Lord Howe left Ame- 
rica? 

• A. Juft 

the beft. He was applied to and confulted on bafinefi in . 
almoft all'the general and difierent departments of the army • . 
by the Q(2arter-Mafter«>Genera1^ to procure guides and 
horfes for Che army ; by the Commi/Tary- General of Pro- 
vifion») to procure magazines of fbragei by the Chief En- 
gineer, to furoifh workmen for the lines ^ and by Lor4. 
Cornwallis, to ftop out the water on Blakeky*s and the 
Province Iflands — a work, which was thought at (irft im* 
practicable in any reasonable time, and which he performed 
in fix jdays, and without which it was impo£Qble to ereft 
the batteries againft Mud-Ifland fort. He oftred to raife « 
regiment of American light- horfe, but received a warrant 
for railing only a troop. Thefe, in a (hort time, be had 
perfe^ly di(ciplined fit for a£lion. He alfo embodied eighty 
refugees from the county he lived int who ferved the Crown 
as volunteers, receiving neither pay nor clothing. Having 
obtained leave to operate with thefe two corps, he kept 
them conAantly executing plans formed by himfelf. Know« 
ing that Wafliington's army was in great dtftrefs for want of 
dothing, and that he had feized ail the doth* in Bucks 
Qoanty, which was making up for his army at. Newtown^ 
a village 4iftant near thirty miles from the Briciih lines, he 
ient out twenty- four of this troop, and fourteen of the vo- 
lunteers, to take it. This they performed in lefs than 24 
hours;, and, after having {(ormed two rebel pofts, killed 
eight men, taken i major and feveral other oiEccrs and pri<« 
foners, making in the whole thirty- two, they returned with 
the cloth. He next meditated ah expedition againft Briflol 
with forty horfe and fifty volunteers ; but receiving intel* 
ligence, that upwards of two hundred rebels had taken poft 
about four miles from the road to that village, he ordered 
Capt* Hoveden, who commanded the party, to attack themt 
if he found them there ; if not, to proceed on to Briftol. 
This was performed with the utmoft gallantry ; the rebels 
were defeated and difperfed, twenty-three killed, and eight 
taken prifoners. He alfo laid a plan for the feizing the 
lebel Governor Livingfton^ his Council and Ailembly, 

M fitting 



A- J.uft before the city of PhiladeJphm w%J 
cvicvt^tcd, I received from Sir William Howe's 
Secretary twenty fliilliftgs a day, allowed me 
from the' time 1 came in to Sir William Howe 
to that time, as I underftood, out of the pub- 
lic money. 

Q. Whether; on your apprehcnfions of the 
confequcnces' that might happen to you, iit 
cafe you (hould be ntade priloner on your paC- 
fage to England, Lord Howe did not offer 
you and youc fanfiily a parage in his (hip ? 

A. He did, aild I thanked his Lordfhrp for 
it, and fo 1 do now. 

Q^.Jf on the profped, at that time, of 
your return to England before Lord Howe, 
you did not fequeft his Lordfliip's inteVpofition 
ivith Government, to obtain fome provifion for 
your future fupport, in reward for your paft 
fervices, and compenfation for the lofs of pro- 
perty you had thereby fuftained ? 

A. i don^t recolle<9: any prpfpeft of my re- 
turning to England before Lord Howe, If I 
rccolleft right, - Lord Howe would naturally 
return before me, I don't rccolleft that I made 

fitting at TxentQwn. His intclligience ivsis fo gocds and 
Ijis fchismcTo well concerted, thm there cquld be no doubt 
of fucccfs .; but he was not pcrmiued to carry this defign 
into execution. In fhort, thk uoop and coropa^y were con* 
tjnuaUy bpefaiiqg dxiriog the winter and fpring^ under hia 
direftion, in a variety of excurfions, in which they took 
near two hundred prisoners, , and (icuured all that part of the 
country, between Philadelphia and Trentowny of the difl 
afftft^d to .Government. After this ihort narration of 8 
part oaly of Mr. Galloway's fervices, the world will d^tcr* 
(nine on which iide tl^e obligation lies becwetn the General 
and that G'entlecnah. 

a pofi* 
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d pofitive rcqueft to Lord Howe to intercede 
with Government. I kn6w that a converfatiom 
paffed between us on the fubjeft a few days 
before his Lordlhip came away. Whether I 
interceded with his Lordlhip or not; I can't 
now recolleft j but his LordQiip gave me to 
underhand, that he Ihould have it little in his 
power, to do me any fervices. I belieVe very 
fincercly, his Lordfhip was difpofed todo ic. . 

Q^ Did not Lord Howe, in anfwcr to your 
amplication, or in converfation about your re- 
turning to Kngland, advife you to exprefs ^ 
difrcgard for Gen. Howe and Lord Howe, as 
the bcft plea for cbraiaing favour from the 
American minifter? 

A. I believe his Lordfhip did Intimate, that 
he Ihould have no interelt, when be came 
home, with the American minifter ; but I fin- 
ce^ely declare, that I don't recolleft that he 
Ipoke ta tnz in the pofitive way the queftion 
fuppofes. 

Q^ Did you not apply, before you left Phi- 
Jadclphia, for a flag of truce,' for the purpofe 
of your making your peace with the rebels ? 

A» I did noc. When I made the application 
to Sir Henry Clinton, Col. Ihnys, through 
\^'hom I made it, can prove, at any time, 
that it v/as my firm . rtrfblution not to apply 
for a flag of truce. Col. Balfour feveral 
times aflccd me, whether I had got a flag of 
truce from Sir Henry Clinton. 1 told him, 1 
had not. I did not care, or think it prudent, 
to tell him what had paflfed between Sir Henry 
Clinton and us, refpefting what I had commii- 
pkated to Sir Henry Clinton, and whap.he had 

M 2 faid 
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faid about a flag of truce, as Col. Innys in^ 
formed me, what he brought from Sir Henry 
Clintoo was not to be underftood as official. 

Q^ Did not you finally come away from 
Philadelphia with the Britifti army, on the cer-r 
tainty of loHng your life if you had ftaid^ 
and in hopes of your property being prcferved 
by your wife's ftay in that city i 

A. I came away from Philadelphia* know-? 
ing that my life would be taken if I ftaid -, but 
I had no expedation of faving that property 
which 1 held in my own rjght. Mrs. Galloway's 
e(tate was very confider^ble, as well as my 
own ; a(nd flie ftaid Under an expeftacion, from 
fome words in the law, that fhe might reuin 
her own eftate even during my life, and at leaH: 
afcer my death ; and for that purpofe only (h^ 
remained behind. 

Q^ Is (he now at Philadelphia ? 

A. She is yet there, and informs me (he has 
no expedl ation of faving even her own eftate. 

Qj^ How long before the army left Phila- 
delphia {lad you determined to come away wittv 

it? ^ 

A. I never had a refolution or determina^ 
tion to ftay, after the notification of its being 
to be evacuated. I had taken too a£tive a 
part again ft the rebels, and knew that I could 
have no fecurity if I ftaid. 

(^ Did you not advife every one of your 
friends, who you thought could remain in 
fafety with the rebels, to ftay in Philadelphia— p» 
and were hot two perfons, who followed that 
advice, afterwards put to death ? 

A. There was not a pcrfon who had taken 

6 * ^ ' aa 
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iBin aftive part, to my knowledge, but what I 
advifed to come away with the Britifh army. 
As to Roberts and Carlifle, the perfons to 
whom I fuppofe the queilion alludes, the fiiit 
never confuked me on the occafion : he had a 
very large family, and a large eftate, and many 
^ friends more confidential than myfelf, with 

whom he advifed, and whofe advice he fol- 
lowed. As for Carlifle, I pofitively advifed 
him to leave the city, . becaufe I knew he would 
not be fafe. I w^s fent to by fome of the 
firft men in the province, to know whether I 
would advife them to take the oaths of alle- 
giance to the Rebel States ; and I advifed them 
never to do it, but at the laft extremity and 
ncccffity. 

Q^ Had not the other managers of the po- 
lice, who you have faid declined following the 
advice of Sir William Howe to remain at Phi- 
ladelphia, reafon to apprehend the iame vio- 
* lence if they had ftaid there ? 

A. t think they would have been capable of 
making a better intereft, and their peace would 
have been eafier made than mine ; and yet I 
have great doubts, whether they did not re- 
main in the fame jeopardy I did, ^s the great 
pbjedfc of the rebels, in confifcating eftates, 
was to procure a fum of money, and thefe 
gentlemen were men of confiderable fortunes. 

(^ Do you know if Mn Willing, of Phi- 
ladelphia, had his pardon from the Congrefs i 

A. I don't know. 

Q^ Did he refufe to take it ? 

J^, I neyer he^rd. 

Withdrew^ 
FINIS. 
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WITH 



BETTY'S REMARKS. 



And therefore met in confultation. 
To cant and qnack npon the nation ; 
Not for the fickljr patient's fake. 
Nor what to give, bnt what to /ia(r. 



> 



LONDON: 

Printed. fin- J. Wilkib, No, 71, St. Faol's Chorcb-jrard. 

MOCCUCXIX. 



^. 



V # 









- 1 -^ 



V f 






• ' 1 • 




U . TD O'i" 



.^' Ij 



-i-t 



» (■ * 












t « »• * .''111' , . f ,.. , , , 



* « 4^ 4 



/S'ior/ Ward. or two, from Betty. 






IT isr oow. Thirteen Ycjrs that I have 
w^ted for .,a total, change of Miniftry, 
and the performance of thofe promifes 
Virhich^havf been pade tfi ,me of fucceedin^ 
to the K[oi^ekeeper*s Placje at the Tr6afury j 
and I,o^n^,I ihould vr^lingly have refted 
iati8fie4 |^% a. little tiq^e Jopger (as. many 
of my ^p^^ n^ft , 4o),^ with the light 
£30d eif .E?pe£lationi.if I had, not been 
vejgr. latd^/OB'WiW^* ,t]ij,at I fHouldneyer 
experience Any folvi Irufcf it.. ' ' - ' ^- 
.Whci^ a ^p^an. receives: an i fhe 

bas but^twp v^eapons to refbnt it: and the{eV 
I proieis, It 18 my mtention to make ule or, 
^Srfar as I ant- able, upon the princfple of 
retaliation.— ^If I am accpfed. of a breach 
of confidence in refpeft to the publication^ 

of the following CoUedion of Council Mi- 
nutC9> ^v^l^.^:!^, were intruded to my care 

5 and 
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aod fecrecy^ I ^U defire td pleads m mf 
defence^ a breach of a folefttn engagement- 
'Which fet me the example; aiid that from 
that time I conceived myfelf w be zr^Frce 

Perhaps it may be urged, that tfiie pieh- 
fion^propofed to be given to me Mras meant 
iii liil Qf th^''p!ace'(- buW as \\A Itlfli si^ 
i«rs are p'r^etty gfenciilly fend^n^^tod that 
acciumulated ' ' deficiencies ^ feldom iiSvattiife 
Ae* pay^^^^^ <^id 'tifkirfbt* 

tndiiieiit fiip^pYe'^tfiat a p^trV ybi.^ a yeflr 
^^iislintendtcf iiiy dfterxvife tnatf ali k^nfePe 
cQih^iinent o^ fe^cid' humour ihd fefpttfiii 
tjon,' towards' p^': I' truft I fhaH* tnefefbrt? 
ffand e^puled'to mjr' friends for iiilro3uc!t!i^ 
aYew lliorhlhg Scenes tp^'their 'oSfeifvattt^ 
and at the fame' tinie \!i[izX t'tbM^t i^i^ 
giveii for aaamg fome generar femarksy 
which have occurred to me in the courle 
of them^ . ^ -. - 

, It may be, a. matter of, fijffpnie to thV 
world that I fhould fet niy name to a piib- 
hcation of a political nati^re ; .but t^e pre- 
cepts L have received frona in]^^f?i6^d^Mrir^ 
Ma(i— lay (now the amiat)leMrtl^<jfr-^^rti)' 
• , taught 



( vli ) 

Uught me never to be afliamed of truth' 
•from the fear of cenfure. 

To ufe the words of a very great 'man 
(the Earl of Chatham), I no longer hefitate 
to renounce principles incompatible with 
freedom, dangerous in their tendency, 
and fubverfiveof the conftitution. 
" - Henceforward I bid adieu to the pine, 
tfaeoraqge, and the Oppofition, and com- 
mence purveyor of politics for the future. 



Eliza&qth O^N^iZ'- 



St. James*$ Street, 
May 21, 1779. 
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JM»W'd,ii778.M •PRESENT'^ Ji? /JbV ' 



«- > > .• 



rDukeofR: di 

Lord R — - ■ ■ m, 
Lord). C-^-i-ifh, 
Scie^" Meeting. ■{ Mr, F-^x, 

1 General C ' J i 
Mr. John L— e, 
5^Mf. T T -r .- ,^, 

SecretaruSf Mr. B— — ke <2«^ JMir. B g 

\- : ... ttfotijiools at the boitom of the iabU, 
, . „■ , , i r ijr; Br* »' n by «(* #Af^ ifoo;"ii 

r-|f^ HAT it is cfftntially. neccflafy to 
j|[( ; open the politrcal tampaigii upon a« 
. broad a bottom as poifible. 



it is expedient to negociate with 
thofe parties who may be confidered, in 
ibme degree, as detached from the pha- 
lanx, and who may probably be advan** 
cing towards thcreHeiny; " 

B THAT 



\ 
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THAT Mr. L-c is authorifed to found and 
treaTwilh "Mr .T5-^^:=^^g in refped to the 
views of the Shelburne party. 

r .... - 

THAT' It be recommended to Mr. L-e to 
hold his political converfations always 
before dinner. ' 



as Lord Thurlow has had fhe dUh 

given to him, the Duke of R d is 

authorifed to fend Dr. Br-ckl-fby to Dr. 
- Addingtony that he may found the Doc- 
tor how far he fuppofes the maxims and 
opinions of the late Lord Chatham are 
adhered to by Lord' Camden, in order 
that feme judgment may be formed of 
the line he means to take upon the fub- 
jedt of America. 

Upon a motion made by the Duke of 
R ' ■ M p dy MPi B -^fce is authorifed to af- 
fure Betty of a penfion of 50 /. a year upon 
the Irifh eftablifhnteht^ on a chang6 of 
adminiftratlon ; and thatt in the mean 
time, every encouragement be given to her 
in the way of her bujin^fs^ with an allow- 
apce^of 10 s. 6d. per week for the ufe of 
her back-room. 

Adjourwd^ 



«» 



There 



( 3 ) . > -~ 

There would have been - ho occafion to 
have fent Dr. Br-ckl-(by to Dr. Add-ngt-n 
to talk upon the fubje£t of America, if 
fome men, in the warmth of their ^ulo- 
giums upon a refiflance to the fovereignty 
of Great Britain, had conceived^ for a mo- 
ment, that they might be facrificing at the 
ihrine of American apoftacy. But the fpi« 
lit of enthufiafm, which never breathes 
but to contaminate, was wafted acrof^ the 
Atlantic, and triumphs in the ruin it has 
Qccafioned. 



i 



M«Aii«^i^ltort* 



MriMiMMMMAM^gl 
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ESENT, Nru. lo, 1778. 
iGgtmwtttee of J ijf*! t, y '^^ 



K. . * w 



1 ' * • 
* « ^ I 



Mr. L— E reports, that he ha« opened to 

Mr. D g the fincere defire of the 

R- m party to acquire the affift- 

ance of the S tie's, and to aft toge- 
ther ; but that Lord S -pe cannot 
think of entering into any engagement 
with thofe who compofe it, until he is 
informed of the principles aad plans of 

Re/ohedj 

THAT Mr. B ^ke and Mr. F— x be 

requefted to draw up what they conceive 
fufiicient information upon thefe heads, 
in order that it be tranfmitted to Lord 
S ne without lofs of time. 

THE DUKE OF R-^ D reports, that 

Dr. Br-ckl-fby h^d ^tended Dr. Add-ng- 
t-n ; but that his mind was fo agitated, 

a and 



J 



is) 

and his time fo entirely employed in exr 
plan^tipns ^nd diCavow^s with Sir James 
Wr-ght, ijpon the* fubjeft of meffages 
^a(w€Mi Locd Bute ai^d the late Lord 
Chatham, he could not undertake any 
mefTage to» or to hare any commujiir 
cation with,. Lord Camden (illnefs ex- 
cepted),, until he had perfedly cleafed 
up hifr owa -ehara^r to the world ; and 
Dr. Br-ckl-fby much doubts, from the 
tenor q£ their converfation, whether Dr. 
Add-ngt-n will be ever prevailed upon 
£p interfere igk PpUt|C6E for the fuuire. 

Adjourned. 



NotwithflaDding poUtLoal is a key to 
general knowledge, the prejudice, relent- 
ment, envy, and jealoufy, which generally 
refult from the on?, counteract the opera- 
tions of that fyftem of love and benevolence 
which we are taught to follow by the other. 
Hence arifes all the animofity which has 
kept perfeverance fo long alive in the hreafts 
of men, who would pth,?rwife, have (hone 
with peculiar luftrein th? high road elo- 
quence of turnpikeimeetiiigs, or ift th? fober 
path pf country miagiftracy. 



( <5 ) 
PRESENT, Nov. 15, 1778. 



S^Ied Meeting. < 



fThe D— c of R . ■ d. 
Lord R» ■ i ' •m, 
General C— — y, 
Mr. F— X, 
Mr. John L^e, 

IMr. T 8 T.— ^ d. 

Mr. B ■ ! ■ ' KB produces a plan of opera» 
tions, in order (if approved) to be com- 
municated to Lord S ne. 

* 

Flan read. 
Heads of it. 

To fupport the idea of the neceffity of 
granting Independence to Apierica. 
. To defend Keppel by arraigning the 
condufl: of the Admiralty. 

To impute theTailure on the 27th July 
^ the Want of Subordination in the Fleet, 
and that Succefs cannot be expeded where 
there is Want of Confidence. 

To prove the general Ruin by the Con- 
tinuation of the War. 

To draw the Line between a Natural 
Enemy and Subjeds in Rebellion^ though 
they are united together. 

To 



I < 
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To imprefd ftrongly the inevitable con- 
fequences arifing from a profecution of the 
fame fatal Plan$ of Conduct, n/tz. 

Lofs of the Contioent of America. 

Weft India Iflands. 

Eaft India PoffeiEons. 

' African Settlements, 

— Gibraltar and Minorca. 

■ Mediterranean Trade* 

Fleet and Army in America. 



• Expenditure pf Fojty .Millions. 

- GenerarDcfponderiby. 

- National Bai^kruptcy. 

• Rebellion it Home. ' 



■>■ 



General Attacks. 

Byroo^s late Departure. 

No Fleet fent to block up D'EfliaigQ 

. in the Mediterranean, 
—i— -National Honour loft in foliciting 

Mediation of Spain. 
■ No timely Reinforcements fent to 

, LfOtA Howe. 

No Admirals nor Generals will ferve. 

American Commiffioners Procla* 
mation. 

Spain equipping. 

Flat'-bottomed Boats preparing* 

Inequality of the Fleet. 

Total Want of Credit. 

Difreputation 



•■■■^ 



»ll *fc* ill! 
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Kfteputatlos of Minifey. 
InipoflafcHiity to continue the Waft* 
Flag Remonftraace* 
Biouad Robia. 

/ 

Perfonal .AftackSi ,:: 



»> ■ X f ■ n '■ » 



* • • • ( 

I 



Lord SANpwidtt; . . . : - ^ • 

: ' * ■ ■ • , • • 

• . • • . ! * . -'-^ „. 

Parliament deceiyed jii the;ftate of Ships 
laft year. • . . 

■ Defer ved to lofehis bead if infc.-- 
rior to France and Spain united. 
, l(.eppel at fir ft inferior to the French* 

— Want of Rigging fbr]^r6li*fSqifa^ 
dron. ../ ,7!. 

Sent to Keppers fleet for itV \\ 
No Small Beer for Byron. , 
— NaVal SHows, but no- Ships to ufe. 



— Gambler. 

-t- Greenwich Hofpital- , 



Short Shirts— Sour Beer. 

Huhtingdonfhire freeholders .ob- 
tain rewards of naval fervitud.e. 

Yards — Jobs . 

Removal from Prefence and Coun* 
cils for ever. ' - 

Lord 



( o 

Lord NortiS. 



»• f 



Shameful and extriVagfaht Expenditure 

of Public Money. 
■ Rum— Bribery-^Corruption. 
— — Army might ffave been ftarved in 
America. ' 
Somnolency. 
Contradis. 
Bad Bread for Camps. 

- Scandalous Wafte of Spur Krouf . 

- Failure of Takes. 

- Incrcafe of Expences. 

- Incapacity. ' 

- Ought to go out; ^ 

- Country calls for it. 

- No body will lend any Money. 

- Change neceflary. 
" Eat his Words. 

- Difreputation. 

- Bad Meafures. 

- Ill Succefs — the natural Confe- 
quence. 

- Love of Office. 
• Ruin of his Country. 



f 



Lord George Germaine. 



*M" 



Minden. 

Inaufpicous Chara£ter« 

America at bis Feet. 

C Saratoga 
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Saratoga Conventioa. 

Sacrifice of Burgoynfc 

Qjiarrcls with Generals^ 

Charaders blafted ■ ■ ■ 

Ruined — ^Undone • 

Whxfpering Gallery i. 

Private Powers to American Com* 
miffioners. 

AflFedtion for Johnftone. 

Chief ^0ver i^ the Amur icam War. 
- Author of Calamitie8>. 
^Lx^ his h^d» 



LoRDCHANCEXtdH. 



^m 



Woolfa^ck. 

^no];a^<;e of tli^eRukaof th&Houfe. 

Dangerous Principles. 

Refpeft to nobl^ itamiUes* 

Speedy Rife to Greatnefs* 

Confinement; to f.Qtsx^. 



Re/clveJf 

THAT Mr. B—ke be directed to tranfmrt 

a copy of tbie focegpiflg plan, in a large 

round hand, to Mr. L-e, that he may 

attend Mr. D— — g with it at his^ch^tm- 

bers to-morrow eventng at Seve^j Mr. 

L-e having informed theS^^ that Mr. 

D g is engaged tD Lady, MUfiwrd's 

ball at Nine at. Nights 

THAT 



TMAT a fuWcription prefeht of fifty gui- 
neas be giveq to Mr. Almon on the head 
of general Services, and that he be af- 
fored of the place of Patent' Stationed 
to both Houfes of Parliament, i/pon 

^ -condition that he continues to introduce 
the federal Speeches of Opipofitioh, wita 
his amendments, in the Political Re- 
gifter, and to mifreprcfeiit and Cuttilt 
thofe of Adminiftration. r^ 



Mt ■■"5 




'tfit Rebellion in Arnetipa has cirt'iTril^ 
had an cffed: upon my fair countrywoman! 
—I impute the increafe 6f incohftaticy t<J 
it— Having been thie firft, they are deter-^ 
mined not to be the lafl to rebel. — rrThe 
Ladies have for fome time paft held a Cjon- 
grefs here.— —They have their General 
Wafhington in His Grace of Dorfet, their 
Arnold in one Fawkener, their Lee in 
good Golonel Colmo^ their Lord Stu-ling 
m His Grace of Queenfberry, their Prefi- 
dent Hancock in the Prince ^their Ho- 
ratio Gates in every woman's Horatio— 
their Ambafiadors Franklin, Lee, and 
Adams, in the perfons of Stepney, Car- 
liile, and Norton ; nor is there wanting 
the refpedive Aids <iu Camps in Byron, 

C 2 Gardiner, 
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Gardiner^ and Fitzpatrick. The Ladies 
will enter into no treaty without a Decla- 
ration of Independence, and would rather 
accept Foreign Alliances upon that ground, 
than acknowlege the Supremacy of Great 
Britain. Having long imbibed the Coniti- 
tutional Principle that Reprefentation and 
Taxation fhould go together, they declare 
theywill -not bear any burthpns hut xhok 
impofed upon them by Reprjcfentative? of 
their own • EleSion. The well-difpofed 
Aimables are obliged to fubmit to the Rules 
which this CoDgrfiflxDnal Ton have found- 
ed, and continue to fupport ; and like 
tjiany a worthy in America, whilft he fub- 
xpits. and places his confidence in the tri^ift 
that tyranny in its nature can be but of 
ihprt duration, the innocent maiden here, 
fearful of defamation, courts its kindne£^ 
to avoid its venom. 



J 



enlarged. 
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' • > 
PR ES EN t,.iVw. l^th, 1778- ■'" 

D. ofR d. 

Lord R' ■ > IP. 

• Lord J. G' '■' 'flu 
„ , ^ j General C y. 

l^}^^: : J Mr. F.x. 
Meeting iy^^^ r^ ^ d. 

Mr. J. L-e. 

Lord S ' " 1 1 ' " ' ne. 

I Ck)l. B-^ e'. 

iMr. D • — g. 

Mr. B — ^^e, ? c- 1 
Tv/r "D ' c Stools. 

Mr. B g, 3 

READ- thiC.miautes of the- previous meet- 
ings. 

# "> ^» - * 

READ the general plan of operations. ., 

LORD S — NE objeas, ift, 

To declarations of the impoffibility of 
contending with any part of the world, or 
with all of it. 

2dly, To the Independence of America. 

3dly, To the withdrawing the army 
from that country. 

4thlyn To the idea of want of men 
Streets full of them. 

5thly, To the idea of want of money-— 
Squares, buildings, finehoufes, gaming. 

Mr. 
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Mr. D G agrees with his noble 

friend in the fentiitieilts he has expreffed, 
and requeft^ that the article in the lafl: 
minutes, which introduces his paflion 
for dancing, may be omitted. 

Mr T. T B moves. That, what- 
ever may be the diflFerenfce of opinion in 
Oppofition upoft a^ny unforefeen propo-^ 
fition or ma tt e r which may arife in the 
courfe of the prefent SejBGIon, it be re^ 
commendfcd not tcr exh&it any condud: 
which tends to coovey fuch diflFercnce 
of opinioii or ientinspent* 

Mr. F-X pf Qpidibs ^ em aMendaMn^. B^ 
adding the words *' except in Gafesiof 
Impradicability." He begs to differ 
with Lord S " ■'■ ' '" QC^ i* his. ideas' *f th« 
power and the refources of this country, 
which (as the Spirit of the Nation i* 
againft a defenfive war, and muft aW 

*' ways, from its^fituation, make choice^ 
qf an offenfive one) Mr. F-x thinks arc 

• not equal to a contention with France 

• and America united : and he, therjefore, 
cannot but adhere to his' opinion' of 
withdrawing the trobps from North 
America as foon as poffible. 

Mr. 



Iklr.D 



lar, viz. 
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G fuggefts hints to be popu; 



The Duke of Richmond to ondcrtakc — Vigour and Violence. 
General Conway • Defign and Decifion. 

Mf» Ei^ke -» - Beauty and Brevity* 

Lord 



Shdburne (wiih tic Affiftanceof ) ^^^ „d Money. 



-GoV Barrf 
Lord Rockiqgfaana 
IWr. T. Townfhenc^ 
Mr. J. Lee 
Mr. nDxmijDg . 
Mr, Fox 

Agreed to. 



Storms and Stories. 

Expence and Entertain men t» 

Learning and Lamentacton. 

Modefty and Manners. 

ThiB Loves and the Laws. 

The. Mobs and the Muies.- 



Adjourned. 



t-* 



trntm 



I& it poffible to conceive that this coutt* 
try will ever have naval force fufiicient to 
extend itfelf the whole of the American 
continent^ fo as to prevent her from re- 
ceiving great fupplies of fhips, men, and 
materials, from France ? Will not their 
ports (if we quit that country) be foon 
crouded with the fleets of France, nay 
with the fleets of America ? Will it be 
poflible for us to defend our Weft India 
pofleflions, and leave the whole continent, 
of North America open to the genius of 
ker own mechanics, her induftry, and the 
afilftance of her allies ? If we are to refifl^ 
or to refent the infults of France by attack- 
ing their illands or by defending our own, 
a we 
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we cannot have any places or harbouns 
comparable in points of fafety, climate, 
and convenience, to New-York and Rhode 
Jfland, for the purpofes of ofFenfive or de- 
fenfive expeditions to the Weft Indies ; 
whilft we are, at the fame time, in poflcf- 
fion of fituations which muft conftantly 
check the growing power and ambition of 
North America. The truth is, that, at 
the commencement of the laft war we had 
fo much to attain in order to deprefs and 
weaken our enemies, and to ftrengthea 
ourfelves by enlarging our commerce, aa 
ofFenfive war was abfolutely necefTary ; but 
we extended the number and fize of our 
acquifitions fo greatly, that it has been a 
matter of doubt whether their expence has 
been repaid by the advantages derived from 
them. 



#% 
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* * 

PRESENT, iVSw. 19, 1778. 



( Lord R- 
D. of R- 
Lca^ S- 



•m. 



-d. 



i^yr .. J Mr. F-x. 

^"^""•S^^- General C 

Mr. D--— 



•-nCi 



«• 



&. 



■d. 



^ Colonel B— 
l,Mr. J. L-e. 

IV^. 3— .^ke 






Mf. B. 



-^^*-f 



g 



? Stool's, 



READ a Letter, dated the ift Inft. from 

Mr. T-F— le L —ell (with Sixteen 

Sheets of Information refp^ding the 

^ Navy) ftating his Qonfequence) Circum- 
,4l^ces9 an^ Servicest requeiliog . Sup- 
port of his intepded Motions upon his 
State of the Fleet, and deiiring to be of 
the Seled Meeting. 

Let Mr. B— ^ke aflore Mr. L ■ U of 
our cordial Affiftancc» and that we 
will confider ^, his Application to be 
of the Selea. 



» 



READ 
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READ a Letter of the 2d Inft. from Sir 
W. M th, renewing his deiire to 



he confulted. 
Let Mr. & 



» * 



-e, as an old Friend to Sir 



William, comrminicate with him 
upon general Ma^ra of political Dif- 
cuHion, and-exprels the Sa^tioftiftion 
^hich Tjc feel at his Steadinefs and 
Perfeverance-~ih-*the:Hiftory it is lin- 
derftood he is Writii^ of the Difputes 
between Great Britain atid North 
America^ 

READ a Letter from Mr. W— s>. pray- 
ing a Quarterage In Advance, and the 
final Settlandliit X!rf his incidental AHow-- 
ances. . 

' Agreerf to — and^ordored, proyicled he 
continues to make speeches in Guild- 
hall, the Cothmbn Counpil, tlje Coyxt 
of Aldfermen, aodthe^floufebrCom* 
'mons, and that he publiflies theTftWne 
in the daily Pa|5fers accordingly, * ' 

READ a Letter fromDr. B' - " ' 'by, dated 
i the lath Inft. incloiing^ his Thoughts 
. upon the ffxinefe (^o^rnment, the 
■ Gentoo Laws» and dsTpPUQk Tyranny; 
and recommending Fnunnefs in Cafes 
of Weaknefs, auid Unanimity to Oppo- 
. ftfion. I ., 

3 READ 
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READ a Letter of loth Inft. from Sir Ph. 

J. C ^ke, vdih a Copy of the Bill 

to incapacitate Contractors from fitting 
in Parliament. 

Let the ufual Thaaks be fent to Sir Phi- 
lip, and the old AfTuraoces repeated : 
but, at the fame Tiiae, let it be fug- 
gelled (o hrm that it is necefTary to 
obferve great Cai]tion in his Solicita- 
tions of Imereft at the Treafury, as 
his Attempt to obtain for his Friend 
the Preference in a Militia Camp 
Contrad after it had been advertifed, 
has given Rife to much Obfervation. 

READ' a Letter from J— H ne, 

Efq; late Parfon H— ^ne, recapitolating 
his Services, and requeftipg Relief. 

Acquaint Mr. H-- ne, that in cafe of 

a total Change of Adminiftration, be 
.fhall be a Mafter in Chancery, 

Refal'uedy 
THAT a periodical Paper be written^ and 
circulated through the Cities of London 
and Weftminfter, and the feveral Couq- 
ties, dedicated to the Freeholders of Eng^ 
land; and thftt the faid Paper contain 
Matters of the moft inflammatory Nature 
^gainft the prefent Miniftry, and the 

P ? ftrongeft 
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firongeft Aflbrtions of the Ruin that will 
uttend us by. a Proftoiition of the War 
with America, 

THAT the laid Paper be entitled the 
Engliihman; and that Mr. B — — keand 
Mr. H — ^— y be diredied to prepare, or 
have it prepared,' and circulated accord- 
iugly, though they are not obliged to 
convey it to Hull »nd BriftoL 
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I am pcrfedly convinced, that as diftrefs 
is the touchftone of virtue, foare fteadinefs 
and gerfeverance efTeQtial in^ediepts to 
extricate u^ out of emba|r|^Sbg fituations ; 
tberefore, ^an^fiie people belonging to the 
hot-houfes and hot^l^eds, the forcings W^Is 
an3 glafs-frames of Chfflfea, JSl^tterl^t anc) 
Brentford, hfcd re^eMed againft me^ I wogld, 
never have confe0ie4||At i could -dot exilt 
^without them, fs a reafon to excite tiienk to 
make peace with v^% iaoi* would I have 
ever proclaimed to laP^' jfoemies. thAt I v^-as 
rmn^. in order t^ tcrjrify them iiito more 
reafonable terms of aceomm^dation. 



( «t ) 

PRESENT, Nffo. 23, 177^. 

" Lord R m. 

Committee of D. of R— — d. 

Selea Meeting < Mr. T. T- d. 

' enlarged* I Mr. J. L — e. 

I Ck)l. B — e'. 

Mr. B-^— ke 7 «^ , 
Mr. B g 5 ^^°°^»- 

My Lords and Gentlemen refume the 
confideration of that part of the firft Mi- 
nute rerpeding the breadth of the bottom 
of the Campaign. 

Direda letter to be written t» Mn 

H fy tequefting he would quit, 

for a Ihort time, Vulcan and the Cy- 
clops, and return to the habitation of 
Mercury ; as the firmnefs, ability^ and 
^ vigour of everv Member art particu* 
• larly defirabl^'iji iht prefent conjlmc* 
r tore. . *. . 

%tt fetters be fetat to Mr. H-lf-y, S?r 
George Y-nge, Sir Alexander L— th. 
Sir E. Aft--y,- 'Mr. C. T-rn-r, and t6 
thofe who generally take an adiv^ 
part in debate^ requefting the exertion 
jbf tiff far great Parliamentary Talent* 

at 



( « ) 

at the opening and during the whole 
of the Seffion. 

Let very polite meflfages be fent to en* 

quire after the Earl of B I's health, 

and order civility to be fliewn to the 
HonouraUe Lieut. B-rkl-^y. 

m 

Mn D g is defipcd to urge Mr. Ser- 
jeant A r to give his fupport, but 

to fhorten his fpeeches. 

Mr. T. T— — — d, it is hoped, will ex- 
ercife the fame good offices with Sir 

J h M bey, with a requeft 

that he would not fpeBk at alL 

. Adjourned. 



Whether the circulations from the prefs^ 
a fcarcity of great and ^le ni^n in the na« 
tion, or the fpirit of trie times, have givea 
a political exiflence fa thofe feeds which 
were* never fqwn for fuch apurpofe, I will 
not venture to determine ; but certain it is, 
that as the number of Politicians has in- 
creafed, the number of Patriots has dimi- 
niihed. I am well warranted in this eon- 
clufioOi bv the conduct whiijh has been 

purfi|e4 



< 



( ^3 ) 

purfued at a time when the ftate of this 
country was fuch as fbould have lexcited 
every one, who had a true love and value 
for it, to have banifbed the fpirit of Dif- 
cord by the hand of Unanimity. Butt 
alas ! we pradMfe the reverfe of thofe ex- 
amples fet us in the ancient times of real 
Virtue and of true Patriotifm. When the 
enemy is at bur gatcs^ we do not unite to 
drive him aWay^ but flop to enquire how 
he came there. 
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PRESENT, Kov. 17, 1778* 



puke Off R 

I Lord S— — ne. 
LiOfp Ri» 



>d. 



5f^4kMec.tMig.. 



Lord J. G- 
Mr. F-x. 
Mr. T. T. 
Col. B— 
Gen. C — 
Mr.D 



•m. 



d. 






Mn J. L-c. 

Mr. B— — ke7c*^^i 
Mr. B g r*^«- 

Refolvedj 
THAT it is the opimoa of this Com- 
mittee, that 109 is a very refpedtablcf 
minQrity, at the .opening of _fo early a 
feiSon, and upon the bufinefs of the tA^ 
drefs. 

* 

Mr. B— -KE produces a letter from his 
friend General B— — e, deliring M 
throw himfelf and his caiife into the 
arms of Oppofition, and requiring aflift^ 
ance and fupport* 

Upon a full and mature confideration of 
the difcretionary power which Mr. 
fiates that all officers muft have 

ia 




i H y 

in the execution of commands, and as 
the return of Admiral Keppel for a rein- 
forcement, as well as the not hazarding 
a fecond attack upon the French fleet on 
the 27th of July, were very flrong in- 
ftances of difcretion j 

Refolvedf 
THAT it is a very delicate point, and 
certainly premature, to determine uppn 

. the fpirit and letter of General B e's 

inftru£tions. It is, however, the part of 
humanity to commiferate misfortunes, 

and therefore Mr, B ke is authorifed 

to affure the General of our affiftance 
lipon every proper bccafion.- 

LET thanks be given to Mr. H-rtl-y, for 

t|;ie boqk lie lately publilhed, dedicated 

to his conftituent^ at Hull, notwith- 

' ftanding they have difavowed the opi'* 

nions and fentiments contained in it. 

Mr. J. ^ — ^E informs the Committee, that 
. he propofes to attend Kei^el, as one 
. of his Council, and fuggefts the ufe 
it would be to the Admiral if fome of 
his friends would give their countenance 
aMad advice td him during his trial at 
Portfmouth. 



E 



Agreed 



{ 26 ) 

Agreed to a propofition of fo popular a 
nature, which cannot have any other 
than the befl political confequences. 

LET, Dr. Br-ckl-lby be direfted to attend 
the Lady Dowager Alb— -rle during the 
whole of the trial ; . and that he report 
to hery regularly, how matters ftand iii 
the progrefs of it. 

Adjourned till the /aid trial isjini/hed. : 



The prefent Adminiftration has been 
miich to blame in the choice of thofe em- 
ployed to execute the bufinefs of the war 
with France and America. They feleCted, 
from among the Oppofition, men for their 
Generals and Admirals, who were reputed, 
and have fmce proved, to be attached to 
that party and hoftile to the other. The 
Minifters fed the vanity of thofe they em- 
ployed; but were deceived by the confi- 
dence which they placed in a laudable am- 
bition, and an affedion for the country. 
The party to whom the officer is attached, 
partakes of the credit of his fuccefs ; but^ 
if he fails, a happy complaint arifes of 
jealoufy, negleft, and inattention, nay, of 
a defire to facrifice him ; as if the credit 

and 



( 27 ) 

and fatisfaftion whicli Miniflers derive from 
the fuccefs of their ineafures, were not as 
pleafant as the gratification oiF employing a 
man merely for the purpofe of ruining 
him. One inftance indeed has happen- 
ed, which may afford conifort to the Ge- 
neral who may hereafter be unfortunate 
enough to undertake a command, with the 
principles of thofe from whom he receives 
it.- — He v/ili be vilified with every fpecies 
of invedive and reproach during the pro- 
grefs of his fuccefs, but, if he is defeated 

in the end a Convention will reconcile 

pomp and cruelty to us, — -^Proclamations 
wmII lofe the dignity that debafed them» 
and the tom^^hawk and the fcalping knife 
will be allowed to ruft in the graves of pity 
and compaflion. 



f , 



£ 2 



( =8 ) 



PRESENT, Feb. 9, 1779. 

fMr. T. T d. 

/- •.. c Mr. C F-x. 

Committee or a. t t ^ 

Mr. D g. 

Col. B— e. ' 



Seled Meeting. 



M'--^-t=.|s,ooU. 

Mr. B — g, J 



Dr. Br-ckl-lby at the door. 

♦ 

After mutual congratulations upon the 
acquittal of Admiral Keppel, 

Refolvedy 
THAT every poffible exertion be made 

towards effeding a general illumination. 
That it be continued for three nights 

fucceffively. 
■ ■ . ■ That Dr, Pr-ce be direded immedi- 



ately to calculate the number of glaziers, 
tallow- chandlerSf and flambeaux-makers 
now refident within the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, i^ order to fee whe-i- 
ther they will be of themfelves fufficient 
to form a mob for the purpofes of the 
faid illumination. 

That the thanks of both houfes of 



parliament be procure4 iox Admiral 
K 1. AjicJ, 



( ^9 ) 

— That Mr. B— ke be ordered to pre- 
pare his anfwers to them.^ 

Let a motion be made for the imme- 



diate removal of P r from all his em- 
ployments and rank in the navy, not- 
withftanding it is before his trial. 

Re/blved, 
THAT two motions per week be made 
refpeding the Inequality of the navy 
to the exigencies of various fervices, and 
to what we had a right to expert from, 
our declarations, and from the wafte of 
time, and the expenditure of oratory. 

Adjourned till to-morro'w, in order 
to receive Dr. Pr-ce^s report. 



mm 



I cannot help obferving^ upon the very 
unkind manner in which my friend T e 
L ■ 11 was treated, by inattention to him 
at this time ; for he went fo far as to aflure 
me, in my y^r ^ r^^w, during a fitting of the 
Seled:, that the only plan to raife a general 
convulfion in tjie fleet and in the nation 
(as it could not be brought about by fea^ 
meafures), would have been, by a land- 
cruize, or, in other words, a land-regatta, 
which might eafily have been regulated and 
conduced. The idea was, that Keppel 
fhould have fet off from Portfmouth in his 

5 barge 



C 30 V 

barge upon four wheels, dragged by the 
crew of the Vidory, and attended by his 
Court-martial, with Admiral Montagu at 
the helm, in another bargee, with the re- 
fpediive Admirals and Captaipjs of, the 
Round Robin and Reprefentatlpn likewife, 
in their barges, with all their frieqds and 
the oppofition from both hbufes of parlia* 
ment, with cplours flying, drums beating, 
banners waving, trumpets playing, and 
decorated with every emblem of conqueft 
and honour. This expedition fhbuld have 
been made along the coaft of England to 
all the fea-ports ; and after having made a 
circuit round the ifland, the principal ma- 
nufaduring towns (hould have been vifited, 
and then a return to London, where every 
preparation fliould have been made for their 
reception. -r-The confequences of thefe pro- 
ceedings would have marked the fpirit of 
them, — Trade and induftry would have 
flood ftill — rThe people intoxicated — The 
fleet of England would have been unman- 
ned, and D^Orvilliers would have been in 
the Thames. 



( 31 ) 



t » 



PRESENT, iQt^Feb. 1779. 



Committee of 



fMr. T. T. d, 

Mr. F — X, 



Selea Mcetiiig' < Mr. D g, 

enlarged. Mr, J. L-e, 

ICol. B—e. 

Mr. B—keJc^ 1 
Mr. B-g/ P**^^*- .; 

READ Dr* Pr-ce's Report upon the matter 
referred to him yefterday, in which he 
aflures the Committee, that though he 
has taken great pains, as well to afcer* 
tain the number, as to engage the fer- 
vices of the refpedive bodies of gentle- 
men, who are eflentially concerned in an 
illumination^ he does not think them 
equal to complete the />wr/>^j of it, with- 
out the afliftance of leaders, and fome in- 
demnification for the confequences* 

LET letters be immediately difperfed to all 
our- friends, to direct their valets de 
chambres, cooks, coachmen, footmen, 
and poftilions, and the waiters at the fe- 
veral taverns of St, James's -ftreet and 
Pall-mall to a£t as auxiliaries upon fo en- 
lightened an occafion. 

Mr. 



r< 38 .) 

Mr. B — ke and Col. B — e requeft to be ex- 

cufed ?^fll?4^?S' ^^ afpsftfc^ :hy perfonal 
fupport, {o glorious a difplay oF the free- 
dom of the 'pQOfplev as it is not in their 
power, from the fhortnefs^oFUieirlj^ 
to fee their 'w <^/, oKhtx'^Uih^n'fecJtngly^ 
upon fuch ad qccafion ; and M5D— ^^ — ^g 
ibegs to obfef ve, tha« his hulkinefs would 
prevent any direiSions he might be in- 
clined to , give the mob from being heard 
or underftood. Adjwrn^d. 



»^fmttim0m^ 



' ^Mr. F-x, whom I have bieen intimately 
acquainted vfiih for feveral years, :iand 
drank many ^ focial bottfe with -\liim, 
might have known that^ it is' ds^xj :eafy 
matter to get tipfy, but .Very unpleafapt 
to get fober again. ; . 

* Mobs in -every country, but partrcdlarly 
in a free one, are'dangerous, Becapfekhey 
ar^ ^lway« Hcentiou^j and it is',, a certain 
fad, that thepaflions which didiate the ope- 
rations of a V^o]^^ a^e. alpqA: ^Iw-^jrsr CPft^ 
trary to the fpiritaftd''|^eneral^^ft pf!^ ^^^^ 
hation. If there ever was an inftance of 
' "a mob thajt ihTome ipea'fiire fqu^red with 
the ' opiiiioji of'ncaylx^ilic majority , of. the 
people, it ^aVt^ the cafe of the Middlefex 
• fileSidk; 'Mi Ifien Mr/ F-x was a^ait^^ the 
nt6b,%W^/V/^the'Miniftryr^ ^^ ^ 

"• ^ ' lf » > — 
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PRESB^NT, iithF<f*. 1779. 

fDuke of R — — d. 
. Committee of I Mr. F-x, 

Selea Mefitiag < Mr. T. T-— — d. 
enlarged. jCol. B— c. 

tMr. J. L — e. 

M;;B^ {S.OOU., 

Refolved^ 
THAT thauks be.iciycn Jo the fevcral 
noblemen and gentlemen who fo gal- 
lantly and ablj[ attacked the houfes of 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, Lords Norfh ^pd 

(jreorge Gpfynapng^ ! : ' 

THAT Dn Br-ckl-ihy be direficd imme- 
^lately to attend the feveral geutlemen of 
the mob, who were wounded in jthe af^ 
fray ' of lad nighty . and who . are n9w ii^ 
cu^ody. .^ -. 

• , ' . . ^ . ' 

LET thknks be lent to the Earl of E- — 1 

and Sir W n W— — ms W-^n, for 

their very magnificent difplay lail night ; 
and let the wifhes of the Committee be 
conveyed to the Earl and Sir W— — p, 
that they wouldexhibit a duplicate of the 
faid difplay for the two foUt^Wing even* 
ings. 

F HIS 



HIS.p[T?^fT^ij|f{Rf7-'tTT^c'«^nt8 the 

difapjKMAtfflCat \ej^^^ jfuffered in the 
Greenwich .Hbjprfi " '' liry, but pro- 
fefl^cs f^ .deitfil^inatj w to perfcvere 

in it. Trom mdiWV ^t?}iHf>H^^ 

and ta^oaaSffi s'lja '^ Is /}?r^wif6K^iii 

the H " ''^wff Qf-I^-rwTisj reUtirt to the 
Navy, in fi^ Lortl'ISrl — 1 ihould con- 
tinue in<li!poj[^9. - ' ' i 

,L' . . ' (' Adjourned. 



to me Tcry feribtrify of the id*antis \^lfich 
' weremadeby Mr.K.— ^Vfrlftndfc't&WiA'dfi 
the aff^aipna of the^jqt Fajnilj; Hpon.tbis 
iocciifibnj; bnt as Aey eng&ett-in i'^avA- 
jwbmlft '^th'Jiiffic'e not to Tnterfe'f e m^he 
caufe of iiidmduafs for the /uttire, J- ^. 
Wufts-^Hc'tH^'me) thkt Uluiiiihations ^ill 
henceforward be coofined to matters Wl)^ 
Tefoe£t the.UbertieiB qf , thp ^^Ui^^o^^hi^ 
public'w^iAfare. - , :.--;"' 



(' ^ ) 



^A 1 



;■■ >iiE5ENt:.><*) 20, 1-779. 

Mr. J.L-e, 

Mfc T. T ^d» 



.» ^ 







'^M 



i > 1 ' ■ 
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., , _ --^--. _- -^ . '-*' •"»*1 *«* •* 
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IVJr* .]F«-7l{l fiat^s t)le neceifity, at tfiis 
><<»^»,.9f «»l^ng ^^ the ^co^ot* Q^ pri- 

r^^/,m^cl]ieisjf£ex&i^\yed by tbe.A<J«i- 
^r,#W« .ia»4>7 Mini^rs, .relative to.^e 

.iWWpipfint of iP'OrvilJiera' ?lqjjv .as 
:,.>ai from tlje ^Or^. ittat cpui?try .gfln- 

.r4i5»3«» «^way8ji#xe for papierfi» as. fr^m 

■Xhfi certair»ty of t^, jljcjng rcfyf?dt, , 
,.,., Agreed JO. . . 

f 

CQL. B— — E propofes diat Mf . K^— ^1 
: '£l^ou1d be examihed ijb bis plajccJn the 
Houfe of Commons, as to tbe ftate of 
jthe £ngli(h and French fleets in the 
cdurfc of the laft Summer, in order that 
fome ground may be taken for a mat ion 
of ccnfure upon the Firfl: Lorff of the 
Admiralty, 



fcnt floodof -htspfepulaJitSy, a very ftrong 

REAP ft 1«t!k^lr^)te M*> IM^iii^iii-*,' 
and ^ (imiiar one from'hisj^ttgl&efithe^ 
'Lieutenant, propoUng^ 1jhat tfieT Adn?ii- *" 
^tals Montagu and 'Campbell, aM'^^iaiU 
the particular OapiiaiiMfy friends of itep- 
peU «tttj[Aed bytSieif fefpedive mafters, 
boatfwainSi mates, cooks» carpenters^ 
^ andf gun 6ers, ^flwiild -he (qmmonwi 4o the 
^ bars' oF * both Houfcs of • Parlia rheh ty • -in 
ordbr to pidve, that K^^~--^l wbtMJiJtte 
hah Yidbrious, if P*7-~r liad'4)eai?a|il{bt 
to obey hia (ignals; ind Mdnf.-D'OfVik.* 
liers^had waited another day 6f two! &»{:> 

him. " -Mn T--^ rv e L- it defitesiiitoirf 

undertake the Admirals and theGitptothsr.t 
«tnd the Lieutenant will *anfWer; for Ibeto 
reft of th« crews. - ^ ; : * - 

T.He pyivE Oi. R i/ r .D approves ;o<^ri 
the pr^poiiAiori; J^Mt de/ires that^he ^t'^ :> 
.ffh^AfCCxipi^rlhe abovetmeqiion^ k^^^ 
,iqBte8,ftp»id:bfeftrft -given ?it the H^-r^— e - 
b?^,L*^mcir^i^j«^iathat cafi? it wli afford^ 
afpiiwa wUef ^dtfce 'veterans. x>f: Green- t 
Wich Hofpit»l, ajjd Jie iBll4ak» carc/tah 
inn I " furnifh 







•■ oiir friends,' recjueftlrtg-. tHfeir- ah«tniaaoit 






ill ,li'\^-' :^i 



: Hikv« heard fo mucti 6f vi^ory and d^* 
feJiki'cyffi glials and orders, and inability 
to- oWy them/ OD the a 7th of July laft, 
thor I'iliall make no comment upon the 
btriSnefs t)f that day^ -but refer aiy Re ad er s . 
to^e voluminons and entertaining trials 
06 KqppeV and Pallifcr, and MonC D'Or- 
villiers' account of the battle^ lately pub- 
lifhed ; though it is probablet that, like 
friyfelfr they will ftill be ai a loft to form 
any d^ifive opini<;^ upon thcmarter. One 
things however, i»sgfeedit)y all {MittiSli 
vijLi that We fought thie Frtndi itt tflfe^^^ 
tl^t we fteered ^em themiafterwards>^ a:nd 
that nm expeded^ tb«y would ixmit for lis 
tlH»«e?Et siomiogi '.• J:i4vji'>i^. ^^^-^v 



( ss^ h 

A4fMfal8.lw4 veneral^ mjl^ #u; fop.fi- 
dence ; for, in tjbc firfl inftang^J^^re cap- 
not bditVing^rnliatrks of' It, tb&ir ift be- 

ihall be fupported. I^ thtfp^^tloDeaqi^' 
tl&= ^glTt^' nof tp..fliiew % ieal £»idKtr «oat»- 
t^f's^rticCt.it i$~ t&ear imt vtaaf^Hrt^^" 
lin^idflr Tel^(N9$biHt7; fifom ' did ap^iwiben- 
fioa .^i^UafiHJSj^od cenfure. 
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Mr. FJs, 



Aftetii^t 
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Mr. B-— g, 
}i^r. J. Life; 
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,Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. B— g 
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9£^9. 



J5r. B- by at the dddr, 

* 

Ptfihitd kaahimoujfys 

THAT, from the very large telfidriff of 
170, and the very fmall Majority of 204, 
raft Aighlt it Is'abToIiftdy ekp^ient tWk 
iketch 'of a ik^ 'AStm\^tii6m iSiduld 
be hntAd^iately 'fBFoiaa, id -^mit ^o be 
ready to enter into the fereral depart" 

; lAenVsottt'ySlthdtt'iafiU^^^^ 

Lfet letters Ke \writtett :to. ali our^. frieildst 
defmngrto'linoAf tbe ibrle <)1 ^dv.^x- 
peAations. . . 



^ w 



* ••-— 



Letevefy attention Be flietrn tei-i^— n, 

atfd lec'liU lJbr(ifHip ^ kflftrred/ tkatthe 

3 idea 



idea of a Drawcanfir was ill foundedf 
and ja. totally ablHerated. 

Wri te a civ il lettcir to Pr ke, lamenting 

tW he does not fiiccced to Moftya'» 
dragoqos. , 

——Send to B*— ^bpand offer him' ji feat 
among the Selcfl:> 

It is recommendedt that the moft cor- 



dia l exe rtion and »divity fliould be 
fliewn upoti the^prefent very prefling 
zj^d probiiltng occaOon. 

READ a Letter from F uc (in anfwer 

to our circular) defiring the harriers. 

Agreed to, and fend D-nb-gh^ Q^n- 
. ftantinople. s . 

!REAP a letter from Ab"— on, requeftjng 
• a lucrative OflBce with the Garter, i 

Let the Garter be given to him. 

r f 

JEHBAD a letter, from B— — n. With an ac- 
count of his condud from the Stern-poft 

« to the l^etent time^ and defiring to bib 
-ellfheif Admiral of the fleets or JFirft 
Lord of the Admiralty. 

.^ Afbx^ his Grace that he is eqyall|^ 
i9fieU qualified foi: either, but that as 

.■ ' B o\ 



L. . 



B-^-^ — ol and K -" 1} have both been 
long pvdmi&ai the-kt*rr'€foplqy;ll^v^t|^ it 

is hoped his vGrace wJU rtftterhip sbfiice 
pf the Char^nel. 



.1 • 



REa!1) a Idtrer'Yrom B — --^^u-, -defirlng 
thethiftle. ^- - v. 






RE^ a letter /rbm;.R th, definng 

the Embiafiy to Holland.- '^•-' •'.• 

Let him go, to Holland.' " , 

READ a Letter from E-^ — m, recaprttilat- 
ixlg his Services in refigning his Com- 
nlmiori in time of War, &c. and deJiriDg 
to be Governor to the Prince of Wales. 

'^ Write to his Lordfliip, obferving upon 

the propriety of the meafure ; but left it 

fhould be objeded to, the Command of 

''^^the Juftitia, arid the Keeperfhip of the 

Lions will be referVed for him.' 






READ a letter from C— ley, de- 

/^rlng to be Secretary of- State or Foil- 
*' 'liiafier- General. * •-'"• ^ ^ ?^"J - < . 

' ' Let his LotHflifp haVc tfie^'Boft; - 



». AA«»i» '.r^ 



Adjourned tb€> CtOfidasatiw o/ijhue^ 



G " laQ 
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I am almofl: aihamed to confisfs that, 
upon fuch a vaft increafe of the Minority, 
and the pofitive affu ranees I repeatedly 
hcard'that a total change of Adminiftra- 
tion mufl take place immediatedy, I was 
fanguine and weak enough to enter into 
an agreement for the fale of my hoivie, the 
difpofal of' my furniture, and a fmall 
fum of money for the good- will of my 
cuftomers. I wrote circular letters to all 
iny fruiterers and confedioners in Fraace, 
Spain, and Portugal, and I fent pofitive 
orders to thofe in and about London not to 
cowfign to me any more of their produce 
ibr the future, but to fend their accounts 
as fail; as pofTible, direded to me at the 
Treafury, 

-Alas ! I fhould never have overwhelmed 
myfelf with all thefe troubles and diflficul- 
ties, if I could have conceived for a mo- 
ment that Mrs. Grieve had fupplanted 
Betty 0*Neil. 

When I reflefl: upon the value which 
Ribbons bore in the laft Reign, I cannot 
help feeling fome concern at the mode in 
which they are difpofed of in the prefent. 

Would that Betty O^Neil were the 
Lady Yarmouth of the day ! &c. &c. &c. 
€cc.- 

.1 always 
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I always told E m that he was ca- 
pable of dangerous undertakings both by 
Sea and Land, 

Poor D-nb-gh ! It wotild be as well to 
hunt him to death as kill him with the 
plague at Conftantinople, for he would 
not be able to keep his nofe out of it for 
half an hour there. 



G 8 



4 
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PRESENT, March s, 1779. 

TLord S ^ — ^ne. 

Lord R ^^m. 

Committee of Mr. T. T- d. 

Scleft Meeting < Mr. F-x. 
enlarged, Mr. D g. 

I Col. B--^ — c: 

[Mr. j. L-e. 

Mr. B ke, 7 o. 1 

A/i o ( Stools. 

Mr. B — — g, i 

READ a letter, dated yefterday, from Sir 

P. J. C e and Mr. A r, ftating 

the merits of the Contractors Bill, and 
of the tendency it has to overturn the 
- -prcfcnt Adminiftration. 

Sir Philip fuggefts an Irifh Peerage 
and the Commiffary- General of Mufters. 

Let Sir Philip be informed he may 
have the Dignity, but that as the pre- 
fent Commiffary-general has not voted 
againft the Oppofttion upon Queftions 
in which the Miniftry have been puflied, 
it is propofed to make Sir Philip (who 
is a fportfman) Mafter of the Buck 
Hounds, 

Mr, Ar— -•R requefts a Chief- Jufticefliip. 
Agreed-r-To take place after the fuc- 

ceffions of Mr. D g, Mr. T. L-e, and 

Mr. 
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Mr. P m ; and in the mean time 

let Serjeant G — n have 9. penfion, and 
make A — r Recorder. 

READ a letter, dated to*day {in anfwer to 
our circular), from Mr. T. L— — 11, 
ftating his long fupport ana confequent 
pretenfions; andhisdetermination topro- 
fecute his NavalEnquiries. — That though 
the .Accufations he has brought of Em- 
bez?:lement of the Money voted for Na- 
val Services are not, from the nature of 
them, able to be* proved ; yet it is a noto- 
rious Fa6t that there is a joint account of 
Profits and Loffes between the Firft Lord 
of the Admiralty and the Treafurer df 
the Navy. Mr. L ■Ulikewife flates^ 
That, if conftapt and long Declamations 
iii'the-Houfe, and out of the Houfe, and 
if a total Difrefpedk and Inattention, 
which have hitherto been fliewn to 
them, with the additional Merit of,Per-r 
feverance^ can plead in, his favour, he 
:truft8 Mr. Ellis^s Place will be fet apart 
fotchim. 

Let Mr. T. L 11 be acquainted, 

that the OflSce he folicits has been long 
engaged; but that as it is probable he 
will foon quit Parliament, a Commif- 
fioner of the Navy fhall be at his fervice, 
with the Government of Calfhot- Caftle. 

READ 
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READ a letter from Sir W. M— th, 

profcffing his defire of Office, but de- 
clining a Staff employment. 

Acquaint Sir William that tKere are 
fo very few Places fit for Privy Coun- 
cillors, that it will require fome time to 
arrange any one to his fatisfidion, up- 
lefs he can forego the objections he had 
to a White Wand, 

READ a letter from Dr. W-lf-n at Bi^th, 
requefting to be Preceptor to the Princes. 

READ a letter from Dr. Pr~ftl-y, Ditto*— 
Ditto. 

t 

READ & letter from Dn Free, Ditto— 
Ditto. 

Inform the Dodors they fhall be re- 
commended accordingly ; but, that as 
• thdy cannot all be Preceptors at the fame 
time, let it be fuggefted to Pr—fll-y, that 
a Patent for Eleftrical Inftrumenta may 
be worth his attention, and . that Pr-»ce 
ihall be ConfefTor to the Houfehold, if he • 
chufes it. 

READ a letter from Mrs. Gr-h-m (late 
Mrs. Ma— ul*y), deliring to be Governefs 
of the Royal Nurfery, and Profeflbr of 
Hiflory at oae of the Univerfuies. 

Acquaint 
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Acquaint her, that the firft fhall be 
doae, and the latter thought of upoa a 
vacancy. 

Adjourn the Confideration of the Re'- 
mainder of the Lett€rs tiU this 
Afternoon. 



Upon the cavalier treatment which my 
friend little Temple met with, I advifed 
him to fecede from Parliament, and retire 
to his caftle in the country ; but a love of 
Eloquence and Politics prevailed, and iny 
advice was difregarded. — As to Sir Wil- 
liam M th, he has been always at- 
tached to me^ and there cannot be a ftrongsr 
proof of Conftancy . 



t^mtK 
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PRESENT, MarcJb5> 1779.P.M. 



• Committee. 
Sele<a , 
Meeting. 



Mr. F-x. 
Mr. J. L — e. 
" Col. B— e. 
Mr. T. T— 



•d. 



Mr. B— ke, 



ri 



Stools. 



Mr.B— g, 

READ letters from feveral members of thc^ 

Houfe of Commons, viz. 
From Gen. A'C- 1, defiring the com* 

mand of the army in North America. 
Mr. B-k-r, a large fliare of all 



the Contrads. 

— Mr. Aid. Bull, requefting the Parks. 

— Lord G. C fh, defiring the com- 



mand at Quebec, 

Mr. John C— per, to be Mafter of the 



Robes. 

— Sir Alexander L h, requefting 

ditto. 

Sir Robert CI — ton, defiring to be 



Speaker. 

Mr. Sc-w-n, entreating to be Mafter 



of the Removing Wardrobe. 

— Lord Ve — ^y , — — to be Mafter of 



the Standing Wardrobe. 

Mr. Pl-m-r, — to be Secretary to 
the Latin language, or Hiftoriographer. 
I From 
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From Mr. M — ger, defirhag to he Vice-* 

chamberlain to the Queen. 
■ Sir George Y-nge, to be Chairman 

of the Committer of Privileges ^Lnd Eke- 

tione. 

Mr. David H-rtl-y, requefting to be 



Chief Fire-maftcr at Woolwich. 

Mr. S-It, ' """ to have a contra^ for 



am 



beef->^"*~four'Crout ■ and pepper. 

Mr. S-wbr-dge, -to be lieute- 

nant of the Tower, or the Government 
of Chelfea College. 

Mr. Fttzp k, to be TaWe- 

decker to the Maids of Honour and the 
Bed-chamber Women. 

Sir J — ph M-^bey, defiring to be 



Poet Laureat. 

Mr. Charles T-rn-r, ' ■ ■ ■ to have a 
White-wand or a Red*ribbon. 

Sir W. W. W— n, to be Ma- 
iler of her Majefty's Band> and .to have 
the diploma of a Dodor of Mufic. 

Mr. H-ff-y, to be Chairman 

of the Committee of Ways and Meaq89 
or he is ready to undertake the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. 

Lord Gr- — • ■ ■ defiring to be 

Secretary to the Lunatics^ or Gentlemen 
of the Silver Scullery. 

Mr. Thomas W - ■ le» to he 

Decypherer of Letters, 

H From 
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From Lord N* n» — — the Remit-* 

tance Contra^: to North America. 

— Sir E. D g (from an idea that a 

Baronet is as good a man as a I^night of 
the Bath) defires the Embafly to Hol- 
land. 

Lieutenant J. L 11, ■ the 



Newfoundland Station. 

Mr. P-lh-11, ■ to be Purveyor 



of Muftard and Vinegar. 

Mr. P — s, a Bath or a Baro« 

netage. 

Mr. Roe, defiring to be Prefident of 



the Br itilh Herring Fifhery. 

R E A P a letter from Dr. Br-ckUfby, de- 
clining to be Phyfician to the Houfehold, 
but requefting to be Clerk of the Delivc^ 
ries, and Writer of the Gazette. 

Write to the Doddr, requefting he 
would chufe the latter office, as Mr. 

S y, the Delivery Clerk, has not of 

late oppofed Oppofitibn. — If the Dddlor 
fhould prefer a White Wand, one will 
be referved for him. 

WRITE to the feveral Lords and Gen- 
tlemen before mentioned, afluring them 
that the ftri£left attention will bepaid to 
their refpe<5live folicitations. 

Adjourned 'till to-morrcnv* 



1 
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When I obferve how applicable the of- 
fices are to the abilities of thofe who apply 
for them^ I am told that the people who 
are aSiually in power, are as much tor- 
mented with as fingular applications : but 
if thofe are to be Poets who cannot write, 
Hiftorians who cannot read. Mailers of 
Wardrobes who have not any themfelves, 
and Ambaflfadors who cannot fpeak their na- 
tive language, <^c. ^c. ^c. party is then 
the mafler of ceremonies to dignity and 
honor, and the extinguiflier of chara&er 
and common fenfe. 

— I will certainly eat a melon with Sir 
Edward D-r-ng in Holland. 



H 2 
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PRE SEKT, MarcB 6, 1 779. 

• lljopd R — -m. 

I D. c»f R-u-^d. 
Seka Meeting j Mr. C. F— *. 

,«dl»rgcd. |*fe-.T. T ^. 

Co!. B — ^. 

Mr.D ' "g . 
Mt.j.h — e. 

. Mr. B— g ] ^*°^^V 

t€)'Rt> S-^— ^feihtroauces alLetter frbm 
Dr. Pr— ftl-y, in refpe^t to ^tfee AppKca- 

^ tlon fdi- thfe Relief oF the Difletiters. 

*Mr. F — X obfervmg» that it -i's iibt abfo- 
lutely neceflary to enter into matters of 
Religious Controverfy, when they do 
not turn immediately to political Pur-» 
pofes ; 

^— - Foftpon^ 

The Committee taking into confidera- 
tion the feveral claims of their refpedive 
Friends, a:nd being perfedly defirous of 
accommodating them all as faft as poffible ; 
with fome degree pf attention to men of 
meritj rank> and character, who now 

hold. 
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hold employments in his Majcfty's ijovern- 
ment, or who ftill continue d^fircJttB of 
fupporting it, are pleafed' to dired, that a 
negociation be opened with Sir Ralph 
P-y-e, 'delicately fuggefting to him the 
neciffity of -arrang-ftfi^rit^ upon a change 
of Adminiftration, * a^ that Jt ^oiild, 
therefore, be very addond ant 2W(t acccpta^ 
ble, 4f hfe twuld a4iti<>kate <he intentions 
of Kifr MAJe%'s l^riiftet^/fey I'^qthcftlng 
to t^fign his pfece^ of <Mtk of the 
Board of Grecn-Gidth^ tlpoa feci tij^ ap- 
pointed Embelliflier of Isttk*^ ib the 
^ifl«r». Princes^ . • ^ , •. . . . _ ...:, 







THAT an offtr .hf 4?iade- to-^}/lr^ Aone 

P,-;— 1-t^ of the .^pppiptment pf Minifter 
to the Swifs Cantons. ,\.. . 

Tfi'ftf']VJr.B.''0-^^6 he -p6i^gipiorflJ 
defiredtb fefign his Seat at';ftj6 .feoard 
of Trade, upon fucceedihg; l^rT'f'eget- 

. aieyer as firft MjiAefr <joofc, di- -aerlc 
of the Kitchen, a^ to bold, irt the,Ame 
time, the Office of Qerk of the Vtatfoa 
"Warrants. 

THATT it be reeonnnended to, Mf, H. 
, M»r4-4, to-acccpt^f -the PJaw^ Gtobm 

ol 





of the Stole, upon his relinquifliing thQ 
Stannaries. 

Mr. F-x propofes Mr. S — r-r to be Mafter 
of ihe Ceremonies, in the room of Sir 
Charles Cott^rel Dormer Knight, who 
may hfive a ptenfiQp. 

Mr. H-^re to be Apothecary to the Hpufe- 
hold^ ^ii the room of Herman Augufte 
Brandei and to be allowed a Deputy to 
make up ni^dicinesj and Mrs. Grieye to 
be Houfekeeper at the Treafury. 
Agreed tp, .. . 

Mr. B ke propofes his Coufin William 

B ke to be Ambaffador to the Great 

Mogul, notwithftanding the Mahrattoes 
are ;n poffefEon of him. 

Agreed to, and write to Poonah ac«> 
cordingly. 

Mr. 6-ng rc;que(ls the place of Laundrefs 
of the Body Linen for a Friend. 
Agreed to. 

W R I T E to the Duke of An^er, offfer- 
io^ him the; place of Mafter of the 
. Revels* ^^ 

LET Lifts be prepared of the King's 

Purrjeyors and Bruihers, 
; Gestlem^en of the Pantry and Neccflary, 
> The Wine Cellar and Ewry, 

Cooks and Fan Keepers, 

Super- 
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Supervifors and Sempftreffesi 

Uihers and Clerks Martial, 

Confuls of Elfineur and Cagliari> 

Salonica and Zante, 

Algiers and Tripoli, 

Aleppo and Patrafs, 
And of other OiBcers of a fimilar nature, 
in order that they be fet apart for the 
accommodation of our friends. 

L ET Captain B-llie be affured of the Go- 
vernment of Greenwich Hofpital. 

W R I T E to L-— n, to acquaint him, that 
he cannot be Secretary of State ; but th^t 
he may have the Beef Eaters or the Pen- 

fioners, in cafe Edg be will take the 

Mediterranean. 

WR IT E to CI on to afiurehim he fliall 

remain, and thank him for the late edi- 
tion of Hyde's Works. 

Adjourned. 



Here I cannot refrain from remarking 
upon the injuftice fhewn to me— When 
Mr. F-x propofed Mrs. Grieve for the 
Treafury, I might have been thought of 
for the Body Linen. But I am determined 
to be revenged, and will therefore no lon- 
ger expatiate ujpon difappointments ; be* 
3 caufe 
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caufe they cfwi coaj^ibutp ^{«y littlf to my 
readers amufenientor information. 
' I was not in the leAijk furprifed at the re;- 
quefts of moft of the perfMis before enumerat- 
ed, though I difliked that part of the minutes 
which opens a window to coalition j but why 
the Opppfitioa ibould think of fending Nan 
F--^lett^to th« Swifs Ganjtoi)^, 1 9m at a Iof$ 
to conceive; 9A I prefiime his escc^Uency 
Mr. Wm. N-rt-n is a man, it feems fome- 
thing extraordinary to fend a woman there 
to do his bufinefs. 

Whea Bamber gets the command of the 
kitchen, I truftwefhall fee former days re- 
turn again. 



I ■< 
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f R E S E N J, Marc& 7th, 1779. 

ri). ofR d. 

Lord S ne. 

Seled Lord.R : -m. 

~ Meeting -( iVfr. T. T d. 

enlarged. Mr. F-x. 

Mr. D g. 

[Mr. J. L-e. 

Mr. B — ^ke ? c. , 
Mr.B -g 5 Stools. 

The Duke of R d fuggefts the necef- 

fity of an immediate plan of a new Ad- 
miniftration ; and, at the fame time, ©b- 

ferves, that though Lord R ham 

marked his difintereftednefs, when he 
w^s Firft Lord of the Treafury, by de- 
clining to receive the emoluments of his 
office; and that the Duke would very 
readily be the firft man to fupport fo 
laudable a principle, it would be dan- 

• gerous to adopt and recommend the pre- 
cedent, after fo long a period of op- 
pofition. 

^'■^, ^ ^^^ ^" ^^P^y ^gs '«ave to 

adhere to hia former principle, and, 
rather than fet what his Grace of R-ch- 
TO-nd conceives to be an example which 
owght be attended with inconveniences, 

* defires 
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dafi«8 tO' decline every kind of bSitc 
whatever.. 

Refolved^ 
THAT the thanks and the approbation of 
the Seleft be forthwith conveyed to Lord 
R m for his very noble and ac- 
commodating condudt upon this occa- 
lion. 

The Diikc of R -d trufts that 

no Lord or Gentleman is fo particu- 
larly attached to former opinions 
upon great political queftions, or to a 
preference of one ofEce to another, as 
to make either an eflential reafon for 
breaking up a general fyftem, which 
feems now to be eftablifhed, and advanc- 
ing fpeedily to form, upon a great line of 
conduit and connexion, a New Govern- 
ment for Great Britain. 

Lord S ne confeffes that, as one 

looking forward, and in expectation .of a 
long continuapce in office, it will be dif- 
ficult for him to juftify, or to anfwer for 
his condu<3: to the prefent Prince of 
Wales, when upon the Throne of Eng- 
land, if he were now to confent to the 
Independency of America ; and efpeci- 
ally after the very ftrong declarations he 
has made upon that important queftion* 

c Mr. 



.* 
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Mr, D-- — g defirea that no impcdiBaent to' 
a general good underftanding may arife 
ypon the fubje£t of American Indepen- 
dence ; as he thinks, with the affiftance 

. cf his friqad Mr. L-e, that he fliall be 
able to draw out a plan which will give 
to the Americans complete Independence, 
in every Senfe of the JVord^ without 
making ufe of it. 

Let abufinefs of fo much nicety engrofs 

the whole of Mr. D g and Mr. 

L-e's attention. 

Mr. T, T d and Mr. B ^ke beg to 

obferve, that though they formerly had 
reafons to think that a fubftantial Ad- 
miniftration could only be compofed by 
a compaa body of men, confident in, 
and attached to each other from long ac- 
quaintance, habits of friendfhip and af- 
fection ; yet, as Mr. F-x has ftarted and 
maintained, that pradticability is one of 
the firft of political virtues, and as Lord 

S — ne and his friends feem, in fome 

meafure, to adopt that idea, it would be 
refifting the welfare of the country for 
any fet of men not to avail themfelves of 
the additional afliftance which great 
talents are always capable of render- 
ing it* 

I 8 Aftipr 
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After much crmyflrfation between Mr. T» 
T " '■ ■ ■ ■'d and. Mr. F-*-x, refpedlmg 
th« probable vulue of the Pay- Office,- 
and the very eflential fervioe that the 
retention of Mr. Rigby might be.pf to a 
new Adminiftration, if it were poffiWe 
10 find out any other enaployraent that 
would , be agreeable to him, Mr. T. 

T d ftates his. pretenfions to be 

Paymafter General. — That nothing but 
the ivarm afFedion which he bore to the 
late Mr. Cooke, could have made hini. 
confent to be put to bed with him ; and 
that having, upon the death of his bed- 
fellow, relinquifhed the half becaufe he 
couid not obtain the whole; ,Mr, 
T — >— — d trufts, that thefe circumftan- 
ces, long ferviccs, and proportionate ex-' 
pedations, entitle him to the complete 
eafe and profits of the employment. . 

Mr. F^ — ^X, at the fame time that he pro^ 

fefles he cannot admit Mr. T d*s 

claims and fervices, to the extent in 
which he feems to confider them; 
does not mean to take any material 
merit to himfelf, from the credit which 
feme people have given him, of being 
the moft formidable Adverfary of Go-p 
vernment ; and defires, therefore, to 
relinquifli all pretenfions to the Pay 
OfRce J though he muft beg to obferve, 

that 
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that he would no more have folicited fhc 
place of Teller if his Father were now 
rij^mafter, than Mr. T — ' ■ ■ d ought 
to defirc to be Paymafter when his Fa- 
* ther is a Teller*. 

COL. B- — E requefts td put an end to 

arguments which cannot end in political 

Jhtisfaffionj and preifes that fome plan 

of Miniftry may be fketched out, at lead 

for confideration. 

A Plan of an Adminiftration is then pro- 
duced. 

Firft Lord of the Treafury,— — Lord 
S ■ ■ ne. 

Mr. F— X. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 

Lord J. C- (h. 



Lords of the Trea- 
fury. 



Mr. James G le. 

Sir C. B ry. 

Mr. B ke. J 

Firft Lord of the Admiralty.— K--— 1 

or B dl. 

Duke of R d Secretary of 

State Southern Department. 
Duke of G n. To be offered 

Northern Department. 

Firft Lord of Trade Lord R— -n 

Chancellor— — Mr. D ^gt 

Lord 
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Lord *_ Prefident — -To be offered * to 

Lord G n. 

Lord-Privy Seal — • — To be offered to the 

Duke of M^-^ er. 

Lord Chamberlain— — Duke of P — — d. 
Mailer of the Horfe-^^ — Dnke of 

D --re. 

Lord Steward To be oflfered to Lord 

B- ^^gh. 

Chamberlain to the Queen — —Lord 

F- m. 

Mailer of the Horfe to the Qjjeen — — r 

* Lord J y. 

Mafler of the Ordnance ^General 

C y. ^ 

Commander in Chie f General K-— K 

Pay mailer General— Mr. T. T* -d. 

Secretary at War Colonel B--— e, 

t7» rr* r r f Sir G. S le^ 
Vice-Trealurers of \ jyr q , 

Ireland. \^i^ 1]. 

Treafurer of the Navy To be oflFered 

to Lord H — e. 
Commander in Chief in Ireland ^To 

be offered to Sir William H — e. 
Lord Ta le, Mailer of the 

Tennis Court. 
Mr. B — g^ To have a Reverfion of a 

^dler^s Place. 
Attorney General Mr. J. L — e, . 

Solicitor General — — Mn P— — m. 

The 
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The feats at the Boards, and other fub- 
ordinate Offices to reniaia for diftri- 
bution as applications are made for them* 

The plan in general approved, but 
howeTer, to be fubjedt to alteration with 
. the General. Conferit of the Seled. 

Let the Lords and Gentlemen, who are con- 
cerned in the foregoing Plan, have the 
proper and regular fuggeftions made to 
them — with every refpedJ: to their dif- 
intereftednefs and attachment to their 
Country. 

Ordered^ 
THAT all our Friends be particularly 
requefted to attend the Third reading 
of the Contradors Bill, which is as 
effcntially neceflary to carry at this time, 
as it will be to repeal, when we be- 
gin to feel the bad efFeds of it. And, 
let our Friends ht earneftly defired, to 
give a clofe Attention to the Motions 
which they have already had notice will 
be immediately made, refpediog Ships, 
Court-Mariials, and the Coad6£t of the 
Admiralty. 

LET fupport be immediately given to the 
H — es, in order to detach them entirely 
from the Miniftry, and to prove, by the 
Evidence which they will call. in De- 
fence 
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fence of their Management of the War 
in America, the impoffibility of con- 
quering it. 

Adjourned. 



I cannot expeiSt any harmony in a con- 
cert, when the prlocipal Inftruments have 
always been out of tune. It is impoffible 
to fuppofe, that even Intereft gan for any 
length of time facrifice to Difcord ; and 
therefore, the experience I have had of 
the principal Performers who are now to 
lead the political Band, affords but little 
hopes that they can long remain united 
logethen 

If the Duke of G n, who before left 

I^ord R- ■ m and the Duke of 

R d ; If Lord C-- — ►n, who 

renounced the Duke of G -n ; If 

Lord S-- ae, who quitted Jhis con- 

xiedion with Lord R ■ . .m: ■ ■ If 
they can reconcile all their principles^ 
and forget the coodudt each CKhibited 
towards the other, I am happy, that 
my Country is arrived at a period, when 
conciliation of oppofite charadters and 
diodrines prognofticates our approach to 
the Golden Age. 
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PRESENT, March di 1^79. 

t>. of R— ^^ A. 

Mr, F-x. 

CotHmittee of • » * * ^ rp' ^ , 

8elea: Meeting; • j^^ ^ ^ 

Mr. J. L-e* 
.Gen. C— — y. 

READ a letter from Sir Jofeph M^-^^— y, 
Complaining that he was not fupported 
in his motioa to incapacitate Lord George 
Germaine from fitting in parliament. 

Write to Sir Jofepht afTuring htm that 
he fhall be fupported for the future ; 
and apprife him that his Majefty's 
birth-day approaches, in order that 
the proper Ode may be prepared. 

GENERAL C ^Y defires to obferve, 

that after having maturely weighed the 
confiftency and the propriety of the plan 
of a new Admitiifdration, it is his opi-- 
nion, that there is a neceffity of recon- 
ciling fome of thofe Lords and Gentle- 
men, who now poflefs great and lucrative 
Offices, to the principles of the fyftem 
which the Seleifl; have in general adopt- 
ed: That as he has been open to all 
parties^ and influenced by none^ he hopes 

K he 



mm 



{ 66 ) 

be (hall not be thought inconfiftent, if 
he endeavours to promote a general re- 
conciliation, and bring about, if poffible, 
a plan of cqalitipn. 

Mr. F— X agrees wi^U the Geoeiil in 



the policy of his principles upon this oc- 
cafion; but concludesi that every body, 
excepting the General, will be of opi- 
nion with him, as to the impoffibility of 
carrying th?n;i into execution^ 



I had fome doubts as to the poetical ge^ 
nius of Sir Jofeph M--t — y, and of his 
ability to fill the office now. enjoyed by my 
friend Whitehead, with any degree of credit 
to himfelf or to the mufcs, until I heard 
that Sir Jofeph, long fince, had invoked 
them all in the Vale of Tunbridg? j and 
that they had obeyed his invocation. 

Happy Sir Jofeph ! to be equally diftinr 
guilhed, whether it is by thy Poetry or Plea- 
fantry^ Mechanifm of Mills, Architecture 
pt EloQuencp ! 



TT 
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PRESENT, March q, 1779. 

pD. of R d, 

Mr.F-x. 
Committee of I Mr. D 
SeleaMeeting.iCol. 




Mr. B— ke, 1 c, 1 
Mr.B~g/t^^^^l^- 

Mr. B--g communicates to. the Committee 
that the majority laft night increafed to 
846. 

READ letters from feveral Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, defiring to withdraw their 
late applications, and not to be con(i«* 
dered as pledged any longer. 

READ a letter, dated to-day, from Mr. 

T. L 11, propofing a feceffion, and 

a general appeal to the people — in Moor- 
fields. 

Adjourned Jine die. 



Blcft feeds of difcord ! fown by Heaven's own band. 
To guard the freedom of its favVite land ; 
Long may they grow ! fince *tis thefe patriots* fate. 
By difcord only to preferve the ftate. 

FINIS. 
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A P V e H T I S E M E N t, 

THE prrfent fituation of Public AJafUHl 
calls forcibly upoti every good Subjeft^ 
lo exert him&)f in the Pobfie Service. Everyr 
in^vkhia} poflbflcs a power, wbki^ can md aii4 
fupport his country. He cati^ dt^w his fword Vik 
Iter defence, contribute to her refources, cMr 
combat with argument^ and expofe to juft iti« 
dignation, thofe, who haVe pi'oved themfelres 
her internal^ Ind confequently, her unnatural 
enemies. 

The Author of the following tiTay haft Idng 
entertained an opinion^ that the mod for- 
midable foes of Great Britain were nurfed in 
her own bofoto : Thefe, under the maique of 
Fatriotifm, fomented Rebellion in her Colonies i 
and by expofing her pretended weaknefs^ cre- 
ated a combination of powerful States, not only 
againfl: her rnterefl, but her very exiftence^ as 
a great and ilidependeht Kingdom* 

In the emergency, which is the refult of that 

combination, two objcds fccm neceflary to the 

8 Public 
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Public Safety. Thcfc arc, the knowledge df 
our friends frcrm our tnetnles; and tifat fj^irited 
exertion, which alone can extricate us, from oui^ 
prefent (ituation. If the fafts advanced, and 
cncouragethents exhibited^ in the f^llpwipg ^f* 
iky, &all contribute to throw light> on the onei^ 
cr to add vigour tc^ the otheri th? Writer haa 
attained his purpofe. 
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IN erery age, Md almoft in every countiy, 
the ambition, which is inherent in human na« 
ture, has prompted individuals to alpire to dif- 
tinAion and pre-eminence, among their fellow* 
citizens. The means, uied to obtain thofe ob* 
jefls, are various; as to render them fuccefs* 
ful, they muft be accommodated to the fpirit 
of the Government, under which they arc ap- 
plied. In deipotic monarchies, the favour of 
the Prince, who is the fountain of all prefer- 
ment, is generally procured by intrigue or ad- 
drefs. In republics, influence and authority 
are acquired, by gaining the confidence, or by 
fcducing the principles of the People 5 and, in 
mixed governments, like that of Great Britain, 

B the 
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the nearefl: road to power lies between thofe ivf0 
extremes^ 

The Rcvolat'fon, ^hich happened about 
ninety years ago, though it made but few 
changes in the forms of authority, cftablifhed a 
balance of influence, between the Crown and the 
People. The firft retained the cffcnce, but loft 
much of the terror of power. The reprefenta- 
tives of the latter having a great deal to beftow, 
as a body» thought themfelves, as individuals^ 
entitled to a (hare in a government, which they 
fupported. A mutual dependence was created, 
by the poffeffion of the means of conferring mu- 
tual favours, A Prince, who flood in need of 
fuppHes,'^ Was'dircded, by common prudence, 
where to chufe his fervants. But as candidates 
were more numerous than offices, the difap- 
pointed never failed to perfecute the fuccefsful 5 
till, by watching faults, errors, or misfortunes, 
tltcy obtained their point, and they themfelves 
became^ in their turn, the objefts of attack. 

As a degree of the public confidence was ne- 
ceffary to di reft the Sovereign in his choice of 
Icrvarits, men who wiftied to be employed, took 
care to fupport, in their public appearances, 
the principles and perhaps the prejudices of 
the people. An habitual jealoiify of the power 

of 
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of the Crown, kept open the cars of the public 
to every alarm. Scarce any meafure of Govern- 
ment could be fo free from error, as not to be 
vulnerable on fome popular ground. Every,; 
Oppofuion feized this obvious advantage, and 
aflumed or obtained the title of " the popular 
party." No jdi|lin6lion was made, in this' 
refped, between Whig and Tory. Each party, 
when out of place, adopted the fame principles •, 
and thus bothi were alternately dignified with 
the once honour^bl^fl^m? of Patriots* 

« « 

The prefent reign began, with advantages, 
calculated to put an end to fooliih diftindions, 
which ought to haye expired, with the preju- 
dices, pn wljich they hfid been founded. A 
young. prince had fucceeded to the throne, who 
difdained to govern his people through the me- 
dium of a fadtion. The door of preferment 
was laid open to all his fubjefts -, but though' 
this liberal conduft might have pleafed the un- 
prejudiced, it was incapable pf extinguifhing 
party among the interefted. Thefe, though of 
different prjncipleis and charafters, by impofing 
on the weak an^f credulous, fornted new faftions, 
on the fhadows of departed political tenets. How- 
ever heterogeneous before, the heat of refentment, 

and rage pf difappointment, as it were, gradually 
melted them into one mafs ; and they revived in 

B 2 themfelves 
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thcmfervcs (he ijame, though li«Jc of ^h? pria^ 
ciplcs of Whigs, 

The vehemence of the prefent Oppofiitioi^ 
ftems to have carried them %o extrernities. 
which fupcrfcde all former dcfcriptions of party,* 
and which cannot fail to defeat their views. In 
former times, the candidates for public favour 
thought it prudent to adhere, in their exhibit 
tlons, to public principles. But in our times, 
an eagernefs to thwart the meafures of Govern- 
ment has expelled all regard for £he opinions of 
the people. The dignity and honour of the 
nation were formerly the favourite themes of Op- 
poiBtions; melancholy, meannefs, and defpair, 
now fill the whole circle of patriotic oratory. 
With a want of prudence, as well as of decency, 
they tie up the hands of their country in the 
hour of danger. They not only juftify rebel- 
lion, againft her authority, but indirefUy pro- 
mote a foreign war againll her very exiftcnce. 
By magnifying the power of her opponents, 
they endeavour to deprcfs her fpirits; by ex- 
pofing her real or pretended weaknefs, they 
wi(h to infpire her enemie^i with a confidence of 
fucceft. 

Thcfe ftrange pofitions, and many more of 
the fame kind, might be eftablifhed, on incon- 
teftible authorities, by a plain narrative of the 

conduft 
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ponduft of Oppofition, fince the commencement 
of the prcfent parliament. But, the purfu-^ 
ing them through fuch a variety of matter, 
^nd fuch a length of time, would be a tafl^ 
of great labour, and little entertainment. We 
fliall, therefore, confine ourfelves to the mod 
ftriking features of the laft feffion. In the 
fpaceoffeven months, they have contrived to 
croud together mod of the abfurdities of feven 
years ; and, though the ftudied brevity of this 
difquifition muft neceffarily exclude many cir- 
cumftances, enough, we truft, will appear to 
fliew the principles, defigns, and views of fo 
ftrangc a confederacy. 

On the 26th of November, 1778, the fifth 
icfllon of the prcfent parliament was, opened, 
with a fpeech from the throne. A Complaint 
of the perfidy of France, in commencing hofti- 
Jities, and the obftinacy of America, in refufing 
terms, together with a requeft of fupport, were 
the chief heads of the fpeech. It exprefled, at 
the fame time, a regret ^* that the efforts of 
** his Majcfty had not been attended with all 
f* the fucccfs which the juftice of fhc caufe, and 
•* the, vigour of exertions, feemed to promife.** 
Unanimity was, in the ufual form, recomriaend- 
ed i and furely no period in hiftoiy more required 
?he unanimous exertion of the whole nation* 

Oppofition 
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Oppofition have denominated themfelvci^ 
*^ an adlive Oppofitibn j'* and if zeal in thwart- 
ing, affiduity in obftrucfting, and fuccefs in de- 
feating public meafures, nrjcrk a defignation^ 
which implies a kind of applaufe, they are 
certainly entitled to that name. The una^- 
nimity and concert, which their Sovereign 
requefted, for the fupport of the int£frefts 
and honour of the nation, exilt only among; 
them, for the ruin of the one, and the tarnifla-' 
ing of the other, A fhort detail of the prin- 
ciples, which they advanced in the firft exhibi- 
tions of the feafon, will eftablilh the truth of this 
obfervation. The orators in the Lower Houfe 
mixed refleftions on the pad, with prophecies of 
future difafters. The firft we Ihall fubmJt to 
the judgment of the Reader ; feveral of the latte^;' 
have been already refuted by time, 

Oppofition opened the political campaign,, 
with aflertions, which had been often refuted ^ 
and with prediftions of national difafters, which 
their own conduft feemed, uniformly, calculate4 
to realize. As the public misfortunes may be 
deduced, from the rebellion in America, they 
aiTerted, contrary to faft, that hoftilities had 
been firft commenced by Government- They 
recurred to their ufual prophecies, relative to 
foreign wars; and they even went fo far as to arm 
Holland, our ancient ally, againft this devoted 

kingdom. 
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kingdom (a). To fow difcontents, among the 
militia, they alleged, that the officers had been 
fcandalouQy neglcfted (^). To excite mutiny in 
the army and navy, they aflertcd that Govern- 
menthad employed no commanderof an army, no 
admiral of a fleet, whom they had not difgraced, 
or with whom they had not quarrelled (c). 
With a contradiftion in terms, which neither 
folly nor rage itfelf could juftify, they averred 
that Miniftry had fucceeded in no injiance ; yet 
that fortune had been favourable in every m- 
ftancey during the whole campaign (i). They 
owned, that unanimity was abfolutely necefTary 
for the fafety of their country ; yet, with pe- 
culiar bonejly^ avowed *' that they would clog 
*' the wheels of Government, when it ought to 
" be affifted by every man (e)J* 

Though the clogging the wheels of Govern- 
ment ait home, and their encouraging the fedi- 
tious abroad, had been the obvious caufe of the 
rife and progrefs of the American war, they 
traced the caufe of that war to the pretended ty- 
ranny of Great-Britain (f). Though America had 
continued an atrocious rebellion tor many years, 

(«) Mr. T. T d's Speech, Nov. 26th, 1778. 

(&) Speech of T.T d, Nov. 26, 1778. 

(c) Speech of C. P-x, Nov. 26, 1778. Speech of 
C IB e. 

(d) Ibid. (0 Ibid. (fj Ibid. 

againd 
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againft her parent and bcnefaftrefs ; yet they 
affirnfied, that af war againft America ** \$ 
" againft our own country.** Though the 
Americans have been declared rehls^ by all the? 
folemnity of law, by all the forms of the con- 
ftitution, " they are ftill our fcUow-fubjefls, 
*• and every blow we ftrike is againft our- 
" fdves {h)." Though they have broke capitu- 
lations (i)i difregarded flags of truce (y&), violated 
conventions, trampled on every principle of war, 
that governs civilized nations (/) ; •* yet as their 
*' waf is a war of pafllon (/»),'* we ought *' to with- 
" draw our forces entirely from their coaft («).** 
Though ** offenfive war 13 pointed out as pro- 
•' per for this country (o)^* waf ought not 
<« to be offenfive with refpeft to America." 
"With unexampled abfurdity, they alleged, 
that rebels in arms had a better right to " a 
" relaxation of hoftilities," than foreign cne-. 
mies, whom the alliance of thofe rebels had 
excited againft their country. With a perver* 
fion of terms, unknown, in any other times^ 
they aflerted^ that men, whofe hands are daily 
ftained with the blood of their countrymen, 

{h) Speech of C. F-x, Nov. 26, 1778. Speech, of 

C IB e. 

(/) Governor J— ft— ne's Speech, Nov. 26, 1778. 

(if) Admiral Gambler's Letter to Congrefs. 

(/) Speech of Governor J — ft— ne. 

(m) Speech ofMr. F-x, Nov. 26, 1778. 

(«) Ibid. {0) Ibid. 

6 ought 
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ibUght to be treated not as entmies, but aS 
|)eaccable fellow-fubjeds and friends (^)i 

In the Upper Affcnibly the zeal of Patriotifm, 
as fprihging from higher ground, rofe to a 
greater height. Nbt content to amend the Ad- 
drefs to the Throne; it was infifted, that no 
Addrefs at all (hould be made (p). It was af- 
ferted, that our armies were either mouldered 
away, by death, defertion, and ficknefs^ or re- 
duced by lofs in battle (y). That our com- 
merce was totally loft, our public credit draW^ 
ing to annihilation, our fleet on the verge of 
abfolute ruin (f-). That nothing could favc the 
empire, but withdrawing our troops from 
America, acknowledging her independence, 
and imploring her forgivencfs (j). That it 
"Would be even imprudent, if not impoffible, 
to perfift in a war againft France (/). That 
Spain would aid France ; that Holland, as a 
commercial ftate^ would treat with America; 
that the whole world would join againft us; 
that we were without men, without money, 
without an ally; that nothing, in fliort, could 

(o) Speeches of all the Oppolition. 

ffj L— d B I's Speech J Nov. 26, 1778, 

{q) L—d C y's Speech, Nov. 26. 

(r) L~d B Vs Speech. 

(j) Vide Oppoiition Speeches, fajjimn 
(/) B— p of P--rb— gh's Speech. 

C faV€ 
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fave the (late, but an imrncdiate difmiffion of all 
his Majcfl-y's prefertt fcrvantSj.and the placing 
the reins of Government, in the hands of Op- 
pofition («). 

- Affertions, which carried along with' thentlf. 
their own rcfucaHon, were not likely to make 
converts within, nor profelytes without doors. 
But what the party could not effeft by fafts 
and arguments, they endeavoured to accom- 
ph(h, by addrefs and intrigue. Mifmariage- 
ments, and a confcquent want of fuccefs, 
on every fide of the war, had convinced the 
nation, that there was an error in planning, at 
home, or a dcfedt in the execution abroad.- 
Generals and Admirals had returned, from 
their different commands, not only without 
laurels, but fome of them covered with difgrace 
or misfortune. The coldnefs, with which they 
had been received, by their country, had raifed 
their refentment, as it hurt their pride. As Go- 
vernnpyent brought forward no accufation againft* 
them, the prefumption was, that they thcm- 
fclves were partly to blame. As men of little 
prudence and confiderable names, are the fitteft 
tools for the hands of party, Oppoficion took 
care to fccure engines, which they hoped to 
play off with advantage, on the enemy. 

(a) Speeches />a0/ff, Nov. 26, 1778. 

G 1 
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G 1 B ne, though a maa of l])irit, 

candu<5ted himfelf, as if political prudence form- 
ed no part of his character. His enemies re- 
marked, that he came from America, where he 
had loft an army, with as much confidence^ as 
Terentius Varro returned to Rome, from the fa- 
tal fields of Cannae. Men, in general, have 
lefs blamed his conduft abroad, than his beha- 
viour at home,. • His accepting a leave of abfcnce 
from a Congrcfs, who had Ihamefully evaded 
his own convention, the remembrance of recent 
misfortunes, and a fufpicion of former errors, 
juftified the court, in adhering to an eliquelle^ 
v/hich excludes officers, who have been unfor- 
tunate, from the Royal Prefence, till they arc 
acquitted by a Court Martial. 

The General forgot his own errors, if fuch 
f xiftcdi and remembered only, what he thought, 
the feverity of Government^ He alfo forgot, 
that he had left his captive fcllow-foldiers, 
whom he ought to have protefted, from infulc 
and oppreflion, by his prefence ; and he evea 
eluded orders given him to return to their aid, 
in their melancholy and fevere captivity, it was 
cbferved, upon the whole, that regret and pity 
"were all he could hope to meet with; but, 
it feenis, he expected approbation. Refent- 
ment arofc, in bis mind, «*s from injuftice ; 

C 2 and 
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and with a precipitancy, which cannot eofily 
be defended, he either fought or accepted ihc 
proteftion of Oppofition. 

Sir W H — c had, indeed, loft no army, 

but as he had decifively improved no advantage, 
the American war rather increafed, than dimi- 
nifhed, upon his hands. Poffeffed of the common 
routine of military knowjedge, he fcems to have 
been capable of fecuring from defeat fuck 
troops as be led againft fucb an enemy : But 
the conducing them to any brilliant viftory, 
and the making a decifive ufc of the fupe- 
riority he enjoyed, appear to have been ob- 
jeds foreign to his talents. Senfible, per- 
haps, of this defcft, in his own mind, he chofe 
to prevent any reverfe of fortune, by retiring 
from the command of the army ; but as '^ mi- 
•* litary feceffions," in the midft of war, require 
an explanation, his retreat was afcribed to hi$ 
having loft the confidence of men in power* 
The faft might be true, but it was not fufficient^ 
to fatisfy the people. Though he was received 
with kindnefs by the Sovereign, and attention 
by the Miniftry, he perceived that he was va- 
nifhing faft from the memory of the nation. 
In the fpace of a few months, he found him- 
felf of as little account, in the pftimation of 
Public, as any of his own commi0aries| 

and, 
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and, to recover his rcputatidn, he clofed ea- 
gerly, with Oppofitidn ; as they promifcd him 
their hearty afliftance, in a Parliamentary In-^ 
quiry. 

To thefe lucky aids from America, the party 
added a ftill greater acquifition in Eurcpe. An 
Admiral poffefled of profeflional reputation, 
equal at leafl: to his merit, though connefted 
with Oppofition, was placed at the head of the 
Weftern Squadron. The felefting men of op^ 
fofing principles, for the command of fleets and 
armies, has been long a favourite maxim of 
Government. This conduft may have had its 
foundation in liberal fentiments 5 but it has ope- 
rated like weaknefs, and led to a train of mif- 
fortunes. Few officers are fuch " fturdy mo- 
^' ralifts,** as to exclude political prejudices 
from the line of their duty. 

Our Admiral put to fea, with one of the 
moft powerful fquadrons, that ever failed, from 
the ports of this kingdom. He met the ene- 
my ; and a runnmg fight, rather than an en- 
gagement, enfued. No trophies were loft j but 
no laurels were gained. The profeflional terms, 
in which the accounts of naval aftions are in- 
volved, render them obfcure, if noc unintcl- 
^ ligible. 
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ligibk, to the generality 6f majikind. Ope 

.fadl, however, was univerfally adcBitxed: ''A 

. " fuperior Rf itilh Peet had engaged an inferior 

*' French fquadron ; and neither advantage nor 

trophy was obtained." 
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A nation, accuftomed to value themfelves, 
upon naval viftories, were not likely to be fa- 
tisfied with a drawn battle, under fuch circum- 
ftances. But though no fymptoms of approba- 
tion appeared, no figns of refentment were 
fhewn. A cold filence certainly prevailed j a 
fpecies of cenfure, more mortifying to a feeling 
mind, than even clamour. Had the Admiral 
been permitted to remain, under this cloud, he 
would have become a uftlefs engine, in the 
hands of his party. To derive benefit from his 
former popularity, it was found neceflary tQ 
remove the (lain, which want of fuccefs had left 
upon his charafter. Some officers, in his fuite, 
were.^ accordingly, induced to propagate infinu- 
acions, to the difad vantage of Vice- Admiral Sir 

H P r. That gentleman, by being 

in place, might be fuppofed to ad in concert 
with men in power, for the ruin of his Admiral; 
and to m.ake the former the accufer was to arm 
the prejudices of the people in favour of the, 
latter. 
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. The Vice- Admiral being a man of more fpirit 
than forefight, unfortunately fell ipto the trap 
laid for him. by the fadtion. Confcious of his 
deferving praife^ inftead of cenfure, for his be- 
haviour on the. 27th of July, he became irrir 
tated at the injuftice done to his reputation. 
From being the accufedy he became the accufer 5 
and this ftep turned the fcale of opinion in fa- 
vour of his opponent. In this circumftance 
alone, the gallant. Vice- Admiral, as it after- 
wards appeared, was to blame. Had he de- 
manded and infifted upon his own trial, his 
cbarafter would have recovered its deferved 
luftre ; and that of the Admiral might have loft 
much of that fplendour which was thrown upon 
it, by his induftrious friends. 

A party, who had loft the confidence of the 
nation, feized with eagernefs the fudden change 
which appeared in the popular tide, Whifpers 
artfully propagated, without doors, were im- 
proved by degrees into a general clamour. 
Within doors, every opportunity was taken, and 
every artifice ufed to feed the rifing flame. The 
two Admirals, if a vulgar expreffion may be 
ufcd, '^txtpitted againft each other. .Much fporc, 
or what is the fame thing to Oppofition, much 
miichief, was . exoefted from this conteft. 
A man of popularity was accufed, by a man 

in 
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in office. The common changes- of minir 
fterial interference were rung, without ceaC* 
ing, in the ears of the people. The helplefs 
condition of Innocence^ when perfecutcd by 
Power, was echoed, from every corner, by 
the runners, writers, and abettors of OppoG-» 
tion. The two houfes of Parliament refounded 
with vehement declamations, or broken accents 
of whining Oratory 5 and that amiable but much 
abufed virtue, pity, was excited, every where, 
in the bre^fts of the deluded, the credulous and 
th^ weak. 

In vain had Sir H— ~ P r declared, in 

the mofl: folemn and public manner, that he 
had not communicated his deiign to any man in 
ofEce. In vain did men in office affirm, upon 
the faith of Gentlemen, that they knew nothing 
of the accufation, till it was officially delivered 
to the Admiralty. No credit was to be given to 
any member of a ^ory Adminiftration. They 
were leagued together in one plan of oppi;elBon, 
in one dark dcfign, in one pre-concerted con- 
fpiracy, to ruin the reputation, and even ta 
take the life, of a WH^ig Admiral. 

In this general turmoil, this intemperate 
joy of faftion, Oppofition not only for- 
got their poor country, but even their poor 

friends. 
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friends.. Sir W H could not gain 

their promifed fupport, for a moment, with all 
the verdure of his laurels. The advantages 
hoped from his exculpation were not equal in 
themfclves, and they were more diftant in pro- 
fpeft, than the bene6ts to be derived from the 

acquittal of Admiral K 1. In vain did 

General B ne endeavour to awake the pity 

of the party, when he failed to command their 
aueotion. In vain did he exclaim " that he was 
*' one of thofe brave men who made the con- 
** yention at Saratoga : That, however, he 
^^ claimed no iwi^t merit in that tranfa6tion; 
•* that, in the face of famine, defpair, and 
" death, he had compelled the enemy to grant 
" conditions, 'honourable, if they had been 
*' complied with (^)." The party were deaf 
to *' the tale of tears ;'* and all the attention 
paid to the unfortunate general fcarce amounted 
to one " dolorous anhelation (y)^*^ from the 
feeling bofom of Mr. E— ~d B — ke. 

The condudt of Oppofition, during the trial, 

and after the acquittal of A 1 K— *-l, is 

too recent in the recoUeAion of the public, to 
require more than a very general recapitulation. 

(x) Almon's Debates, No. XI. p. 75. 

(j) Vide Dr. Jobafon on the Iriih Howl> p* i3- 

D Their 
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Their abrogating the old forms of the AdmH 
ralty, by removing a trial for a naval ofFencc 
to the land, to accommodate their own purpofes, 
their appearance at Portfmouth, upon the occa- 
lion, their biaffing witnefles, their carrying all 
the indecencies of a play-houfe audience into a 
Court of Juftice, their foliciting the ofHcers of 
the navy, their fowing difcontents among the 
common fcamen, their parading the ftreets, for 
the purpofe of inflaming the populace, were 
fuch mean, fcandalous, and unjuftiBable tricks 
of faftion, as can fcarcely be paralleled by any 
example in hiftory. 

The pitiful viftory which they obtained over 
an unfortunate, becaufe a vehement, man, was 
purfued with an intemperance inexcufable even 
in boys, and with a rancour which the moft pro- 
fligate and hard-hearted men, if prudert. Would 
have concealed, to preferve, at leaft, the ap- 
pearance of decency. That men of the firft fa- 
milies, in this country, fliould difguife thcm- 
fclves like porters, to force illuminations by 
breaking windows, is a circumftance which 
dirows an indelible (lain upon the times, as 
well as on the party. It even appeared, that, 
with every inclination to commit mifchief, the 
riotous demagogues were obliged to have rc- 
courfe to the bottle, for that courage which na- 
ture 
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turc had denied. That in the hour of ** intoxi- 
" cation and adfcitiiious boldnefs," they attacked 
the,/e(;ble and old among the men, and terrified 
i|ito jits and mifcarriages fevtral women, by the 
rude, barbarity of their behaviour. That, how- 
ever^ as a juft retribution for their wanton cru- 
cities, many of them fufFered under the hands 
and cudgels of the injured; and that feveral 
were carried into Roundhoufes, covered with 
ignominious marks of the chaftifement they had 
received. 

Few men of fenfe, who were not conceded 
with the views, or privy to the defigns of the 
pjU'ty, could perceive any juft grounds for this 
fpecies of vulgar ovation. Though the accufer 
had not brought his charges to the ftandard of 
legal proof, the accufed had not exculpated him- 
felf to the fatisfaftion of the public. Thofc who 
were moft willing to deny his want of condudt, 
regretted bis want of good fortune ; and a ge- 
neral cry went forth, that an opportunity was 
loft, which might never return again. 

The conduft of the Admiral himfelf, on the. 
occafion, was not calculated to eftabliQi any 
high idea of his good fenfe or of his principles. 
If he thought that he merited a triumph for the 
drawn battle of the 27th of July, 1778, what 

D 2 are 
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are we to think of his underftanding ? If, qd' 
the other hand, he made himfelf the tool of a 
faftion, what judgment m.uft we form of that 
" dignified honour" which his friends annex to 
his charafter? A viftory, which had lain con- 
cealed for feven months, and was, at length, 
difcovered by accident, was nor, intrinfically,' 
worth the expence of many candles $ af)d the 
applaufe of a mob is the coarieft commodity 
either a gentleman or his friends can purchafe^ 

But the Faflion, as well as their naval frlend» 
a£ted as if they really gave credit to their own 
aflertions and afTumptions* Whilft he paraded 
the ftreets, amidft the fooli(h, if not hired, ^« 
clamations of a rabble, they were bufy in 
weaving a wreath, for his brows, in both 
Houfcs of Parliament. Thinking, at length, 
they had fuiHciently charged the engine with 
popularity, they refolved to bring it to bear, 
not only upon Adminiftration, but upon their 
Sovereign. They propofed to make motior^s, 
againft the former, on naval fubjeds ; be un« 
dertook, with peculiar modcfly, to write re^ 
fcripts to the latter. Even before this double 
battery was opened, Oppofition began to pre- 
enjoy their expefted fuccefs, with that childifh 
intemperance M^hich has uniformly marked their 
conduct. 

\ 
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A— — 1 K ! having acquired, in the be- 
ginning of March, as many laurels as he was 
likely to obtain, his honourable relation, Mr. 
F-x, IntrtxiQctd the firft of a long ftring of mo- 
tions, which, he owned, led to an addrefs for 
the ren)oval of the firft Lord of the Admiralty, 
and ultimately of ail* his Majcfty's fervants {z). 
In fopporc of the motion, he alleged, that the 
nobte Lord, who prcfidcd over the naval de- 
partment, had, as early as the month of No- 
vember 1777, folemnly pledged himfelf, in his 
^cial capacity, that there were thirty^five (hips 
of the tine ready for fea, and fit for adual fer- 
vice.' That, notwithftanding this affcrtion, 
there were not fix ihips of the line, in a ftate to 
meet an enemy, in the month of March 177 8* 
That early in the month of June, his honour* 
able relation (a) was fent to crui:;e, on the coaft 
of France, with twenty ihips of the line only ; 
though it was known, or ought to have been 
known, that there were twcnty-feven (hips of 
force lying in Breft water. From thefe fup- 
pofed fa£ls, he deduced this conclufion, that 
the Miniftry, who had led the nation into fo pe- 
rilous a fituation, ought inftantly to be removed^ 

(«) Mr.*F-x's Speech, March 3d and 8tb, 1779* 
{a) Admiral Keppel. 

S as 
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as unequfil to the truft committed to thijir 
charge (b). ^ • , . . 

• 

In oppofition to thefe aflbrtions^ it was pro^, 
from official documents^ that, in November 
1777, there were aftually . thirtyj-fi vc ftiips of the 
line ready for fervice» That^ in the month of 
March 1778, (bme more ibips were in a ftate of 
great forwardnefs for fea^ That the whole nuoi* 
ber, fit for meeting an enemy in June, amounted 
to forty-four. That when Mr. K-: — 1 was 
ordered to fail, with twenty fliips of the line, of 
which a large proportion was three«decke^$9 there 
were but feventeen fhips in the harbour of Breft 
ready for aftipn. That (hould it even appear, 
which was by no means the cafe, that tbetp 
adually was a greater number of (hips in Breft, 
it was well known to feamen, that an inferior 
force may block up a fuperior one iq a narrow 
harbour. That, upon the whole, the Board of 
Admiralty had placed a number of (hips, ade- 
quate to the fervicc, under the command of 

A 1 K 1 ; even to the fatisfa^ion and 

approbation of the Admiral himfelf. That, 
therefore, as the premifes, endeavoured to be 
eftabliihed by Oppofition, were not founded in 

{h) Crime enorme aux yeux du Sieur Fox* Gasette de 
France^ da Vendrcdi 26 Mars 1779. 
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faft, their conclufions muft of courfe fall to the' 
ground (r). *- 

Such were the aflertions, which Oppofition, 
mixed with much abufe and altercation, re- 
peatedly echoed, from fide to fide, in both 
Houfes. Though the Public, as well as Par- 
liament, are frequently invited to an entertain- 
ment of politics, by fome very eloquent Patriots; 
the difli fcrved up is always the fame. To ufe 
their own expreffion, " they have travelled fo 
<* often over the ground," that they have trod 
out every appearance of vegetation ; and thofe 
who are fo idle as to accompany them in the 
" dreary journey," can neither expeft amufe- 
vrient, nor reap advantage. 

The operations of the party, without doors, 
were more dccifivc than their arguments within. 
Confident of fuccefs, or afluming the appear- 
ance of confidence, they had previoufly gained 
the votes of fcvcral provident members, who 
wifely look into futurity. Lazy Whigs and 
expecting patriots were roundly told, that to 
Ihare in the fpoil it was neceflary to take an 
aftive part in obtaining the victory. Mandates 
were iflued for the immediate appearance of all 

{i) Lord Mw-_v€V Speech, March 3d and 8|h, 1779* 

abfentees. 
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ahfemee$> from cyery corner of the kingdom. 
The beds of the fick, the couches of the gotity 
and lame were yifited ; leaders were fent to the 
blind* In (hort, patriotifm crowded the Robbies 
of both Houfes, with all the mortifying pidures 
of age, misfortune and difeafe. 

To aid, with a fpecies of mutiny among fea- 
tnen, the attacks of Oppofition upon Admi- 
ralty, the feeds of fedition had been fown with a 
lavifh hand at Portfmouth. Officers had been 
attacked through their ruling paflTions ; the vain 
with flattery, the weak with fallacious reafon- 
ings, and the avaricious and ambitious with 
promifes. To add indecency to prefumption 
and folly, the nation was threatened^ with what 
is vulgarly called a Round Robtn^ from every 
feaport. An Admiral, who had made fuch a 
fplendid figure on the 27th of July, 1778, 
dared to lay to his Sovereign, that he would with- 
draw his talents from the fervice, unlefs the Ad- 
miralty, and every department of the State, were 
placed in the hands of men whom he could 
truft. 

Gppofition drove, with fo much rapidity and 
Xo litti? judgment, that they overturned their 
own dcfigns. Their mean, and even criminal 
conduft, offended the people j and the Sove- 
reign, 
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"•feigfi, with becoming dignity, rcjefted their 
irrfblettt reqtiifirionsr The current turned againft 
them, and their' fpirit vanilhed when their hcfpes 
declined. The nation difcovered their inficJious 
dcfigns, their luft for power, their thirft for places. 
It was perceived that they meant to facrifice Great 
Britain, her rights, her interefts, and even honour^ 
to the demagogues of America, by rendering 
her independent of the parent from whom fhc 
fprung. Even thofe who had been fcduced by 
their affuranccs, or gained by their promifcs, 
finding their miftake, began to retreat. The 
friends whom they had brought from the coun- 
try, by a fpecies of habeas carpus^ packed up 
their cloak- bags and left the town. The beds 
of the fick, and couches of the* lame, were re- 
occupied ; and even ' the blind found their way 

home. Ad 1 K 1 executed his threats 

againfl: his devoted country, by quitting her fer- 
vice. The muddy ftream, which had over- 

' flowed the whole kingdom, and covered it with 
(lime, returned to its old bed ; and babbled, as 
formerly, through the rugged channel of Oppo* 
fition (r). 

(r) ThjB Gazette de France^ du Fendredi z6 Mars 1 779, 
with a kind of regret, fays : Aupre touts ces debats» les 
voix etant recueilles, la motion de Sieur Fex n'in eat que 
170 cohtre 204. 

E the 
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The hopes pf the Fa£lion had been raifed fo 
high, that dif^pointmcnt deprefed their m\nd% 
in proportion to their forcpcr ekvationn Somcy 
who either ignocantly or fondly imagined that 
the nation would take their part, began to talk 
of a feceffion. A few orators ^re faid to have 
aftually retired^ to vent the tropes of tiafinifhed 
fpeeches to the "echo of trees and m\iriDur 
*♦ of rills*' on fome friend's eftate (d). But as. 
** liftlefs groves and infcnfihle ftreams^*^ are 
not the mbfl: encpuraging audiences, the fo- 
lliary patriots were induced to rejoin their 
friends, who, though defeated, ft ill remaned 
in the field. 

Whilft the cxpeftations of Oppofitipn were at 

their height, by the aid received from A 1 

K I's acquittal, a new topic was ftarted,^ 

which, as it promifed much mifchief to their 
country, opened a frefh profpeft of advantage 
to the party. The trade of Ireland, and confe- 
quently its revenue, had been on the decline for 
fome years paft. The caufes of that misfortune 
are more difficult to afcertain than the fa6t it- 
fclf. Whether this diminution of commerce 

(iij A certain Baronet, who in a fit of dcfpair relative ta 
the good Old Cau/e, has lately become a zealous /5r^/g"> Is 
much given to fuch folitary rehear/als of the Speeches 
which he intends to/rr of, upon the Houfe, 

proceeded 
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proceeded from a dccreafc of dotrieftic induftry, 
or a failure of foreign markets, it equally de- 
manded a remedy^ if it could be applied. Some 
ileps had been accordingly taken, towarc^ that 
obje(5t, in the preceding fellion. But it ap- 
peared, at the tioie^ that the facility with which 
relief was granted, inftead of fatisfying Oppo- 
Ifuion, was calculated to create new demands. 
Thefe demands, as they interfered with the 
commerce of Great Britain, were certain of 
being joppofed: a circumftance, tyhich could 
not h'd to create thsit defirable confufiQ^ which 
iiiits the views of the party. 

To thoie, who really wifhed to remove the 
evil, it appeared that the Irifli legiflature ought 
to be the beft judges of the remedy. But neither 
that legiflature, nor their conftituents, had fig- 
flified any diflatisfadion at the relief obtained. 
To convince both of the impropriety of their 
feaceabk cotidvi6i^ Oppofition, by making de- 
mands in the name of Ireland, ^pointed out what 
(he might extort from Great Britain. This ar« 
tifice, they hoped, would reduce the Miriiftry 
to a difagreeable dilemma. Should they grant 
the demanded relief to the Irlfii, tliey could not 
fail to offend the whole commercial intereft in 
Great Britwi : fhould they refufe it, there was a 
prbQ)ed, by pro]|)er management^ of treating 

£ 2 tumults. 
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tumults^ an^, perhaps, of. ki^dliog a rebell'^fp 
in Ireland. . ., . 

r 

Though this commercial adventure has not 
yet been produftivc of all the profit expected 
by the Faftion, as the fhip is ftill at fea, the 
cargo may turn out to fome account. The in- 
ferior Irifh are, and have betn, id a diftrefled 
fituation; The nature of the government, the 
tenures of the country, aliftlefs inaftivity, which 
always accompanies diftrefs, a want of induftry, 
created by domeftic difcouragements of various 
kinds, have combined to render their condition 
more wretched than that of atmoft any other 
people in Europe. They have long felt their 
own mifcry, without knowing well from whence 
it came. Our worthy Patriots, by pointing out 
Great Britain as the author of Irifh diftrefs, may 
have fome chance of roufing Irifli rcfentment. 
They have fomented and encouraged refiftance 
in America, and why may they not excite te* 
bellion in Ireland ? The truth is, they feem to 
have injured their country beyond their degree 
of foFgivenefs 5 and if they cannot fatisfy their 
ambition by her misfortunes, they are at leaft 
refolved to gratify their refcntment by her 
ruin. 

The attacks, in both Houfes, were fo fimi- 
\9x^ in manner, afTertion, declamation, and in- 

5 yeftive, 
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vcdive^ that it was apparent every meafurc bad 
been weighed and pre-concerted in the cabinet 
of fedition without doors. In this political war- 
fare^ the poil of honour was . given to the Pa* 
triots of the LowerAflembly, where the enemy 
was fuppojed to be mod vulnerable. After the 
battle was lodr ielow^ it was generally rehearfed 
above i where fomc noble orators wielded, with 
peculiar dexterity, thofc very weapons of fcurri- 
lity and jnvefliive, which hadfo little availed the 
caufe in the hands of their more humble friends. 

In the flighteft fkirmifhcs, with the common 
enemy, the fame co-operation, the fame concert 
appeared. Though coinpofed of fuch difcordant 
members, the whole party played in unifon; 
and every , key, that was touched below, was 
faithfully anfwered by a fimilar note from above. 

The Irifti buGnefs feemed to promife fuch 
a plentiful harveft of confufion, that the whole 
party employed their joint labour, in pre- 
paring the foil and fowing the feed. Indi- 
viduals were not, in the mean time, idle, in 
their feparate eflForts, for the benefit of the 

c6mmon caufe. The D— — of R d, 

with his ufual application, tenacity, and vehe- 
mence, had ihtroduced and fupported, in the 

Upper 
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U^pef Hodfe, an Inquiry into the Managemc^it 
of Greenwich Hofpital. The nature and fate of 
this Inquiry^ are fo recent \n the memory of the 
Fublici that a particular detail is as unnecefiary 
in itfelf, as it wouid be here out of plac^ 

It may be fufficient to obferve, that the in* 
tenuon of the enquiry was to criminate the firft 
Lord of the Admiralty. That after a mo(t te- 
dious examination, which lafted near three 
months^ not one of the charges was proyed. 
That the E. of S — — ch, inftead of meriting 
cenfure, deferved the higheft praifc. That he 
had paid peculiar and uncommon attention to 
the Hofpital. That he had improved its reve- 
nue, increafed the number of the pen£oners» pre* 
vented the admifQon of improper obje&s, made 
new regulations, for the more fpeedy recovery 
of the lick, and the better accommodation of 
thofe in health. That, inftead of converting 
his fupcrintendency of the charity, tp any ad- 
vantage, he had abolilhed all fmecures 01 in- 
ferior offices^ which had formerly been in the 
difpofal of the 6rft Lord. That, in diredt op* 
pofition to what had been alleged, there is not 
one, out of 2169. penfiioners at prefent in the 
Ho^ital, who is not intitled to the charity, by 
ll^^g^I^.^f P^rvice, or infirmities, comra^^d in 
the difcharge of duty. 

Whilft 
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Whilft the D, of R*— — d derived fom^- 
hopes^ ro the faftion, from the expefled ifluc 
of the Ho^ital Inquiry, a more flattering pro- 
ved): of criminating nfien in office was opened, 

in the Lower Aflembiy. Sir W H-we, 

though not publicly accufed, was ftill anxious 
to exculpate himfelf to the Public. Either 
fWayed, by $ good opinion of his own con- 
duft, or trufting to the kind partiality of his 
friends, he had flattered the Patriots and, per- 
haps, himfelf, that he Ihould be able to lay the 
burden of Aaicrican misfortunes, to the ac- 
count of the miniftcr for the American de- 
partment. The nation found itfelf difap- 
pointcd, but till matters were examined, it 
was not known decidedly where cenfure ought 
to fall. An unwiliingncfs in Government, 'to 
admit of a Parlianaenta^ Inquiry, on a military 
fubjefb, furniflied their enemies with an oppor- 
tunity of drawing conclufions, unfavourable to 
Minifl:ry. Thcfe conclufions, in the ufual man*, 
ner, became topics of patriotic inv^£liv^ ;^d 
declamation ; which, in a manner, extorted aa. 
inquiry, that had been once refufed, by- a 
vote. 

But the refult of the Inquiry was very differenc 
from what Oppofition hoped. It appeared, that 
rei;)elli6n iirfl: arofe in America, frgm an ambi.- 

tious 
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dous fa^ion;, and not from the gGoctaKtsuk of 
the body of the people (tf). That the reduction 
Qf that fadion and, confequently, the extinc- 
tion of rebeilioDt had uniformly been the object 
of Adminiilration, and not the conqueft or un* 
conditional fubje6tion of the colonies (3.) That 
to accomplilh that defirablc end, they had not 
only fent a force fufficient for the purpofe, but 
a nniuch greater one, than was cither wiflicd for 
orexpefted, by the moftfanguine friends of Go- 
vernment in America (r)- That the array had 
been amjly provided, on all occafions^ with 
every neceifary, every implem^ent, every re- 
fource of war. That the bands of the General 
bad been fo far from being tied up, by inftruc- 
tions, or his operations countera&ed, by orders, 
from home, that the manner of carrying on the 
war bad been left entirely to his judgment and 
difcretion* 

{a) Evidence of Major General Robertfon, before the 
Hou/e of Common Sy June 8, 1779, MS. p. 9, io. 

(^) The objeft of the war was to enable the loyal fub- 
jcfts of America to get free from the tyranny of the rebels ; 
and to let the country follow its inclinatim, by returning 
to the King's government. Evidence^ June 10, p. 18.— 
No idea of fubduing the Americans — but to afliil the good 
Americaru to fubdue the had ones. Ibid, p. 20. 

(r) Ibid. "p. 17. " The demand of 20,000 men was 

•* thought to be rather extravagant." Ibid,' p. 63.1— 

<* The force we had was adequate to the fubduing the re- 

" bcllion.'* E<vidntce, June 10, p. 22. 

It 
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It appeared, that the Antiericans, inftead of 
bVbrpowcring by numbtrs, had fievef*, tbgether, 
atone place, rfbtjve 16,000, and c6nfequently had 
never been fo numerous, in the field, as the army 

under Sir W s— H-we (d). That our troops 

Were well difcipiirted, and uniformly made the beft 
and moft military appearance (0. That the enemy 
were art undlfciplined rabble, without order, 
without arms, without cloathing(/^ > though by 
procraftinatihg the war, they attained difcipline 
iirid acquired military knowledge. That, upon 
all occafions, the Britifh troops executed their 
duty, with energy, bravery and effefl:. That, 
upon no occafion, thofe of America behaved, 
with the fpirit, firmnefs, and intrepidity of fol- 
dier^. That the former were viftorious, in 
every aflaulr, attack, and fair battle. That tht 
latter obtained no advantage, but by ftratagem 
or furprife. The inferences deducible, from 
thefc fad:s, were, that theBritilh army were ei- 
ther unfkilfuUy or languidly led; or that the 
natural ftrength of the country, and unaniniity 
of its inhabitants, had enabled the Aoicricans 
to prevent the confequences of lofles, and dif- 
aftcrs m the field. 

fdj Evidence, June 10, p. 14* 
(0 Uuf. p. 16. 

f/J " Excdfpt die Maryland Regiment, whdwdrelvtlU 
'• doathed and accoutred.'* Uid. p. r6. 

F In 
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In fupport of the firfl: poficion, it appeared^ 
That the evacuation of Bofton had been too 
long delayed-, and undertaken, at length, 
in an improper feafon. That the retreat to 
Halifax furniftied the rebels, with an oppor- 
tunity of ftrengthening their force at New- York. 
That the viftory obtained at Long-Ifland might 
have proved decifive, had it been properly pur- 
fued (g). That an opportunity of putting an 
end to the war had been loft at the White-Plains, 
by a delay in attacking the rebels, when they 
offered battle. That the diftance and injudi* 
cious difpofitions of the ftations chofen in the 
Jcrfeys, the placing foreigners, who neither 
knew the nature nor the language of the coun- 
try, in a poft liable to furprife and attack, the 
giving the command to an Officer, whom an 
habitual intemperance had rendered unfit for 
the difcharge of his duty, by prcfenting an unex- 
peded opportunity to a ruined and difperfed ene- 
my (A), encouraged them to re-aflemble, and en- 
abled them to obtain an advantage which turned 
the fcale of the war. That the operations, 
which followed this difafter, were lefs calcd- 

fiJ " Some of the troops were going to ftorm the lines. 
** Gen. H-we called them back. — Rutnam, who had the 
'* command of 7000, h^d. detached all but 300. — But this 
" was not known." Evidence, June 9, p. 73, 74* 

ifi) Wh9 had dwindled to 3000 men. G. Robcrtfon*s 
Evidence, June 8, p. 16. 

iated 
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iated to retrieve the tnisfortuncj than to en« 
courage the enemy. That the retreat from 
Quibbleton (Ot the embarkation of the troops, 
the tedious expedition to the Delaware, and then 
to Chefapeak-Bay, the neglefting to improve 
the viftory obtained at the Brandywine, the 
furprife at German Town, the injudicious man- 
ner of aflaulting Red-Bank and attacking Mud- 
Ifland, the inadtive winter at Philadelphia, if 
not proofs of incapacity, were inftances of blame- 
able inadtivity, in the General. 

With regard to the ftrength of the country, 
it appeared, that it prefented no advantages to 
the natives, which it did not hold forth to the 
invaders. That, on the contrary, it was rather 
more favourable, to the latter, than to the 
former. That its great rivers, inftead of co* , 
vering the retreat of the rebels, by being navi* 
gable, laid them open to frefh misfortunes, 
from ati enemy, pofTefilng the command of che 
fea. That Hudfon's River, in particular, by 
dividing the whole continent from North to 

(/) " Our army (in the Jerfcys hi 1777) was 17,015 
men ; that of the rebels, fome faid S, fome 9, and 
fomc 10,000 men in that camp.'* Evidence, June 9, 

p. 63. " We had 52,815 men in North America; of 

•* thofc Sir W. Howe had under his command 40,874." 
Hid, June 10, p. 39. 

F 2 South, 
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South, formed a natural and ftrong barrier, ber 
tween'the revolted provinces. That the feizing 
this barrier was an objeft of the firft conft- 
quence {k)^ towards the extinftion of the rebel- 
lion. That this objeft might have been eafily ob- 
tained, as the river prcfcnts an excellent and e;c- 
peditious water-communication, between New- 
york and Albany (/J. That this great advantage 
rendered the co-operation of the main army, with 
the troops coming from Canada, as obvious, as it 
was cafy and expeditious ; and that, it was the 
want of fuch co-operation, that ruined the 
Northern expedition (w), loft an army, turned 
the fcale in favour of rebellion, and loaded Great- 
Britain, with the expence and danger of a fo- 
reign war. 

In the courfe of the evidence taken at home, 
and more efpecially by the moft authentic inform- 
ation from abroad, it has appeared, that the in- 

(i) Evidence, p. 51. 

fO " An army may pafs from New York to Albany 
" (170 miles) by means of Hudfon's River, in two days.'* 
Ilfid, p. 47. 75. 

(/«) " Many feared that General Burgoyne's army would 

* f • be loil, if not fupported by Sir W. Howe. I wrote 

'* myfelf, on being informed of the fituation of the dif- 

" fereht armies, I wrote, &c. that if General Burgoyne 

< . • 

** extricated himfelf, future ages would have little occa^ 
*' iion to talk of Hannibal." /^/V. p. 39. . . 

judicious 



t 37 } 

judicious and inadive management of the war 
has been the fols obftacle, to the reftoration of 
peace. That a very great majority of the peo- 
ple of America are, and have been, averfe to the 
meafures, and difgufted at the tyranny of the 
Congrefs («). That they were prevented, from 
exhibiiing their loyajty to their Sovereign and 
their averfion to ufurpation, by the defultory 
manner, in which the war was condufted, on' 
our parti as it deprived them of permanent pro- 
teftion, and left them expofed to the infolence^ 
cruelty, and revenge of their enemies. 

That the quitting of the Jerfeys, and the^^- 
ing to feuy with the whole army in July 1777,. 
terrified other provinces from fubmitting, for 
fear of being deferred. That the three Dela- 
ware Counties had offered their fubmiffion to 
Government, on condition of their being only 
ojfifiedy in protefting themfelves, againft the re- 
bels {0). That their application having either 
beendifregarded or neglefted, they adhered to the 
ufurped government. Thar, as a general idea 
had gone abroad, that protedion was uncertain, 
or rather that defertion was certain f^^, the vic- 

(») Evidence, June 9, p. 12. June 16, paj/tm, 

(0) Evidence, June i6, p. 59. 

(p) <* We foon left the country. The rebels took up 
** the figners (of addrefles), baniihcd them, or /ent then 
** to the mines, ^* Ibid. p. 25. 

tory 
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tory at the Brandywine, the taking of Philadel- 
phia, the dtfftruftion of the rebel Ihipping, the 
rcdudion of Mud-Ifland and Red-Bank, were 
attended with none of thofe advantages, which 
accompany fnccefles in war. That no pcrfoa 
of great confequence, and few of any con^fe- 
quence at all, fubmitted after thofe events. 
That, when a refolution was formed to evacu- 
ate Philadelphia, fuch as had fubmitted v/trtadr 
vifed to make their peace (j^, with the Congrefs. 
That feme unfortunate perfons, who followed 
that advice, fell a facrifice, to the relentlefs vio- 
lence and unforgiving tyranny of the rebels^ That, 
in fhort, the want of proteftion on the one fide, 
and the certainty of punilhment for defeftion, 
on the other, eradicated every hope from the 
minds of the loyal, and forced them to fwear 
allegiance to an ufurpation, which they dcfpifcd 
and abhorred. 



{q) " Mr. Schumacker mentioned to me what he had 
*• told me, a few days before, that Sir William Howe ad- 
** vifed him to go over to Wafhington, and make his 
'* peace. ''—Mr, Galloway's Evidence, June r6, p. 70. 
— ** He {Sir William) gave me the fame* advice." Ihid. 
p. 71.— Sir Henry Clinton faid, " that the game was not 
up, that the war was not over, but would ftill be car- 
ried on vigoroufly, and defired that we would not enter- 
tain a thought cf going over to the enemy." Wd. 

74- 
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Though thefe fafts came forward with a 
force, which commanded convidbion, the fac- 
tion adhered, with invincible obftinacy, to the 
line of their former condudt. With their ufual 
jnfult, upon the comrnon feelings and common 
fenfe of mankind, they eftabliflied falfe pre* 
mifes, and deduced, from thofe premifes, argu- 
ments for the total dereliflion, and confequenc- 
ly, for the independence of America. They 
affirmed, that rebellion can never be extin- 
guifhed; though the want of vigour, in purfu- 
ing our fuccefles, has been the demonftrable 
caufe of its continuing fo long. They aflerted, 
that a general unanimity prevails againft Great 
Britain •, though the adherence of the people to 
the Gongrefs proceeded, from- our not afford- 
ing them a permanent protedion, under the 
fhelter of our arms. They alleged, that the 
courage of the rebels, and the natural ftrength 
of their country, are unfurmountable obfta-^ 
clesi though the firft feldom appear in the 
field, but to fly, and the latter opens every 
where its bofom to invafion, by the means of 
extenGve arms of the Tea, and many great and 
navigable rivers. 

When we deny other public virtues to Op- 
pofition, we muft allow, that they poffefs the 
negative merit of conCiftency in their political 

conduct. 
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conduft. They ftruck one key, at the begin* 
ning of the American troubles, and they have 
ever fince continued the fame note, or improved 
upon it, as events arofe. When the tumults 
began at Bofton, when licentioufnefs and riot 
exhibited their fiift wild fcenes, in Faneuil Hall, 
they encouraged the piece, by applauding the 
adors. The prints of the departing ftcpsof 
freedom, like thofe of Aftrsea, were only to be 
found, they affirmed, round the Tree of Liberty j 
on Bofton Common. A gloomy defpotifm had 
feized Great Britain at home, and it became ne-^ 
ccflary, that her hands Ihould be fettered, to 
prevent the recovery of her authority abroad* 
Every effort on the part of the Mother-country 
was an exertion of tyranny j every refi (lance,, in 
the colonies, was an inftance of public virtue. 
The grim tyrant. Arbitrary Power, had taken 
up arms againft that imacent little child, Ame-^ 
rican Liberty ; and to defend the Weak againft 
the flrong, was a fervice of much reputatioii 
and little danger. 

Obvious' as the deceptions, held forth by the 
party, ought to have been, they were attended 
with fuccisfs, both without and within doors. 
The people though:, that affertions, fo confix 
dently and fq often repeated, had fome found-, 
atioh.in truth; and, though Government knew 
' 4 the 
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the contrary^ they a£ted, as if they gave them 
credit. The confequence was, that languid 
meafures were adopted^ when vigour and exer- 
tion were necciTaryj and, thus, by the for- 
bearance of Adminiftration) the encourage- 
ment of Oppofuion, the inadivity or inability 
of commanders-, that monfter, Rebellion, 
which (hould have been fiiSed as foon as born, 
was foftered and reared to maturity. 

Unfortunately for this country^ Oppofition 
were permitted, in a manner, to take the lead 
in American meafures. War, and especially 
rebellion, being one of the greateit evils, that 
can afflift a (late, the moft fpeedy and power- 
ful remedies mufl: be applied, to remove the 
difeafe. The onljr certs^in road to peace lies 
through exertion and viftory. An anxiety for 
negotiation, being generally a nvark of weak*- 
nefs, too often encourages an, enemy to a conti- 
nuation of reOftance*. It has alfo a tnoft unfa- 
vourable effed on the fpirit of the people, 
anx>ng whofe leaders fuch anxiety appears. This 
double confideration haid rendered the prbpoling 
terms a favourite topic of patriotic, eloqufence. 
To deprcfs the minds of their cotintry men, to 
elevate thofe of the rebels ; to make Ihe firft to 
doubt^ the fecond to become confident of fuc- 
cefs ^ to keep up, if the exprelllon may be ufed, 

G the 
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the ball o£ cofitcntion between the partte^,: \m9r 
circumftaDces that probably might koigchefi^tto 
dtfpute to the verge of feme public misfortune ; 
that misfori«Qe> if it favoured jKxt ^th^Jtiem of 
ambicioKH tn^ghc, ^ait IcaA^obc ^nedinolthcr puiw 
pofe^o^.rQveng^^ 
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The cjikmity expcft^d, with fo mtrich artxr- 
cty, by OppQfiekm, at leiigth arrived. An army 
was loft in America. A rebellion, which feemed 
to ftaggdr even under panial and ill-purfued de- 
feats^ became fir mJy eftabliflicd by viftory. The 
fpiritaof thii country began to fink; and the 
FaAion added tA the general depreflion, by 
their unmanly oratory. Inftead of propofing 
thofe Vigofoi^ ei^€mon9, whkh the honour, as 
well a$ incercft of Khc naticin rcquh*ed, they re* 
commended a tame fubmiOion to rebels \ an ac* 
knowledgment of former errors, and aflbrancea 
of future amendment. The world, m generate 
afcribed tb artifiee a conduA which could not be 
reconciled to the principles df comnaou lenfe. 
Mir is k probable that mfurgents, wba bad 
oIFered no terms during their misfortunes, 
would receive any in the moment of tiftory ^ 
Or could ic be expefted, that a Congrei^ who 
had dedared for independence, when thirty 
thoufimd difcipUned ibldiers were ready to Und 
. on their coali:^ would relinquifli t^ lAdepaad- 

cnce^ 
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cn<»^ after they had made a whole army pri- 
fooera-of war ? 

• • • 

• 

Themoft (anguine lovers of tranquillity could 
fcarcely derive any hopes from this pacific fyf»- 
cem ^ but it was adopted. The FadHon thus 
obtained that degradation of thei^ own country^ 
which jEeems to haye been uniforqily a part of 

* 

their plan. But, as it had been juftly,^ppr^ 
bended, that American refiftance n>ight, at lai^ 
ceafe, through the failure of American refources, 
it had become oecefiary. tp procure pQwful 
allfes, for the fupport of the caufe. Xhc defeat 
and capture of the army, under Gr-: — i 
B t ne, had certainly its weight in the 
French cabinet. But the deplorable pidure 
given, "in both Houfes, of the ftate of ;hi? 
kingdom, .could only induce France to throw 
her weight into the jfcale pf America. 

Thci*?eight of Fratice having been foundin- 
fufficicntin the operations of the laft fimijpcr, 
the neceffity of obtaining another ally, to the 
cdufi of Ubtrtyy bedame apparent during the 
wif)t!er. Every encouragement and every lure 
were held out to Spdn: Under a pretence 
of bewailing their unfortunate country, Oppo- 
fidon expofed her weaknefs. Their own decla- 
mations fliewed that her councils were diftraded 
by faAidft; and their aflertions, relative to the 

' G 2 ' ftate 
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(late of her navy and army,' reprefcnted 'hiei' to 
foreigners as an eafy prey. To bring the! Cer- 
tainty of her approaching ruin to a point of de- 
monftratlon, fome thcoriffs, acquainted ' with 
figures, were employed to make fiftitioiis ftates 
of her finances. Even fome of 'the party ^had 
the foliy, or rather prefuttfiptbh, tO' affert, in 
public, that the Very independence of Grieat 
Britain was in the power of the houff of Bour- 
bon (r). ' ' • 

i*he phlegmatic councils of Spain were, hbw- 
jpver, {00 flow for the fire and vehementc of 
her Britifh friends. Though their eloquence 
had Its proper influence at Madrid, that dejirabk 
circqmftance had been concealed in ** Caftilian 
*' ta,citurnity.'* Deprived ^Imoit of every hope, 
from the other fide of the Bay of Bifcay, the 
eyes of our Patriots were again turned to the 
rpgions beyond the Atlantic. As i}he .treaty at- 

(r) Contemptible as fuch aifertions may feem^ at home, 
they make an imprefiion abroad; as appears^ from the 
Gazette 4e France du Vendredi i8 Juin 1779 : " 11 foudat 
^' que les forces de la France etoient prefque 6gale9 acelle 
'' de la Grand-Bretagne en Ei^rope et en Amerlqtie ; que 
'* I'E(pagne tenoit la balance. II ofa prononoer que I'An- 
*' gleterrc ne domineroit plus, fur les mers, qu'autant 

" qu'il plairoit a la Maifoh de Bourbon." \2 eloquent 

Burke foutint que le Sieur Hartley avoit lien avance, qui 
oe fut vrai ; 11 appuya cette opinion, par un detail circoi;^* 
(lanqie de toutes les forces de r£fpagne. 

tempted 
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tempted laft fummer had ftopt the operations of 
war, ii; was expedient to throw negotiation in 
the way of hoftility in the prefcnt year. Though 
the party had reprobated their own meafure, the 
conciliatory bills, as degrading and difgraceful, 
they propofed tbe renewal of the commiffipn, 
which thofe bills authorifcd. This mode of re* 
lief, or rather refpite, to rebellion, having been 
refufed, the old propofal, of withdrawing the 
troops from America, was renewed. This laft 
effort was alfo «nfuccefsful ; and that melan* 
choly gloom, which ufually covers the rear of 
unfuccefsful, political campaigns, began to fall 
pn the party, 

A fuddcn, though not unexpefted light, 
broke through this gloom, and revived their 
drooping fpirits. Spain, being feduced by 
France, and, perhaps, encouraged by the re* 
prefentations given, in our public aiTemblies, of 
pur weaknefs (j), determined to throw her 

(/) Le Sieur Thowfend, Fox et Burke furent, parmi lej 
pppofans, ceux qui fignalerent davantage centre cette mo- 
tion^ en obfervant que la nation dans Tetat aliarmant on 
celle fe trquvcnt s'epoiibic par des depenfes enormes^ tandis 
que chaque jour lui decouvroit quelque nourelle ennemi; 
que I'Efpagne alloit immanquablement fe declarer ; que 
riTrlande, menacee d'une invaiion, avoit jpris cette circon- 
fiance pour fe foulever contre le gouvernement Anglois ; 
que I'EcossE nume etoit pleine de mecontemts* Gazette 
4e^f!rancp du Vendredi i8 Juin 1779, 

weight 



weight in the fcale of our enemies. . Of.^ifi 
kitnared'ltililtit^j >yhich (be h^d^re^ceiy.c^*.^ fl^f 
only ' fpifcrfiedf /^^, and proved ttfine. Witl^ 
peculiar attention to her worthy friends cut 
of office^ fce pointed her. wb#|p: rdS^wniettl 
againft . the Britifh Mini^ftry,hnTl>^fe meiH it 
feenns^' hacl grievouily o^o^^qd this /roward 

Pacne;^ but how, or wbece^ &^ could not 
tell, ^hen (he has time to .recoUe£t the cir* 
cuixiftajocres, Buccarellt, or fiun^ other o}4 
Spanifb aci^uaihtancCt will, no doubt, commiiT 

nicate them to C 1 B — re, imd then wc Aall 

Ji^now the whole. 

The uniform condu^ of Oppofirion ^med 
calculated, if not intended, to, arm Spabinfa-r 
vour of France and America; yet they a£^ed 
a degree of melancholy when that event was 
announced. With a pernicious confiftency, they 
dwelt on the weaknefs of Gre^t Britain^ anc} 
on the force of her enemies. Inftead of ftand* 
ing forth with that manly bpldnefs, which other 
patriots have either felt ov feigned, in time^ of 
peril, they unbraced the nerves of their country 
with womanifh lamentations. To n:uigaify the 
flai^er, they pretended to rccommieiid uftaoi* 
mity s and topromife fuppwt to the S ■ n, 
whilft ;th?y^undermined his juft influence and 
authorujf, ^But th?;note| of affefted forrdw were 
foon fihangip^ fQf,thq.-V^icf «f >dU5»al^ aid- it 
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bctiime apparent, that the party lamented their 
own condition more than the ftatc of cheir couAr; 
try. 

fn the precedinj detail, many circumftances are 
omitccdt ecjuaflydcfdl'lirtivc of the conduct and 
expceflive of thediflgrtsof Oppofition, with thofe 
that haw been related; ^ But, as the intcnuipa of 
this Effay is only to give a general idea of the 
fubjedt^ it was thought unncceflary to defcend 
to every particular. One obvious obfervadoa 
will 3&aturaUy fuggeft itfelf'to the niihd of the 
Reader: That an Oppofition begun in ambi- 
tion, has degenerated, through difappointment, 
intoa^ecies of infenity ; and that, in attempt-? 
ing.to min the Miniftry, the party have given a 
fatial ftab to the honour and intcrcfts of their 
country^ 

In every popular government, oppofition i$ 
not only natural, but, when conduftcd on libc* 
ral principles, ufeful, and even neceffary*, 
Thiere is- a kind of charm in authority, which 
may induce thp moft virtuous magiftrates to ex- 
tend it too far, if fubjeft to no controul. The 
original objeift of a national reprefcntative, was 
to watch over the political rights of the people 
and to check the incroachmehts of the executive 
powen The tnift is great j and, ftri%'fpeak- 
ing, oughttobcfolcly appropriatfcd to the pub- 
lic 
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lie good. Thofe who ufe it as an engine of 
private anribitioh and perfonal intereft, meet 
with forgivencfs, on account of the frequency of 
the praAice. But the employing a weapon, 
given for the defence of our country, againft its 
exiftence, is a fpecies of political affaffination 
v^hich no example can juftify, no ftate ought to 
pafs without punifliment. 

If the great lines of the conduiSt of Oppofition, 
during the laft feffion of parliament, have been 
fairly traced, in the preceding difquifition, no 
terms can be too fcvere, no indignation too vio- 
knt, in expofing the principles and plans of the 
party. If the account, which has been given of 
their aflertions and adtions, has been exaggerated, 
the Public will judge of both wrth more can- 
dour. But, unfortunately for Great Britain, 
the damp of truth has been affixed to the repre- 
fejitation, contained in this Effay, by the moft 
Uncontrovertible of all arguments, the events of 
the times : events unparalleled in the hiftory of 
any other age or country. 

Let the confequences of an oppoGtc condtift, 
in the party, be confidered, for a moment. 
Let it be fuppofed, that, inftead of abetting re- 
bellion and encouraging foreign war, they had 
declared that, when the American Congrcfs 
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arowpd Independence, and cfpecially when they 
leagued with France, the grounds of the origi- 
nal queftion were entirely changed. That, as 
friends of their country, they had rcfolvcd to 
ftrengthen her hands, to rcftore her authority, 
to prote£t her intcrefts, and to recover her ho- 
nour. That the obje6b of their purfuit had been 
to render Minifters refponfible for rcmiflhefs in 
carrying on the war; orfor obftinacy inrefufing 
adequate and honourable conditions of peace* 
That they had been the firft to inquire into the 
failure of meajfures in the execution; not to 
affert, without examination, that the error lay 
in the cabinet and not in the field. That they 
had taken meafures to afcertain, by what mif- 
management or mirconduft, in commanders, an 
army had been lo(t, to a contemptible enemy, 
and a fuperior fleet had returned from aftion, 
without a Viftory ? That, inftead of receiving 
into the bofom of their party, a general, who 
had quitted his command, in the midft of war, 
they had inquired, why the advantages, he 
cither poffeflcd or obtained, had Hot been more 
dccifively improved ? 

To render ftill more finifhed the pidure of 
the reverfc of their aftual proceedings, let it be 
fuppofed, that inft^ad of announcing, ta all 
Europe, the weaknefs of Great Britain, they 

H - had. 
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had, in their fpecches and their aftions, exhi- 
bited a fpirited and difinterefted love for their 
country, an unanimity to arm her exertions, 
not to clog her nieafurcs, a manly boldnefs to 
meet, to break, to difconccrt the combinations 
of her domeftic and foreign enemies. What 
would have been, in fuch a cafe, the prefent 
fituation of public affairs ? What the ftate of 
public opinion, relative to themfelyes ? The re- 
fiftance of America muft have ceafed. France 
might have given up the conteft •, and the junc- 
tion of Spain would have been prevented. 

One fliould fuppofe it hardly pofllble, .that an 
Oppofition, confiding of fevcral men, whofe rank 
^nd fortune connefl: their private intereft with 
that of the public, (hould follow a line of con- 
duft, that leads to the deftrudion of their coun- 
try, and, cohfequently, to their own ruin. This 
is an argument which they themfelves repeat, and 
think unanfwerable. The truth is, that every 
faSion may avail itfelf of the fame aro;umcnt ; 
but general reafoning muft fall to the ground, 
when contradifted by fafts. 1 here is a pride 
and obftinacy in party, which difdain to ac- 
knowledge error ; and, therefore, though Op- 
pofition may, nay muft, perceive the pernicious 
tendency of their conduft, they choole to perfift, 
rather than owA a fault. 

. ^ An 
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An opportunity offered itfelf lately, which 
might havercfledled credit on Oppofition, with- 
out the fuppofcd difgrace of changing their 
former opinions. The Spanilh Refcrip fur^ 
nilhed this opportunity ; yet the nation cannot 
fee, without indignation and aftoniOiment^ thaX 
Acts indifpenlably necefiary for the fafety of 
the State have been combated, with all the vi- 
rulence and obftinacy of oratory, in every ftag^ 
of their progrefs. That the party clogged every 
meafure for arming the kingdom, by fea and 
land, whilft they affcrted, that the enemy were 
ready to invade our coaft, and that a few days 
might bring the report of their guns to the ears 
of both houfes of parliament. That, when a 
fpirit of unanimity and exertion became the duty 
of all lovers of their country, the fadlion an- 
nounced, with a fpecies of favage triumph, that 
the City of London would not vote a man 
or a fhilling, for the national defence, in theprc- 
fent emergency. That in (hort they prefumed to 
aflcrt in public, that the tyranny of France and 
Spain would be more welcome to them, thaa 
the continuance of their rivals in power. 

After fuch proofs of averfion to the public 
good, it will be in vain to hope for any reform- 
ation in Oppofition. Thediftrefs in which they 
hayc involved xhcir country, can advance but 

H 2. one 
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one flcp farther, to furnifli them with an oppqr-* 
tunity of retreating from the line of their mifcon- 
duft. That ftcp is an invafion of this Ifland; 
the laft effort of the confpiracy of our foreign 
enemies. In that critical moment, a moment 
which every good fubjcft would meet with fpirit 
and confidence in his caufe, there is every rea- 
fon to fear, that Oppofition would be ftill ap 
OppoGtion. Such has been the inveteracy which 
a confcioufnefs of criminality, ajealoufy of rivals, 
a habit of oppofing the interefts and degrading 
the dignity of their country •, and a defpair em- 
bittered by an unpopular and fruitlefs conteft of 
many years, have mixed with every fpring of 
their adicns, every power of their minds. 

Upon the whole, we may fairly affirm, 
that neither the talents they poffefs, nor the 
conduft they h^ve purfued, are likely to re- 
commend Oppofition as proper perfons for ma- 
naging public affairs at the prefent crifis. If 
our fituation is alarming, we mull look for re- 
lief to the refources of the kingdom, and th^ 
fpirit of our countrymen, and not to thofe, who 
have uniformly endeavoured to depreciate the 
firft, and to damp the fecond. The trpth is, 
that, very fortunately for this country, this 
dcfponding party have hitherto failed in their 
views of convincing ys that our ruin is inevitable. 

6 Wq 
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'Wc feel the contrary, in the internal vigour of 
the Hate, and in that unanimity of fcntimcnt 
among the people, which forbids us to conncft 
danger with defpair. 

But why fhould either be mentioned, upon 
the prcfent occafion ? This country, with muck 
fmaller refources, and much Icfs unanimity, has 
repeatedly weathered more dreadful ftorms than 
that which only feems to threaten it at prefent. 
In the firft Dutch war, France and Denmark 
joined the enemy againft England (3), She had 
no friendly port on the continent, from the Pyre- 
nees to the pole-, no ally but the Bifhop of 
Munfter. The Dutch came our, to a dccifivc 
battle, with one hundred and thirteen fhips of 
war, eleven firefhips, and feven yachts ; led by 
able, experienced, and brave commanders, 
France, co-operating with her allies, entered 
the Channel with forty Ihips of the line. The 
ufual revenue of England amounted only to the 
annual fum of one million two hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; and the fupplies granted, for the 
year, exceeded not double that fum. Our 
(landing army fcarcely confided of five thou- 
fand men 5 and there was no militia in the king- 
dom. . 



{h) In 1665, 1666, &c. Fide Life of Clarendon, 
Jurnet, Rapin, Ralph, &c. &c. 

The 
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The nation was, in the mean trme, vifited 
with two of the mod dreadful calamities that 
can afflift a people, peftilence and fire. Near 
eighty thoufand perfons had been carried off by 
the firft, in London alone. The city had become 
a kind of defert; and grafs was obferved to 
grow in the middle of Cheapfide(r). The 
plague followed thofe who fled to the country ; 
and terror and death filled every corner of the 
kingdom. This fcourge was followed by a 
fire, which confumed fifteen out of the twenty- 
fix wards of the city, confifting of four hundred 
ftreets and lanes, thirteen thoufand houfes, and 
eighty-nine parilh-churches (d). But thefe mif- 
fortunes neither damped the fpirits of the 
people, nor obftrudled the meafures of Govern* 
ment. Our fleets, though much inferior, fought, 
and vanquilhed the enemy. The alliance againit 
iis was broken, and an honourable and advaa^ 
tageous peace was obtained* 

In the year 1690, the French fleet enteretj 
the Englifh channel, appeared before Plymouth, 
on the 20th of June, drove the combined fleets 
of England and Hollanc^, from the back of the 
ide of \f\Mght, engaged and totally defeated 
them, in a general battle, near Beachy-head, 

(f ) Baker, p. 637. 

(i/) Vide Clarendon, Heath, Burnet. 

In 



r B5 1 

In this unfortunate adion w€ loft eight fbips o£ 
the line^ befides many more, that were rendered 
unSc for fervice ; and the (battered remains of 
the fleet were forced to (belter themfelves in the 
Thames {e). The French rode triumphantt 
for fome months, in the Channel. They in* 
fulted our fea-ports ; and threatened our coafts 
with invafion. There were, at the time, no 
more than Jive thoufand regular troops in Eng-* 
land 5 the militia were not arrayed ; King Wil- 
liam was, in a manner, confined to Ireland, by 
the fuperiority of the enemy at fea. 

The nation was, at the fame time, dif- 
traded and divided in opinion, on account 
of a difputed fucce(fion. Public credit, du- 
ring the whole war, was fo low, that foon 
after this period. Exchequer and Navy Bills 
became almoO: of as little value, as the pafte- 
board dollars of the American Congrefsj and 
even the notes of the Bank of England were 
zx forty per cent, difcount (f). Near Jix thou^ 
fand trading ve(rels were taken by the French in 
the courfe of the war (g). Notwithftanding 
thcfe misfortunes, the vigour of Government 
arid fpirit of the people furmoanted all difficul- 
tly? Lord Torrington's Letter, July i, 1690. 
(f) Kennet, Ralph, Burnet, &:c. &c. 
(iJ Vide Journals of the Commons, 169S. 
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ties. The enemy was- diftppointed, in alt hk 
ambitious views^ an honourable peace was ob- 
tained, the revolution canfirn>ed, the protell- 
ant fucccfUon fecuKd, and public credit re^ 
ftored. 

In the prefent times, our refources are muchf 
greater, our fpirit equal, and our danger Icfs^ 
than at either of thofe periods. We have art 
ample revenue, an untainted credit, a great and 
a growing navy. Inftead oi jive tboufand n1en< 
we have above Jixty tboufand difciplined troops,* 
for our internal defence ; and we have a certain 
profpe£t of half as many more, in the fpace of 
a few months. A fpirit of unanimity, vigour^ 
and exertion, begins to pervade the whole king- 
dom. Our nobility and gentry, with a Ipirit 
becoming Britons, cither fcrve in our conftitu- 
tional defence, the militia, or with their in- 
fluence and purfes exert themfclves, in raifing 
new corps. The greateft commercial fociety^ 
in the kingdom, has fet a noble example to 
their fcllow-fubjefts, by an unanimous and 
powerful aid to the ftate, in the prefent Emer- 
gency. Voluntary fubfcriptions, for raifing fol- 
diers, and for giving a bounty to failors, have 
been opened, in fcveral places ; and the fame 
fpirit will diffufe itfclf through both the Britilh 
ifles. Such as are debarred, by infirmities and 

years. 
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years, from perfonal fervice, will' undoubredlf 
exhibit^ on the prefent occalion, their love for 
their country, and their zeal for its fafety. 

Inftead of being deprefied, with a fenfe of 
danger, all ranks and degrees of men feel that 
elevation^ which threatened perils excite, in 
generous minds. ' Inftead of looking forward to 
future difgraces or difafters, they reflet on the 
glory of former times. The pofterity of thofe, 
who conquered at Poi£tiers, Crefly, and Agin- 
court, and annexed France itfelf to the Engli/h 
crown, cannot form to themfelves any fears from 
a French invafionf On the contrary, when they 
have fufficiently prepared for fecurity at home« 
they will aft oflTenfively abroad ; and carry bac^ 
to the bofom of the enemy that terror, which 
he vainly hopes to create. 

If we are at war in America, we have 
not the burden of a continental war; that 
fink, in which our treafure has always dif- 
appeared, without any hope of return. The 
pioney laid out on our navy, or expended in 
our Colonies, will return to the center of the 
kingdom, through all the veins of commerce. 
Our trade has been protefted, againft the ene- 
my, to a degree unknown in any former war. 
We have loft, in no quarter of the world, any 

I territory 



liavr gainedi la the Weft I«(£c{9, mtfi ^re ftttt 
fuperior Co our .eaosiics. We lia^w Msdiciloi 
them Entirely, from the Eaft Indies, and we 
'teve B flttttring proTpe^of m* J^[>etd]r I6fmkia« 
:^taii ipf refiftance^ in North Asiefuw; . 

In the firft ftage of a vjtr« the adffaittage of 
•ttack is poffeffcd, by that, naiiaot^'tho .ftft 
i^reaks th« peace;. The .di&dvants^ges of de** 
-feoce muft,' for ibcas f^me^ rcsi^aiii m^ ita q;^ 
^oqent. A ftaie poflSsfling &Dch exceofiye do^ 
mnioas, a$ Great Brtuin, cannot be iiippofird^ 
X0 be kivitiAeraUe, on every fide* T^e magr 
jnffer fistne loSos^ at the ^;ieg^niibg ; for vAiat 
people was ever uniformly fitocefaful i» war ? 
The Romana tfaensfdyes were n(K always invi|i?i|»* 
ble* They frequently. k)ft psgofij^ifiQi^ 94^ ^ 
mies I yet they rofe fuperior to all nations. The 
|3troi!its and Iq&^ of i^ar cai) only, be eftimf fed^ 
«aihe4ay» which <:on/cludes apeacct • Letij^ 
b^ uowimpus atnong ourfelves, an^ that d^ 
cannot be di(Uq% difadvantageeia^^ er dilhor 
nour^e i on the contrary, it ml\ be ^tjended 
with chat glory, which the ^irk and exertipq p^ 
^ great ftate pannot fail to acquire. . 
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